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LBPD PARKS

Talent shows, free lunches, out-
door basketball courts, handball 
courts and tennis courts are just 
some of the things older residents 
used to enjoy at Martin Luther 
King Jr. Park in West Long Beach 
up until the late ‘90s. 

Following decades of disinvest-
ment, the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Park in East Long Beach is 
undergoing a visioning process to 
identify needs for funds, however, 
certain members of the communi-
ty already feel as though they are 
being left out of the conversation.

Residents of the sixth district, 
including those who grew up at 
MLK Park and have since moved 
away, gathered in the park’s com-
munity center—which has not been 
renovated since its inception in 
1970—on Sept. 25 for the visioning 
event to express their frustrations. 

Long Beach’s Equity Officer, 
Alanah Grant was present to 
acknowledge resident’s “feelings of 
skepticism and mistrust with the 
government involvement.”

“It’s hard to hear, but we needed 
to hear it, it was a healthy conver-
sation,” said Brian Ulaszewski, 
executive director principle for 
City Fabrik, a Long Beach-based 
nonprofit design studio that plans 
and implements development 
projects. “There’s been a lot of dis-
investment in this community.”

City Fabrik was contacted by 

Residents 
express 
frustrations 
with MLK Park 
visioning 
process
Samantha Diaz
Managing Editor

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A statue of Martin Luther King Jr. is 
prominently displayed at the Long 
Beach park, bearing his name on Oct. 
3, 2022.

Kristen Farrah Naeem | Signal Tribune
During the civil unrest that followed 
the murder of George Floyd, Long 
Beach Police Department officers hold 
projectile launchers while standing in 
front of an armored vehicle on May 31, 
2020.

Long Beach 
Council 
unanimously 
approves use of 
police military 
equipment for 
LBPD
Samantha Diaz
Managing Editor

The Long Beach Police Depart-
ment is a step closer to gaining ap-
proval for its $3.1 million worth of 
military equipment currently in its 
arsenal. City Council unanimously 
passed a measure Tuesday night to 
direct the city attorney to prepare 
the official order of military equip-
ment use for 2023. 

The full list of military equip-
ment includes tear gas, armored 
Bearcat vehicles, battering rams, 
night vision goggles, explosive 
breaching devices, unmanned 
aerial vehicles, underwater drones 
and more. 

The ordinance will return to 
councilmembers, who will have 
until the end of October to approve 
it. If there is no vote, LBPD will not 
be able to use its military equip-
ment. 

Assembly Bill 481, which was 
passed by Governor Gavin New-
som on Sept. 30, 2021, requires 
local law enforcement agencies to 
catalog their military equipment, 
create policies for their uses and 
obtain approval from the applica-
ble governing body for funding, 
acquisition and use. 

Around 20 residents expressed 
their disapproval for the use of 
military equipment by the LBPD. 

see POLICE EQUIPMENT page 6

A home-cooked homecoming: 
Daniel’s Backyard Barbecue serves 
smoked meats to the masses

COMMUNITY

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Daniel Madrigal, owner of Daniel’s Backyard BBQ, holds out a succulent and hefty beef rib, one of the most popular options 
at the BBQ joint, towards the camera for a detailed view of the meat on Sept. 29, 2022. 

see BACKYARD BBQ page 11

Daniel Madrigal 
first started 
barbecuing in 
2019 for a sim-
ple reason: he 
wanted to make 

his favorite food. He didn’t suspect 
his briskets and ribs would soon be 
attracting crowds of hundreds to 
the same Santa Fe Avenue block he 
grew up on.

“A lot of friends and family 
mostly asked me to do it,” Madri-
gal said. “I wasn’t really planning 
on doing it full time [...] They were 
pushing me.”

Madrigal’s love for barbecue 
began in adolescence when his 
grandfather would cook for him. 
As an adult, Madrigal had a close 
friend who would share his home-
made barbecue with him. 

When his friend moved to Arizo-
na, Madrigal lost his barbecue plug 
and had to make do—he received 
out-of-state, over-the-phone bris-

ket coaching as he tried to recreate 
his favorite recipes. 

“One day I called him and I’m 
like, ‘Hey bro it’s not the same, 
your barbecue was good.’ [My bar-
becue] wasn’t horrible but it wasn’t 
his barbecue,” Madrigal said. “He’s 
like, ‘Well, maybe you just got to 
try something else out because 
you’re trying to do something that 
I was doing, maybe something else 
will work out better for you.’”

After that, Madrigal stopped 
asking his friend for advice and 
began developing his own barbe-
cue style. A trip to Texas with his 
cousin further inspired his process 
and opened his eyes to the impor-
tance of smokers.

Smoking meat requires that the 
meat be placed in a smoky cham-
ber at a low heat for a long period 
of time, allowing the smoke from 
the wood impart its flavor through-
out the meat.

“Once I went out to Texas, it was 
a whole game changer,” Madrigal 
said. “[...] It was a totally different 
vibe I would say. I started seeing 
that the smokers were way differ-

ent out there, they were on trailers 
and stuff like that.” 

Madrigal’s San Antonio-style 
Texas barbecue uses a simple sea-
soning of salt and pepper before 
smoking meats with red oak. The 
brisket is then smoked between 12 
to 14 hours; his beef ribs anywhere 
from 6 to 10 hours.

His beef ribs are so popular cus-
tomers usually have to order them 
a day or two in advance, according 
to Madrigal.

Madrigal’s personal favorite on 
the menu is the brisket burrito: a 
unique combination of his smoked 
brisket within a breakfast burrito 
of eggs, sausage and pinto beans.

Once back in Long Beach, he 
began eyeing a smoker owned by a 
small business owner in his neigh-
borhood and eventually convinced 
her to sell it to him.

Madrigal’s barbecue quickly 
became a triumph among friends 
and family, and they pushed him 
to open a business. Armed with the 
support of his loved ones, he spent 
weekends establishing Daniel’s 
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ORDER DIRECTLY FROM OUR WEBSITE AT 
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Open 7 days a week! 11 AM to 10 PM
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www.BuonosPizza.com
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   FALL  BOOK  SALE
A FRIENDS OF THE SIGNAL HILL LIBRARY  SPECIAL EVENT 
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Come fill a bag for $5 
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A great bargain!  Lots of treasures. 
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Call Cecilia at  
(562)  494-1013


For more  information call  
(562) 989-7323 

CASH 

ONLY 

Sponsored by
 Signal Hill 
Petroleum

Councilwoman Suely Saro’s office, 
as the two worked together on the 
Cambodia Town Thrives Vision 
Plan. Saro’s office also collabo-
rated with Love Beyond Limits, 
Black Resource Center, New Hope 
Academy for Change and the 
Long Beach Alliance for Food and 
Fitness. 

According to Ulaszewski, Saro’s 
office began the planning process 
in April. Saro introduced an item 
to the City Council on April 5 to 
begin pre-planning for the MLK 
Park visioning process.

Ulaszewski said a total of 
$123,000 will go into the next year 
of planning for MLK Park. 

“I’ll be honest with you, that’s 
not what usually goes into a plan-
ning process, but we’re going to 
make it work,” he told residents. 
“We want to attract the dollars and 
investment.”

Senay Kenfe, a member of one 
of the sixth district’s neighborhood 
associations, said that efforts to 
work with Saro’s office have been 
unsuccessful. 

Kenfe said he contacted the 
City’s parks department on April 
10 to address the needs at MLK 
Park and was told that Saro’s 
office would be undertaking efforts 
toward the visioning process. Since 
then, Kenfe and other neigh-
borhood associations have been 
waiting for planning and visioning 
for the park to begin. 

Residents questioned when 
Saro’s office began recruiting 
nonprofits and City groups for the 
kick-off event and asked who has 
been invited to the discussion so 
far. 

“A lot of people in the communi-
ty don’t feel heard, like they’re be-
ing ignored … I’m in the [biggest] 
neighborhood association, there’s 
a Latino neighborhood association 
and neither of us were included,” 
Kenfe said. “Needless to say we 
were invited by City Fabrik to be 
here, not the district.”

Councilwoman Saro was unable 
to attend the kick-off event due to 
illness, according to her staff. Her 
office did not respond to questions 
regarding the MLK Park Vision 
Kick-off.

Leonard Adams, a Long Beach 
resident and coordinator for 
Hoops After Dark, a basketball 
youth and leadership program, 
asked the City to bring a familiar 
face into the planning process, and 
a go-to contact for residents. 

“We need a person we can hold 
accountable,” Adams said. “Why 
would we listen if the person facili-
tating is not familiar?”

Adams can recall playing in ping 
pong tournaments and basketball 
games with his friends who also 
grew up at MLK Park in the ‘70s. 
He said one of the biggest needs of 
the park is an outdoor basketball 
court, which was removed in 1998 

and never restored. 
Although the community center 

contains an indoor court, multiple 
residents said that the facility is 
almost always being used by the 
Boys and Girls Club, and locked 
when it’s not.

“If you go to Signal Hill Park, 
you’ll find all the kids from here 
playing on those courts,” Adams 
said. “We’re long overdue for any 
improvements … let’s start with 
something small, something we 
can identify that we’re going to 
work on.” 

Older residents called for the 
restoration of the Peace Garden, 
which was created in 2010 through 
funding from the Neighborhood 
Partners Program. The garden was 
created to build intergenerational 
relationships between the seniors 
and youth at the park while they 
gardened, cooked and told stories 
together. 

The garden later received grants 
from the City to keep it going, 
but lost its funding during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

MLK Park lies in the heart of 

the sixth district, an area Black 
residents were disproportionately 
funneled into due to racist legal 
restrictions passed by the Federal 
Housing Association in 1934. The 
FHA deemed large parts of the 
city as “too risky” for developers to 
invest in, creating a gap in services 
and resources provided in Central, 
North and West Long Beach. 

Many attendees were witness 
to the park’s creation in 1964—
then dubbed the 19th Street 
Playground—as well as its many 
expansions and improvements 
throughout the ‘80s, including a 
swimming pool, recreation center, 
ball field, game courts and central 
facility center, which includes City 
health programs and offices for the 
6th district office staff.

A Los Angeles County Parks 
and Recreation Needs Assess-
ment from 2016 revealed the area 
surrounding MLK Park has a high 
“park need” rating, as does most of 
the sixth district. 

The most recent renovation to 
the park was from NBA player Ste-
phen Curry and Long Beach native 

MLK PARK VISION PLAN
continued from page 1

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A view of the playground equipment at Martin Luther King Jr. Park in Long Beach 
on Oct. 3, 2022.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
An aerial view of the green space that includes soccer and baseball fields at Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Park in Long Beach on Oct. 3, 2022.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A mural is seen inside the indoor basketball court of the Boys and Girls Club of 
Long Beach’s community center at Martin Luther King Jr. Park on Oct. 3, 2022.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A statue of Martin Luther King Jr. is prominently displayed at the Long Beach 
park, bearing his name on Oct. 3, 2022. 

Snoop Dogg in August, when they 
revealed the newly renovated in-
door basketball court for the Boys 
and Girls Club of Long Beach. Two 
years before that, the park received 
a swing set. 

In recent years, the MLK Park 
has become more known for its 
issues than its accomplishments, 
as many residents pointed out. The 
statue of Martin Luther King Jr., 
which welcomes residents as they 
enter the park, remains discolored 
from a vandalism incident that 
occured in July of 2021. 

Residents pointed out that the 
statue is the only one of King Jr. 
in the United States west of the 
Mississippi River. 

A timeline presented at the 
kick-off event says that the plan for 
MLK Park will be officially adopted 
by summer of 2023. 

“The issue is that we had 50 
years of African-American political 
dominance in this neighborhood 
and now we don’t,” Kenfe said. 
“[…] You cannot bring stake-
holders to the table that are not 
welcome there.”
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SCHOOLS

Blackbird Cafe 
has food to go!

 Everyday from 7am - 2pm.
Visit  Blackbirdlb.com to see our Menu

3405 Orange Ave. LB
562.490.2473 • blackbirdlb.com • @BlackBirdCafeLB

Call (562) 490-2473 to place your order

 We appreciate your continued patronage!

We’re fully reopened!
Blackbird has food to go until 

2 p.m. We’re excited to see you. 

Weekends 
til Oct 22nd 

562-494-1014 LBPlayhouse.org
5021 E. Anaheim St.

Long Beach’s Trauma 
Intervention Program 
seeks volunteers

Volunteers with the Trauma 
Intervention Programs (TIP) help 
people through the aftermath of 
some of the worst moments of 
their lives, and the organization is 
encouraging more people to apply. 

“It’s not a normal volunteer pro-
gram, to be honest,” said Jessica 
Thomson of the Long Beach TIP 
chapter. “It’s highly structured and 
that requires a really big commit-
ment from our volunteers.”

The Long Beach Police Depart-
ment reaches out to TIP volunteers 
at any time of the day or night to 
provide support to victims of fire, 
rape, assault, robbery or burglary, 
as well disoriented elderly people, 
people involved in traffic accidents 
and more. According to Thomson, 
volunteers typically follow up with 
the people they assist two or three 
days after the initial incident to ask 
how they are doing.

To support victims and survi-
vors, TIP volunteers will talk to 
first responders to get information 
for family members, contact mor-
tuaries for survivors who have just 
lost loved ones, connect people to 
community resources that can help 
them and fulfill other tasks.

The Long Beach chapter of TIP 
is the first to open in Los Angeles 
County. The program already has 
a large presence in Orange and 
San Diego Counties, and they 
serve over 250 cities in the United 

States.
Long Beach’s TIP chapter 

began in 2019, and its first cohort 
of volunteers began responding 
to traumatic events in the city 
in 2021. The program currently 
has 15 volunteers, with four new 
potential volunteers going through 
field training.

Volunteers have to be on-call for 
12 hours a day, three days a month 
and can be called to the scene of 
a traumatic event at a moment’s 
notice during their shifts. 

“When something happens and 
law enforcement calls us, we have 
to be ready to respond,” Thom-
son said. “It’s not a good fit for 
everyone.”

To become a TIP volunteer, 
applicants have to attend eight 
mandatory training sessions before 
completing three months of field 
training. After graduating from 
training, volunteers are required to 
take a monthly continuing educa-
tion class on the third Wednesday 
of each month.

Applicants to the TIP program 
must agree to fingerprints and 
background checks, provide proof 
of auto insurance, a valid driver’s 
license and an operational vehicle, 
access to a smartphone, internet 
and email.

The next training sessions for 
TIP volunteer recruits is expected 
to begin in January 2023, but ap-
plications can be submitted now. 
To apply to become a TIP volun-
teer, visit www.tipoflongbeach.org.

Kristen Farrah Naeem
Staff Writer

NEWS

LBUSD seeks to 
address academic 
disparities in Black
student achievement

Mark Savage | Courtesty of LBUSD
Students walk towards the front doors of Millikan High School on the first day of in-person classes on April 26, 2021.

Briana Mendez-Padilla
Education Reporter

Black students in the Long 
Beach Unified School District 
(LBUSD) have one of the largest 
academic gaps when it comes to 
student achievement, which the 
board hopes to diminish by moni-
toring Black student achievement 
and well-being.

A survey given to 4th-12th grade 
students last fall on their so-
cial-emotional well-being revealed 

that Black students rate their sense 
of belonging and their identity low-
er than other subgroups, according 
to superintendent Jill Baker. 

When looking at the SBAC 
scores—a standardized test that 
assesses students’ math, reading 
and writing skill level—data shows 
33% of Black students met or 
exceeded the minimum require-
ments in language arts, while 48% 
of all students tested at that level. 
For math, 18% of Black students 
met or exceeded requirements as 

opposed to 33% of all students. 
The graduation rate for Black 

students is 86%, while for white 
students it is 90%, according to 
data presented at the board’s Mon-
day Oct. 3 meeting. When looking 
at college readiness, 49% of Black 
students meet the A-G require-
ments necessary to attend a CSU 
or UC after high school, compared 
to 58.6% of all students. 

“These are the brutal facts of 
what we’re experiencing right now. 

File Photo | Signal Tribune
A multi-vehicle traffic collision at the intersection of Cherry Avenue and Willow 
Street.
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Steady, man! If you’re 
familiar with the husky 

breed, you’ll know that they 
require above-normal levels 
of activity, and if they don’t 
get it, are notorious escape 
artists and will likely find ad-
venture on their own! They 
also shed an unimaginable 

amount of fur! Then, there’s 
the good stuff! They’re 

devoted, spirited, adven-
ture-seeking and playful 
dogs! They’re chatty and 
will provide a lifetime of 

camera/video ops of their 
hysterical expressions, crazy 
vocals and amusing antics. 
Steadman, 4 years old, is 

all that and more, including 
gorgeous! He loves playing 
in the shelter’s kiddie pool, 
as you can see. If you’re an 
active, fun-loving person 
with the time and love to 
devote to Steadman, he’ll 

be the best adventure wing-
man and will bring so much 
joy into your life. You can 

speed the process to adopt 
or foster Steadman and any 
of our other pets by email-
ing PetAdopt@longbeach.

gov or petfoster@long-
beach.gov. You can also call 
(562) 570-4925. Even better, 

stop by during our new 
open walk-in hours every 

Wednesday through Sunday 
from 11 a.m.–3 p.m. Our 
shelter is located at 7700 
E. Spring St. Ask for ID 

#A674834 to meet Stead-
man. We’re at capacity, and 

everyone needs homes!

Pet of the week:Pet of the week:
SteadmanSteadman

LET US CHECK!
FREE LEAK ASSESSMENT!

• BATHROOMS 
• KITCHENS 
• LANDSCAPING LINES

Pete’s Plumbing 

(562) 425-2373 
petes-plumbing.com

Have a leak?

We’re in a drought... don’t leak it out!

We want you to be a 
Re-Pete customer!
Fast, same day-service • Free estimates

10-day accounts and payment plans

• BATHROOMS

• WATER, DRAIN 
   OR GAS LINES

• KITCHENS(562) 599-0106

A federal grand jury indicted 
three Long Beach men Wednesday 
who allegedly participated in the 
daylight smash-and-grab robbery 
of a Beverly Hills jewelry store 
in which more than $2.6 million 
worth of merchandise was stolen.

The two-count indictment 
returned in Los Angeles charges 
Jimmy Lee Vernon III, 31, Ladell 
Tharpe, 37, and Deshon Bell, 20, 
with conspiracy and interfer-
ence with commerce by robbery, 
according to the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office.

On March 23, the defendants 
and other co-conspirators drove 
in tandem in three vehicles from 
Long Beach to Beverly Hills, ac-
cording to the indictment.

Once at the jewelry store, Ver-
non and co-conspirators allegedly 
got out of a Kia vehicle, smashed 
the exterior glass cases multiple 
times, then stole merchandise 
worth at least $2.67 million, prose-
cutors said.

Vernon and the others then ran 
out of the store to a nearby alley, 
leaving behind their Kia—which 
had been reported stolen out of 
Long Beach four days before the 
robbery, according to an affidavit 
filed with a criminal complaint in 
L.A. federal court.

During the robbery, Vernon’s 
cell phone fell out of his sweat-
pants pocket while he smashed the 

jewelry’s store’s window, was left 
behind and later recovered by law 
enforcement, the affidavit states.

Bell allegedly waited in a car 
near the store and served as the 
getaway driver for Vernon and the 
other co-conspirators.

The defendants allegedly stole 
property consisting of 19 bracelets, 
seven pairs of earrings, four neck-
laces, a pair of obelisks, eight rings 
and 20 watches, federal prosecu-
tors said.

On March 25, Tharpe posted on 
his Instagram account numerous 
photographs that included large 
stacks of money and a message 
praising his “robbery gang,” ac-
cording to the indictment.

Law enforcement arrested the 
defendants last month.

Vernon is in federal custody and 
was ordered jailed without bond, 
with his arraignment scheduled for 
Oct. 13. Tharpe is in state custody 
and is expected to be remanded 
to federal custody in the com-
ing weeks. Bell was released on 
$15,000 bond and his arraignment 
in federal court is scheduled for 
Oct. 20.

A juvenile, who is not charged 
in the federal indictment, also was 
arrested in connection with the 
robbery, and is charged in Los An-
geles Superior Court with commer-
cial burglary.

If convicted of both charges, 
each defendant would face up to 
20 years in federal prison for each 
count, prosecutors noted.

CRIME

Three Long Beach men 
charged in $2.6 million 
robbery of Beverly Hills 
jewelry store
City News Service
Southern California Local News

Sora Shimazaki | Pexels

Long Beach urges Metro 
to evaluate offboarding 
practices in downtown

When riders on the Metro A 
Line reach the end of the route 
at around 1 a.m., anyone still on 
the train is forced to deboard into 
downtown Long Beach on 11th Av-
enue and Pine Street, whether that 
is their destination or not. 

Residents expressed concern 
that the Metro’s policy of dumping 
passengers in downtown Long 
Beach could be contributing to the 
city’s growing homeless popula-
tion, which saw a 62% rise since 
2020, according to the City’s annu-
al homelessness count. 

Of the over 3,200 people expe-
riencing homelessness in Long 
Beach, 1,200 were also in need of 
mental health services. 45% of the 
people experiencing homelessness 
in 2022 said that they did not 

become homeless in Long Beach, 
according to Paul Duncan, Home-
less Services bureau manager.

Gina Osborn, chief safety officer 
for the Metro explained that the 
offboarding protocol is the same 
for each city containing an end-
of-the-line station, including Los 
Angeles and Santa Monica. After 
passengers exit the A Line, the 
train must go to the yard where it’s 
cleaned for at least three hours to 
prepare for the next day. 

Business owners from down-
town Long Beach said that they’ve 
witnessed the area become more 
dangerous for residents in recent 
years, citing a long list of open 
drug use, public indecency, break-
ins and vandalisms that have 
occurred in the past two weeks. 

Orso Modica, who has owned 
Modica’s Deli in downtown Long 
Beach for 27 years, recalled 

see METRO page 9

Samantha Diaz
Managing Editor

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A Metro A Line rider exits the train at Firestone Station along the route from Long 
Beach to Los Angeles.

METRO
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FREE Gum Disease Treatment FREE Gum Disease Treatment 

www.LANAP.com

526-2749
1-888-LANAP-4-YOU1-888-LANAP-4-YOU
CALL TODAY!

For qualified patients with the research 
proven1       laser protocol 

The LANAP protocol is FDA cleared2 for
True Periodontal Regeneration and has a 

95% success rate over 21 years.

Regrow bone lost to gum disease!

1.  Gregg RH II, Gregg DM. Laser-assisted periodontal regeneration with the LANAP protocol. Dent Today 2019 May;38(5):78, 80-83 2.  FDA Clearance K151763 

Pets and humans gather for Interfaith Blessing of the 
Animals

The sound of barks and prayers 
carried on the coastal breeze as 
over 300 animals congregated at 
Rosie’s Dog Beach during the 20th 
annual Interfaith Blessing of the 
Animals organized by Justin Rudd 
on the evening of Sunday, Oct. 2.

“I want to be part of the Inter-
faith Blessing of the Animals so 
that we can acknowledge how 
much animals can mean to us,” 
said Rabbi Michal Loving of Long 
Beach. “It’s just as important as 
blessing people for so many of us.”

The blessing of animals tradi-
tionally takes place on the Sunday 
closest to the feast day of Saint 
Francis on Oct. 4. Francis is be-
lieved to have started the tradition 
of blessing animals around 800 
years ago.

Interfaith animal blessings allow 
people of different spiritual paths 
to partake in the tradition. Ani-
mals of all kinds were invited, and 
people lined up with dogs of all 
sizes, cats and reptiles to receive 
blessings from a clergy of six dif-
ferent religious denominations. 

“We come every year,” said pit-
bull-mix owner Tealeye Cornejo. 
“It’s been a blessing to have our 
dogs blessed, to have this avenue 
to do that since Long Beach has 
such a great dog community. My 
puppy, I figure she needs all the 
blessings that she can get.”

Rosie’s Dog Beach is named 
after Rudd’s late English Bulldog 
Rosie, and he organizes multiple 
events for pets on the beach—in-
cluding the annual Blessing of 
the Animals and Bulldog Beauty 
Contest—through his organization 
Haute Dogs.

“Anytime animal lovers can 
come together and celebrate the 
animals that we have in our lives I 
think it’s a great event, and that’s 
exactly what this was tonight,” 
Rudd said. 

To keep up with news about pet 
events, visit justinrudd.com or 
hautedogs.org.

COMMUNITY

Kristen Farrah Naeem
Staff Writer

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A couple sits on the floor with her dog as they close their eyes in the light of the 
sun during the Long Beach Blessing of the Animals at Rosie’s Dog Beach on Oct. 
2, 2022.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Lorenmarie Manning holds her 6-year-old foster dog, Berry, before walking with 
him up to the group of faith leaders from the Long Beach area at the Blessing of 
the Animals on Oct. 2, 2022. 

WANT TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS?

SEND US AN EMAIL
ADVERTISING@SIGNALTRIBUNE.COM

Long Beach City officials came 
together with the Port of Long 
Beach Wednesday to celebrate 
California’s Clean Air Day while 
unveiling one of the eight new ze-
ro-emission cargo trucks that will 
soon be in use at the port. 

California Clean Air Day is a 
statewide effort to bring atten-
tion to air quality in California, 
particularly regarding greenhouse 
gas emissions from transporta-
tion. The event started five years 
ago, and cities often participate by 
encouraging residents to use more 
climate-friendly transportation 
such as the Metro or other public 
transit. 

“A zero-emission future is no 
longer a dream, but a goal. I’m 
happy to hear how we’re gradually 
improving with reducing emissions 

City unveils zero-emission truck for Long Beach Port 
during California’s Clean Air Day
Richard Grant
Photo Editor

TRANSPORTATION

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Pastor Samuel Nieva of Pueblo de Dios Lutheran Church in Compton blesses a 
bearded dragon named Big Boss, who is held by his owner Lizette Castro during 
the Interfaith Blessing of the Animals at Rosie’s Dog Beach in Long Beach on 
Oct. 2, 2022.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Port of Long Beach Executive Director Mario Cordero speaks to attendees of 
the Long Beach Clean Air Day event on Oct. 5, 2022, in front of one of the new 
electric Volvo trucks that will soon be used at the port.

see CLEAN AIR DAY page 10
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POLICE EQUIPMENT
continued from page 1

Kristen Farrah Naeem | Signal Tribune
LBPD personnel fire “less-lethal” projectiles into a crowd of protesters on May 31, 2020.

“AB 481 has given you the power 
to make the city free of military 
police,” said Jamilet Ochoa, com-
munity organizer with the Long 
Beach Immigrant Rights Coalition. 
“Year after year I’ve been up here 

with groups who are asking you to 
defund the police so you can fund 
programs that actually keep our 
communities safe and now here we 
are to demand that you take away 
LBPD’s weapons of war.”

Caitlin Bellis, a Long Beach 
resident, attorney and member of 
the Anti Surveillance Coalition, 
questioned the LBPD’s need for 
facial recognition software. The 
department used facial recogni-

tion technology over 2,800 times 
between January and September 
of 2020, following protests against 
police brutality linked to the death 
of George Floyd, according to a 
report by FORTHE.

The list also includes a Freedom 
On-The-Move Tactical Surveil-
lance System that the LBPD 
deployed during the 2020 protests 
against police brutality.

“Such monitoring is an attempt 
to quash, not safeguard people 
exercising their liberties. I do not 
feel safer knowing that LBPD has 
military equipment,” Bellis said. 
“AB 481 is handing you the perfect 
opportunity to reverse course and 
get these extreme weapons of war 
out of our communities; I urge you 
to take it.”

The order, drafted on July 13, 
2022, says that military equip-
ment is necessary “because there 
is no reasonable alternative that 
can achieve the same objective of 
officer and civilian safety.”

Long Beach Chief of Police, 
Wally Hebeish said that the mili-
tary-grade equipment is “not typi-
cally” used day-to-day, but “mostly 
for squad operations.” He gave a 
list of possible reasons to use the 
military equipment, including: civ-
il unrest, active shooter respons-
es, barricaded subjects, hostage 
rescue, high-risk search warrants, 

international or domestic terror-
ism and disaster response.

The equipment in the proposed 
policy was purchased prior to 
January 1, 2022 and was funded 
mainly through Homeland Secu-
rity, according to City Manager 
Tom Modica. The policy allows the 
LBPD to replenish their supplies 
by 15% without council approval. 

“The role of AB 481 was to add 
transparency, hold public officials 
accountable and provide a chance 
for public comment,” Vice Mayor 
Rex Richardson said. “We need 
to use it as a baseline to have a 
conversation about the very real 
concerns raised by everyone here 
around the ability to protect and 
defend our city in the worst case 
scenario, but also the ability to 
protect civil liberties and civil 
rights of the people we are protect-
ing within our city.”

The policy lists tear gas and 
projectile, non-lethal launchers 
as possible uses for crowd control 
“and civil unrest incidents.”

Councilmember Al Austin said 
that he “struggled” with the item 
and recalled a couple of instances 
where police were “overpowered” 
by civilians. 

“We need to err on the side 
of reason here when it comes to 
granting equipment for our police 
force,” Austin said. “[…] Reason 
would be, in my opinion, to pass 
this policy, but also to evaluate it 
as new equipment is being intro-
duced to our department.”

Councilmember Mary Zendejas 
cited the need for more transpar-
ency, and said she hopes to have 
“checkpoints” with the policy “to 
really evaluate when we’re using 
these weapons.” 

Hebeish said the department 
will comply with the state-mandat-
ed annual review of policies. 

AB 481 requires the police de-
partment to return to council each 
year with an annual review, after 
which the council can amend or 
disapprove the renewal of the ordi-
nance. The report’s findings will be 
published and discussed within 30 
days at a community meeting, the 
first of which will occur in 2023. 

The public can submit questions 
or concerns regarding the pro-
posed military equipment policy at 
AB481@longbeach.gov.
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It doesn’t mean that we can’t do 
better and it doesn’t mean that 
we won’t do better,” Baker said. 
“When we improve the outcomes 
for our Black students, we improve 
the outcomes for all students.”

Some district and school goals 
for monitoring Black student 
achievement include providing 
principal supervision that centers 
around their specific needs and 
performing quarterly and monthly 
data reviews. 

“I think the one thing that’s 
always tricky about goal setting 
is [that] when it comes to goals, 
there needs to be an undertone 
of culture setting as well,” board 
member Erik Miller said. “I want 

to make sure that this isn’t us just 
checking a box.”

Moving forward, the board plans 
to create district, school and class-
room-specific goals. When looking 
at student data, district staff and 
principals will assess similarities, 
differences and nuances across the 
different levels. Similarly, the data 
and research team will not only 
review data in terms of district 
goals but also look specifically at 
the goals for Black students. 

“Every school has glaring needs 
in certain areas, so one of the 
things we encourage our principals 
to think about is to ask them-
selves, ‘Why?’” assistant super-
intendent of elementary schools, 

Brian Moskovitz said. “Once you 
identify the root cause of some of 
that data as best as possible, then 
that’s where we start putting plans 
together to try to address those 
root causes.”

“The great thing for me here 
is that we were looking at it at a 
system[ic] level and that we’re 
holding ourselves accountable at 
a system[ic] level,” board member 
Juan Benitez said. 

The board will continue dis-
cussions around Black student 
achievement at its next meeting on 
Oct. 19.

ACADEMIC DISPARITY
continued from page 3

Long Beach to unearth 
50-year-old time capsule

A 50-year-old time capsule 
buried in Downtown Long Beach 
will be unearthed by Long Beach’s 
Development Services Department 
on Monday, October 10 from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

The “Where Were You in ‘72?” 
event will correspond with the 
50th anniversary of the time cap-
sule’s burial on October 10, 1972, 
by the former Long Beach Redevel-
opment Agency (RDA). 

Vice Mayor Rex Richardson and 
Councilmember Mary Zendejas 
will be joined by Allan Robertson, 
the retired Executive Director of 
the former Long Beach RDA. The 
City’s Cultural Heritage Commis-

sion, the Historical Society of Long 
Beach, Port of Long Beach, the 
Downtown Long Beach Alliance 
as well as participants of the 1972 
capsule burial will also be present. 

The event will be held at the 
time capsule’s burial site at 
Oceangate Tower and Plaza in 
Downtown Long Beach located at 
100 Oceangate. Residents in atten-
dance can view the live unveiling 
of the capsule and its unearthed 
items. 

Community members unable 
to attend in person are invited to 
watch the ceremony on the City of 
Long Beach’s Facebook page, the 
Long Beach Development Services 
Department’s Facebook page or on 
Long Beach Television at LBTV3.
com.

Staff Report
Signal Tribune

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
An aerial view of the downtown area of Long Beach on Nov. 10, 2021.

EVENT
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a weekly list of things to do 
in long beach and signal hill

around 
town

As Long Beach finally 
gets a respite from 
sweltering heat 
weaves, residents 
have a plethora of  
ways to get out in 

their city, whether it’s to march in 
the name of reproductive rights, 
pick up a new skill at a workshop or 
simply get their body moving. 

The weekend offers opportunities 
to connect with yourself through 
an outdoor yoga and breathwork 
seminar Saturday morning at Bix-
by Park or a wellness workshop 
centered around journaling and 
self-expression at KUBO LB, also 
Saturday morning. If residents 
find themselves inspired afterward, 
they can join LB Women Rising in a 
reproductive rights march from the 
Long Beach courthouse to Harvey 
Milk Park in the early evening. 

There’s no slowing down once 
the week begins, especially for 
those taking advantage of the many 
free workshops and clubs offered 
through the city’s libraries: print-
working, composting and dun-
geons and dragons to name a few. 
Residents can also learn Tai Chi, 
enjoy a live music performance 
from Thee Sacred Souls and watch 
“Friday the 13th” at Roxanne’s all 
on Thursday. 

07friday

ARTS & APPETIZERS
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. The public 

is invited to this fundraiser for the 
Signal Hill Community Foundation 
at the Signal Hill Public Library 
(1800 E Hill St.) This event will 
raise funds for the foundation’s 
programs such as Concerts in the 
Park, the Brown Bag Food Program 
and more. General admission costs 
$60 and tickets can be purchased 
at www.ilovesignalhill.org/arts-ap-
petizers/.

lIQUIDATION SALE
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Home decor, 

pots, toys, clothing and more from 

Target will be sold from $5 to $20 
at 117 E 53rd St. Entry is free.

08saturday

HATHA YOGA AND 
BREATH WORK

10 a.m. The public is invited to 
practice asanas outdoors at Bixby 
Park (130 Cherry Ave.). A donation 
of $10 is suggested, but no one will 
be turned away due to lack of funds.

MORNING WELLNESS 
WORKSHOP

10 a.m. to 11 a.m. The public is in-
vited to learn how to start a journ-
aling practice from self-expression 
and clarity coach Kristine Angeles 
at KUBO LB (345 E Carson St.) At-
tendees should bring a journal and 
something to write with. To register 
for the event, visit Eventbrite. Free.

REPRODUCTIVE 
RIGHTS MARCH
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Members of the 

public are invited to march from 
the Long Beach Courthouse (275 
Magnolia Ave.) to Harvey Milk 
Park (185 E 3rd St.) in support of 
reproductive rights. Free.

09sunday

RODEO X RIGS
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Off-road truck 

owners and enthusiasts are invited 
to this meetup at the Long Beach 
Exchange (4150 McGowen St.) 
There will be vendors and different 
clubs at the event. Entry is free.

R&R BRUNCH: AN R&B 
BRUNCH & DAY PARTY

11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Urban Society 
of Long Beach invites residents to 
their monthly R&B-themed brunch 
at Shannon’s At The Top (201 Pine 
Ave). Guests can enjoy brunch en-
trees and listen to their favorite 
R&B songs from the ‘90s until now, 
curated by an all-female DJ lineup 

in honor of Breast Cancer Aware-
ness month. Single person entry is 
$28.16, while tables are $200 for 
four people and $300 for six peo-
ple.

BATTLE AT THE 
PALENGKE

5 p.m. to 10 p.m. This event 
will feature a night market and 
youth breakdancing battles at Casa 
Chaskis (2380 Santa Fe Ave.). En-
try is free.

 

10monday

SPANISH STORYTIME
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Children 

of all ages are invited to listen to a 
story read aloud in Spanish at the 
Signal Hill Public Library (1800 E 
Hill St.) Free.

FAMILY PRINTWORKING 
WORKSHOP

4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. The Museum 
of Latin American Art is hosting a 
printmaking workshop at the Sig-
nal Hill Public Library (1800 E Hill 
St.) where participants will learn 
how to use styrofoam, ink, blocks 
and cardboard to make prints in-
spired by the work of Long Beach 
artist Narsiso Martinez. Spaces for 
this event are limited. To register, 
call (562) 989 7323. Free.

11tuesday

FLU VACCINE CLINIC
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Long Beach 

Department of Health and Human 
Services will be offering free flu 
vaccines at MacArthur Park (1321 
E. Anaheim St.) for people without 
health insurance or whose health 
insurance doesn’t cover flu vac-
cines. Free.

HOT MEALS IN THE 
COMMUNITY 

1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Project CAN in-
vites those in need to enjoy a hot 

meal at 2025 E 7th St. Free.

12wednesday

BABY STORYTIME
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Parents and 

caregivers of babies between 0 
to 15 months of age are invited to 
bring them to the Signal Hill Pub-
lic Library (1800 E Hill St.) to en-
joy books, rhymes, music and play. 
Free.

LEARN TO COMPOST
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. During this 

workshop at the Michelle Obama 
Neighborhood Library (5870 At-
lantic Ave.), participants will learn 
how to turn food scraps into nutri-
ent-rich compost for plants. The 
workshop will teach how to create 
and maintain a backyard compost 
bin as well as what materials can 
and cannot be composted. Free.

TEEN D&D
4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Teens are in-

vited to play the role-playing game 
Dungeons & Dragons together at 
the Michelle Obama Neighborhood 
Library (5870 Atlantic Ave.) All ex-
perience levels are welcome. Free.

GROUP RUN
7 p.m. The Long Beach Run Club 

invites the public to run together at 
3300 E Ocean Blvd. Friendly pets 
are welcome. The timed run will 
take 45 minutes. Participants are 
free to go at their own pace. Free.

13thursday

BABYTIME
10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Parents 

and caregivers are invited to bring 
babies between the ages of 6 to 18 
months to enjoy fingerplays, books 
and interactive songs at Los Altos 
Neighborhood Library (5614 Brit-
ton Dr.) Free.

TAI CHI FOR 
BEGINNERS
11:45 a.m. The public is invited to 

learn the traditional exercise of Tai 
Chi at Marine Stadium Park (5300 
E. Eliot St.) Participation is free, 
but donations are welcome.

ARTLAB
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. An art explo-

ration program for children ages 7 
to 12 at the Michelle Obama Neigh-
borhood Library (5870 Atlantic 
Ave.). Free.

ALBUM PERFORMANCE
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Thee Sacred 

Souls will be playing music from 
their self-titled debut album at 
Fingerprints Music (420 E 4th St.) 
To attend the performance, indi-
viduals must buy the album from 
Fingerprints Music’s website for 
$16.99.

HORROR NIGHTS ON 
THE PATIO

7 p.m. to 10 p.m. The public is in-
vited to a free screening of the mov-
ie “Friday the 13th” at Roxanne’s 
(1115 East Wardlow Rd.) There 
will be candy, popcorn and a photo 
booth. Entry is free.

is that it? 
nope!

visit us online at 
www.signaltribune.
com for more events. 

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Mindy Haskins (left) and Noelle Castro (right) hold up signs while dressed in “Handmaid’s Tale” outfits during an Oct. 2, 
2021 protest in Long Beach. The outfits reference the Hulu streaming show based on Margret Atwood’s book “The Hand-
maid’s Tale,” which depicts the United States with strict religion-based laws that are used to oppress women.
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CRIMES REPORTED BY THE
SIGNAL HILL POLICE 

EYE ON CRIME

Wednesday, September 28
12:15 a.m., Arson, 2700 block Cherry Ave.
7:32 a.m., Grand theft, 1200 block E. Burnett St.
7:45 a.m., Elder abuse, 2500 block Cherry Ave.
10:21 a.m., Embezzlement, 2400 block Cherry Ave. (suspect arrested)
3:24 p.m., Auto burglary, 2100 block Temple Ave.
4:42 p.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 3300 block Flacon Ave.

Thursday, September 29
3:20 a.m., DUI, 2800 block Cherry Ave. (suspect arrested)
3:54 p.m., Intoxicated person, Temple Ave./E. Willow St.
7:52 p.m., Grand theft, 3000 block California Ave.

Friday, September 30
2:53 p.m., Burglary, 1600 block E. Willow St.
11:23 p.m., Inflict corporal injury on Spouse/Cohabitant, 2700 block 
Panorama Dr. (suspect arrested)
 
Saturday, October 1
11:49 a.m., Injury hit and run, Cherry Ave./E. 28th St.
12:09 p.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 2100 block Gaviota Ave.
6:10 p.m., Injury traffic collision, 2800 block Cherry Ave.
 
Sunday, October 2
3:55 a.m., Burglary, 1100 block E. Burnett St.
8:25 p.m., Auto burglary, E. Burnett St./Cerritos Ave.
8:41 p.m., Identity theft, 1000 block E. 32nd St.
 
Monday, October 3
7:53 a.m., Burglary, 3200 block E. PCH
9:17 a.m., Grand theft, Orange Ave./E. 32nd St.
11:20 a.m., Identity theft, 900 block Nevada St.
3:55 p.m., Identity theft, 3300 block Walnut Ave.
5:14 p.m., Indecent exposure, E. 33rd St./Orange Ave. (suspect 
arrested)
 
Tuesday, October 4
12:18 a.m., Burglary, 1600 block E. Willow St.
9:01 a.m., Felony spousal abuse, 2300 block Lemon Ave.
11:04 a.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 3200 block E. Willow St.
4:39 p.m., Fire, E. Spring St./Olive Ave.
11:09 p.m., DUI, 2300 block Obispo Ave. (suspect arrested)

LBPD reporting area is too extensive to report here, but you can go 
to their website: longbeach.gov/police.  Once there, click on Crime 
Info, then Crime Incident Mapping Application.  Click on Launch 
Crime Incident Mapping Application & type in an address.

The Long Beach Unified School 
District (LBUSD) is updating its 
hiring process to increase faculty 
diversity. LBUSD board acknowl-
edged the need for diversity among 
teachers after reviewing the most 
recent Workforce Diversity Initia-
tive update at its meeting Monday, 
Oct. 3. 

The board hopes to improve 
the recruitment and retention of 
a diverse staff in order to more 
closely follow the Excellence and 
Equity policy passed last Decem-
ber through strategies such as the 
Workforce Diversity Initiative.

The Excellence and Equity policy 
was created by staff, parents and 
community members as a call to 
action to ensure the inclusion of 
Black and disabled students within 
the district.

According to assistant superin-
tendent of human resources David 
Zaid, one of the most important 
actions the district can take to 
achieve this goal is hiring diverse 
and well-qualified teachers. 

Of the district’s 4,052 TK-12 
certificated staff—not including 
substitutes—49% are white, 27% 
are Hispanic and 9% are Afri-
can-American. Zaid said that when 
compared to data from the past 
two years, there was a 2% increase 
in Hispanic staff and a 4% de-
crease in white staff. 

“We’ve heard directly from 
our students that diversity in our 
teachers matters, and it matters to 
them because students want to be 
exposed to different perspectives, 
different experiences, different 
thoughts,” Zaid said. “Students 
want to look at their teachers and 
see themselves.” 

Zaid clarified that although the 
data presented focuses mostly on 
race and ethnicity, the district is 
also looking to recruit educators of 
varied socioeconomic status, sexu-
al orientation and physical ability. 

“When you take a look at our 
student demographic data, and 
then you look at our teacher 
workforce data…you’ll start to see 
under and over-representation,” 
Zaid said. 

African-Americans and Hispan-
ics are the most underrepresented 
demographics in terms of teach-

ers, yet the student population is 
12% African-American and 59% 
Hispanic.

LBUSD elementary school sites 
Alvarado, Luther Burbank, Bur-
cham, George Washington Carver, 
MacArthur and Los Cerritos have 
no African-American teachers; 
Mark Twain, Addams and McKin-
ley elementary schools have only 
one.

As per data presented to the 
board, 11% of the approximate-
ly 300 new hires during the 
2022-2023 school year were 
African-American and 37% were 
Hispanic.

Tackling lack of diversity 
via the hiring process

The data also reflected that 
75% of new hires had previously 
worked for the district as either a 
college aid, student teacher, substi-
tute teacher or classified worker. 

In response, the district will aim 
to diversify its hiring pool through 
partnerships with local colleges in 
an attempt to combat the lack of 
diversity. 

“If our pool isn’t diverse, it 
doesn’t matter what we try to do in 
terms of our hiring,” board mem-
ber Juan Benitez said.  

Previously, the district had been 
working exclusively with CSULB’s 
teaching credential program. 
According to Zaid, the lack of 
diversity within CSULB’s program 
led the district to expand these 

Data reveals Black and Hispanic teachers still 
underrepresented in LBUSD

partnerships to other universities 
such as California State University, 
Los Angeles and Dominguez Hills 
as well as the University of South-
ern California. 

Zaid said that he wanted to “dis-
pel the myth” around the potential 
negative effects that expanding 
to other campuses could have on 
CSULB.

“We were able to not only offer 
all the opportunities that Cal State 
Long Beach needed, but then still 
have room for Cal State Domin-
guez and Cal State LA, which 
specifically has students who grad-
uated from Long Beach schools,” 
Zaid said.

The district also recently 
partnered with Long Beach City 
College for the Grow Your Own 
Future Teacher diversity program 
that allows students to take dual 
enrollment education classes while 
still in high school and offers a 
contract within LBUSD once they 
graduate with their credentials. 

Zaid said the district is currently 
working to continue implementing 
these strategies as well as creat-
ing new ones, including focusing 
on retention and how to support 
teachers who may be the first and 
only of a specific ethnicity, race or 
gender on their campuses. 

“Research tells us that the 
classroom teacher has the greatest 
impact on student achievement 
and development,” Zaid said.

EDUCATION

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
School Principal Alissa Gamboa speaks to students in Amy Baril’s fifth-grade class about the importance of school at 
Theodore Roosevelt Elementary School. Students returned to school for the first day of in-person classes on Aug. 31, 2021.

Briana Mendez-Padilla
Education Reporter

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A Theodore Roosevelt Elementary School student in Amy Baril’s 5th-grade class 
looks towards the photographer while members of the school administration talk 
to media members. Students returned to school for the first day of in-person class-
es on Aug. 31, 2021.

multiple incidents of naked home-
less residents harassing customers, 
staff and herself. Modica’s was 
broken into on Sept. 23, where 
suspects removed the cash register 
and made off with bottles of beer 
and wine. 

“For the first time last week, I 
considered selling my business,” 
Modica said. “I can’t leave my 
restaurant without an escort to my 
car.”

Sixth district resident Senay 
Kenfe said that his mother has 
had to call the Long Beach Police 
Department five times because of 
homeless residents climbing her 
fence or getting into her garage. 

“The police leave the trains after 
7 p.m., so after 7 p.m. it’s up to 
you to provide your own safety,” 
Kenfe said. “My mother has been 
attacked walking her dog, my 
grandmother has been attacked 
walking to CVS … I don’t think it’s 
fair that just because we live along 
Long Beach Boulevard that’s some-
thing we have to engage in.”

Councilmember Al Austin added 
a friendly amendment to the item 
requesting that the City conduct 
surveys to find out “what type of 
people” are riding the A Line past 
midnight. He also urged the coun-
cil to look into getting someone 
from the City on the Metro board 
in order for Long Beach to “have a 
seat at the table” on Metro issues. 

Councilmember Cindy Allen said 
that her office conducted a week-
long survey on the A Line when 
the area still fell under her district. 
The study found that of the almost 

100 people exiting the train, 63 of 
them were experiencing homeless-
ness. 

Most of the people leaving the 
train ended up getting on a bus 
for Los Angeles, she said. Allen 
said that the data “did not point 
to Metro being the problem” and 
questioned the need for a formal 
letter. 

Other members of the coun-
cil suggested substituting the 
letter with a feasibility study into 
placing quality-of-life officers at 
the platform and requesting that 
Metro place officers on the A Line 
throughout the day to increase 
safety. Councilmember Mary Ze-
ndejas said that since her office has 
been in “ongoing discussions” with 
the Metro, she didn’t see a need for 
a letter. 

Councilmember Suzie Price, who 
authored the item, replied saying, 
“‘the whole point was to start a for-
mal conversation with Metro … for 
us to be on record with Metro.”

“When we have an opportunity 
to try and mitigate something that 
can potentially be causing our in-
crease [in homelessness], we’re not 
taking it head on and forcefully,” 
Price said. “The city of Long Beach 
should not be taking on a bigger 
portion than the regional share of 
a regional crisis and we are doing 
that right now.” 

Los Angeles County saw a 4.1% 
increase in homelessness from 
2020 to 2022. 

The request to Metro to evalu-
ate their practices was passed by 
council 7-0.

METRO
continued from page 4
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TST6807 Case No. 22NWCP00379
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 

CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, 12710 Nor-
walk Blvd., Norwalk, CA  90650 PETITION 
OF: Jackie Leon Jones, for Change of 
Name. TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
1. Petitioners:  Jackie Leon Jones has 
filed a petition with this court for a de-
cree changing his name as follows: Pres-
ent Name: Jackie Leon Jones  Proposed 
Name:  Jack Leon Jones 2. THE COURT 
ORDERS that all persons interested in 
this matter shall appear before this court 
at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change 
of name should not be granted. NOTICE 
OF HEARING: Date: November 14, 2022; 
Time: 10:30a.m., Dept. C, Room 312.  The 
address of the court is the same as above. 
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall 
be published at least once each week for 
four successive weeks prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition in the fol-
lowing newspaper of general circulation, 
printed in this county, THE SIGNAL TRI-
BUNE, 1860 Obispo Ave., Ste. F, Signal 
Hill, CA 90755, September 16, 23, 30, & 
October 7, 2022 ___//ss//___ Margaret M. 
Bernal, Judge of the Superior Court
Dated:  September 13, 2022

TST6814
NOTICE OF PUBLIC LIEN SALE

Notice is hereby given in accordance with 
the provisions of the California Self-Stor-
age Facility Act Code, Section #21700, the 
undersigned will be sold by public auction 
at: Storco Self Storage, 3050 Orange Ave, 
Long Beach, CA 90807, County of Los 
Angeles, and State of California. Auction 
date of:  October 17th, 2022 at 11:00 
a.m. Terms of sale: Cash sale, all sales 
are final and purchased at buyers own 
risk. No guarantees or warranty of any 
sale are promised by seller. Storco Self 
Storage reserves the right to refuse any 
bid or cancel auction. Facility owner or 
its representatives has the right to bid on 
any and all units or stop sale at any time. 
Name of auctioneer: Climers Auction Ser-
vices. The following units are scheduled 
for sale: Unit # & Customer Name: Unit 
# C141/ Bobbie Lynn Reliford Hernandez 
- Unit # C243/ Cole Cotes – Unit #C065-
66/Managers Unit. Unit/s contents may 
include but are not limited to: Electronics, 
furniture, appliances, garage items, toys, 
clothing, sporting goods, tools, automo-
tive and miscellaneous household goods, 
unless otherwise stated. Publish Dates: & 
09/30/2022 & 10/07/2022.

TST6816 / 2022 212244
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: 
BELWIN TRANSPORTATION SERVICE, 
1002 E CRUCES STREET, WILMNGTON, 
CA  90744. LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
Registrant: JOHN L KELLY, 1003 E CRU-
CES STREET, WILMINGTON, CA  90744. 
This business is conducted by: an Individ-
ual. I declare that all information in this 
statement is true and correct. Signed: 
JOHN L KELLY, OWNER.  The registrant 
has not begun to use this fictitious busi-
ness name.  This statement was filed with 
the county clerk of Los Angeles County on 
September 28, 2022. NOTICE: This ficti-
tious business name  statement expires 
five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the county clerk. A  new fictitious 
business name statement must be filed 
prior to that date.  The filing of this  state-
ment does not of itself authorize the use in 
this state of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code). Pub. The Signal Tribune: Septem-
ber 30, & October 7, 14, 21, 2022

TST6818
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE SALE 

APN: 7210-028-005 TS No: CA07000872-
21-1 TO No: 210884803-CA-VOI NOTICE 
OF TRUSTEE’S SALE (The above state-
ment is made pursuant to CA Civil Code 
Section 2923.3(d)(1).  The Summary will 
be provided to Trustor(s) and/or vested 
owner(s) only, pursuant to CA Civil Code 
Section 2923.3(d)(2).) YOU ARE IN DE-
FAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
January 17, 2008.  UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROP-
ERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC 
SALE.  IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION 
OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT 
A LAWYER. On November 29, 2022 at 
10:00 AM, behind the fountain located in 
the Civic Center Plaza, 400 Civic Center 
Plaza, Pomona CA 91766, MTC Financial 
Inc. dba Trustee Corps, as the duly Ap-
pointed Trustee, under and pursuant to 
the power of sale contained in that cer-
tain Deed of Trust recorded on January 
24, 2008 as Instrument No. 20080149590, 
of official records in the Office of the Re-
corder of Los Angeles County, California, 
executed by MARY L. WILSON, AN UN-
MARRIED WOMAN, as Trustor(s), in favor 
of FINANCIAL FREEDOM SENIOR FUND-

ING CORPORATION, A SUBSIDIARY OF 
INDYMAC BANK, F.S.B. as Beneficiary, 
WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDER, in lawful money of the 
United States, all payable at the time of 
sale, that certain property situated in said 
County, California describing the land 
therein as: AS MORE FULLY DESCRIBED 
IN SAID DEED OF TRUST The property 
heretofore described is being sold “as is”.  
The street address and other common 
designation, if any, of the real property 
described above is purported to be: 2074 
CERRITOS AVENUE, LONG BEACH, CA 
90806 The undersigned Trustee disclaims 
any liability for any incorrectness of the 
street address and other common des-
ignation, if any, shown herein. Said sale 
will be made without covenant or war-
ranty, express or implied, regarding title, 
possession, or encumbrances, to pay the 
remaining principal sum of the Note(s) se-
cured by said Deed of Trust, with interest 
thereon, as provided in said Note(s), ad-
vances if any, under the terms of the Deed 
of Trust, estimated fees, charges and ex-
penses of the Trustee and of the trusts 
created by said Deed of Trust. The total 
amount of the unpaid balance of the obli-
gations secured by the property to be sold 
and reasonable estimated costs, expens-
es and advances at the time of the initial 
publication of this Notice of Trustee’s Sale 
is estimated to be $328,328.03 (Estimat-
ed).  However, prepayment premiums, ac-
crued interest and advances will increase 
this figure prior to sale.  Beneficiary’s bid 
at said sale may include all or part of said 
amount.  In addition to cash, the Trustee 
will accept a cashier’s check drawn on a 
state or national bank, a check drawn by 
a state or federal credit union or a check 
drawn by a state or federal savings and 
loan association, savings association or 
savings bank specified in Section 5102 of 
the California Financial Code and autho-
rized to do business in California, or other 
such funds as may be acceptable to the 
Trustee.  In the event tender other than 
cash is accepted, the Trustee may with-
hold the issuance of the Trustee’s Deed 
Upon Sale until funds become available to 
the payee or endorsee as a matter of right.  
The property offered for sale excludes all 
funds held on account by the proper-
ty receiver, if applicable. If the Trustee is 
unable to convey title for any reason, the 
successful bidder’s sole and exclusive 
remedy shall be the return of monies paid 
to the Trustee and the successful bidder 
shall have no further recourse. Notice to 
Potential Bidders If you are considering 
bidding on this property lien, you should 
understand that there are risks involved 
in bidding at a Trustee auction.  You will 
be bidding on a lien, not on the property 
itself.  Placing the highest bid at a Trustee 
auction does not automatically entitle you 
to free and clear ownership of the proper-
ty. You should also be aware that the lien 
being auctioned off may be a junior lien.  If 
you are the highest bidder at the auction, 
you are or may be responsible for paying 
off all liens senior to the lien being auc-
tioned off, before you can receive clear ti-
tle to the property.  You are encouraged to 
investigate the existence, priority, and size 
of outstanding liens that may exist on this 
property by contacting the county record-
er’s office or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge you a fee for 
this information.  If you consult either of 
these resources, you should be aware that 
the same Lender may hold more than one 
mortgage or Deed of Trust on the proper-
ty. Notice to Property Owner The sale date 
shown on this Notice of Sale may be post-
poned one or more times by the Mortgag-
ee, Beneficiary, Trustee, or a court, pursu-
ant to Section 2924g of the California Civil 
Code.  The law requires that information 
about Trustee Sale postponements be 
made available to you and to the public, 
as a courtesy to those not present at the 
sale.  If you wish to learn whether your 
sale date has been postponed, and, if ap-
plicable, the rescheduled time and date 
for the sale of this property, you may call 
In Source Logic at 702-659-7766 for infor-
mation regarding the Trustee’s Sale or visit 
the Internet Website address listed below 
for information regarding the sale of this 
property, using the file number assigned 
to this case, CA07000872-21-1.  Informa-
tion about postponements that are very 
short in duration or that occur close in 
time to the scheduled sale may not im-
mediately be reflected in the telephone 
information or on the Internet Website.  
The best way to verify postponement in-
formation is to attend the scheduled sale. 
Notice to Tenant NOTICE TO TENANT 
FOR FORECLOSURES AFTER JANUARY 
1, 2021 You may have a right to purchase 
this property after the trustee auction pur-
suant to Section 2924m of the California 
Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant 
buyer,” you can purchase the proper-
ty if you match the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. If you are 
an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to 
purchase the property if you exceed the 
last and highest bid placed at the trust-
ee auction. There are three steps to ex-
ercising this right of purchase. First, 48 

hours after the date of the trustee sale, 
you can call 702-659-7766, or visit this 
internet website www.insourcelogic.com, 
using the file number assigned to this 
case CA07000872-21-1 to find the date 
on which the trustee’s sale was held, the 
amount of the last and highest bid, and 
the address of the trustee. Second, you 
must send a written notice of intent to 
place a bid so that the trustee receives it 
no more than 15 days after the trustee’s 
sale. Third, you must submit a bid so that 
the trustee receives it no more than 45 
days after the trustee’s sale. If you think 
you may qualify as an “eligible tenant 
buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should 
consider contacting an attorney or appro-
priate real estate professional immediate-
ly for advice regarding this potential right 
to purchase. Date: September 30, 2022 
MTC Financial Inc. dba Trustee Corps TS 
No. CA07000872-21-1 17100 Gillette Ave 
Irvine, CA 92614 Phone: 949-252-8300 
TDD: 866-660 4288 By: Amy Lemus, Au-
thorized Signatory SALE INFORMATION 
CAN BE OBTAINED ONLINE AT www.
insourcelogic.com FOR AUTOMATED 
SALES INFORMATION PLEASE CALL: 
In Source Logic AT 702-659-7766 Order 
Number 86108, Pub Dates: 10/7/2022, 
10/14/2022, 10/21/2022, SIGNAL TRI-
BUNE

TST6817/Order No: 11918
Auto Lien Sale

On 10/21/2022 at 2121 ROSEMEAD BLVD 
SOUTH EL MONTE,CA a Lien Sale will be 

held on a 2021 JEEP 
VIN: 1C4HJXEN1MW599104 

STATE: CA LIC: 8WZC286 at 10 AM

LIVES  
LIVED

Carlos Barrios 71
James Sterner 89

Bruce Arbuckle 63
Patricia Posada Mendoza 42

Gilda Salas 85
Eric Orii 54

Kimberly Bruhl 49
Sandra Weiss 79

Troy Lowe 61
Felicia Jones 63

Robert Wrynn 61
Joanne Hebert 64

The families were assisted by 
McKenzie Mortuary. 

For more details on service dates 
and times, contact  

(562) 961-9301

BOOKKEEPING & 
TAX SERVICES

Cambodian + Spanish speaking!

Let us help you with 
your BOOKKEEPING NEEDS!
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adK
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TAX SEASON IS 

HERE
Call the experts and get 

started NOW!
Individual and business taxes

Year-end Tax Planning 
Payroll • Quickbooks Setup
1099 Preparation • Sales Tax

TAX EXTENSION?
Have a 

TAX EXTENSION?
Have a 

Khmer •

TST6822/Order No: 12163
Auto Lien Sale

On 10/25/2022 at 1631 N PLACENTIA AVE 
P ANAHEIM,CA a Lien Sale will be held on 

a 2018 TOYOTA 
VIN: 5TFSZ5AN0JX145327 
STATE: HI LIC:  at 10 AM

TST6821/Order No: 12112
Auto Lien Sale

On 10/25/2022 at 3225 W SUNSET BLVD 
LOS ANGELES,CA a Lien Sale will be held 

on a 2021 DODGE 
VIN: 2C3CDXBG2MH561374 

STATE: CA LIC: 8XQG239 at 10 AM

TST6823/Order No: 12128
Auto Lien Sale

On 10/25/2022 at 3550 ROSECRAN AVE 
HAWTHORN,CA a Lien Sale will be held 

on a 2019 NISSAN 
VIN: 3N1AB7AP7KY349994 

STATE: CA LIC: 8KHS318 at 10 AM

TST6824/Order No: 12130
Auto Lien Sale

On 10/25/2022 at 3550 ROSECRAN AVE 
HAWTHORN,CA a Lien Sale will be held 

on a 2021 NISSAN 
VIN: 1N4BL4DV2MN400198 

STATE: CA LIC: 8YNB113 at 10 AM

FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA FOR 
NEWS STRAIGHT TO 

YOUR PHONE!
@SIGNALTRIBUNE

CLEAN AIR DAY
continued from page 5

in our port,” Councilmember Mary 
Zendejas said. “Our port is literally 
in our backyard.” While the Port 
of Long Beach is one of the major 
sources of income for the city 
and provides thousands of jobs, 
ports are a significant generator of 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Port of Long Beach has 
made a consistent effort to “green 
up” the industry as much as possi-
ble, having adopted its Green Port 
Policy in 2005. 

The electric Volvo and Kenworth 
trucks are the port’s next step in 
moving away from using internal 
combustion engines. In addition 
to the Volvo electric truck, the city 
also displayed a full-size model 
of an Electrify America charging 
station. 

“We’re the first seaport to have 
public charging stations for truck 
drivers,” said Mario Cordero, the 
Port of Long Beach executive di-
rector. “And we’re the only seaport 
that has as much as 17% of our 
cargo handling equipment that’s 
already zero [emissions].”

Cordero mentioned that 17% 
is not “mission accomplished,” 
but an important step towards a 
greener port. 

“Change is hard; change takes 
vision; change takes determina-
tion,” said Tom Modica, Long 
Beach city manager. “It takes a 
city like Long Beach with the port 
to say we want things better, and 
we want to change it. We were not 
going to settle for the status quo.”

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Attendees of the Long Beach Clean 
Air Day event sprawl out and mingle 
around the Long Beach Civic Plaza 
before the start of the event on Oct. 5, 
2022.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
The Long Beach Clean Air Day event 
speakers stand together in front of the 
Volvo zero-emission drayage truck that 
will soon be used at the Port of Long 
Beach to reduce overall emissions on 
Oct. 5, 2022. 
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Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Daniel Madrigal, the owner of Daniel’s Backyard BBQ, cleanly slices through the tender cut of Texas-style beef brisket that 
will be served on Sept. 29, 2022. 

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Daniel Madrigal, the owner of Dan-
iel’s Backyard BBQ, pulls away the 
aluminum foil from a beef brisket that 
will be served on Sept. 29, 2022.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Daniel Madrigal, the owner of Dan-
iel’s Backyard BBQ, presents a nearly 
4-pound plate of food from his Tex-
as-style BBQ joint through the mesh 
screen that protects the cooking area 
from pests on Sept. 29, 2022.

Blockhead Brigade advocates for pit bulls and their people

BACKYARD BBQ
continued from page 1

Long Beach’s Blockhead 
Brigade is working to 
improve the lives and 
public image of pit 
bulls and the people 

who love them.
“Some people are very vehe-

mently against them and jump to 
conclusions about their person-
alities and have a lot of miscon-
ceptions about them,” Blockhead 
Brigade founder Laura Vena said.

After adopting an affectionate 
pit bull named Willa Chicklet from 
the Long Beach Shelter, Vena said 
she noticed some people were 
afraid of her sweet girl, and some 
would even cross the street if 
they saw her coming. Those who 
took the time to get to know Willa 
would learn she easily connected 
with people, was great with kids 
and volunteered at nursing homes.

Her experience having an 
“amazing” dog that people were 
frightened of led her to create 
Blockhead Brigade for others expe-
riencing the same thing. 

Blockhead Brigade holds “pack 
walks” every week where people 
can bring their canine compan-
ions to participate in a socially 
distanced walk while 10 feet apart. 
This helps socialize both aggressive 
and overly-friendly dogs, who can 
learn to be calm around others.

“Teaching dogs, all dogs, to be 
calm around other dogs is a great 
way to socialize them safely,” Vena 
said. “And the cool thing about the 
pack walks is that we’ve created 
this community, so not only are we 
helping dogs and people be safer, 
have better communication with 

each other, have a better bond, 
have more fun, but also we’re con-
necting to each other.”

Besides opportunities to safely 
socialize, Blockhead Brigade also 
advocates for pit bulls to be treated 
fairly in housing and in shelters. 
Vena said during her time work-
ing with Long Beach Animal Care 
Services, she learned many of the 
pit bulls currently in the shelter 
are there because someone in an 
apartment building complained to 
the landlord that there was a pit 
bull living there.

“The dog never did anything 
wrong. Sometimes the dogs aren’t 
even pit bulls by the way, they’re 
mixes that maybe don’t even have 
any pit bull in them,” Vena said.

Pit bulls are not a breed, but an 
umbrella category that numer-
ous breeds and mixes are placed 
under, including: the American 

pit bull terrier, American Stafford-
shire terrier, Staffordshire bull 
terrier, American bully and others 
that sport the signature blocky 
head.

Within shelters, even some staff 
can be scared of pit bulls. Block-
head Brigade advocates for shelter 
staff to treat pit bulls the same as 
any other dog.

“If you have ever been to a 
shelter, it’s a pretty scary place 
for dogs,” Vena said. “If a dog 
is afraid, and then they’re being 
approached by somebody who 
doesn’t trust them it just adds to 
the fear that they feel.”

Google “vintage pit bull pho-
tos,” says Vena, and you’ll find a 
plethora of back-and-white photos 
of pit bulls alongside families and 
children. And indeed, a quick Goo-
gle image search confirms these 
results. 

“They were America’s dog. They 
were the number one dog [...] in 
the ‘20s to ‘40s in this country,” 
Vena said. “They were America’s 
dogs and then they’ve had this 
pretty persistent bad marketing 
that associated them with what I 
would call the deviant side where 
people have used them and abused 
them for their own profit or their 
own means. And that’s such a 
small minority of the dogs and, by 
the way, those dogs are actually 
victims.”

The book “Pit Bull: The Bat-
tle over an American Icon” by 
Bronwen Dickey explains in-depth 
how misinformation led the pit 
bull from being seen as a beloved 
mascot and sidekick to a danger-
ous and frightening beast. Pit bulls 
once starred in ad campaigns for 
children’s products, and famous 
pit bulls appeared in on-screen 
comedies, such as the performanc-
es by canine actors Luke and Pal 
The Wonder Dog.

Dickey also explains there is a 
common misconception that pit 
bulls have a more powerful bite 
and are more likely to lock their 
jaws after biting, when in reality 
pit bulls have a bite comparable to 
other dogs their size.

While it is true that pit bull 
breeds were originally bred to 
fight bulls for the entertainment of 
humans, they’ve been bred as pets 
since the 19th century. As bull and 
dog fights became less common, 
some people began forcing pit 
bulls to fight each other. 

According to Dickey’s book, as 
animal advocacy groups began 
utilizing the media to make the 
public aware of the horrors of dog 
fighting, pit bulls simultaneously 

began appearing in articles about 
the fights, associating them with 
violence and criminality—tarnish-
ing their public image.

Blockhead Brigade is planning a 
Pit Bull Appreciation Day on Oct. 
15 at Marina Vista Park, which 
will feature a pack walk, training 
demonstrations, vendors, raffles 
and a Day of the Dead altar honor-
ing departed pets.

“Pit bull Appreciation Day is 
a day to come out and celebrate 
blocky-headed dogs and our love 
for them and advocate for them 
and show that they’re just like any 
other dog,” Vena said.

While the Blockhead Brigade 
is centered around pit bulls, all 
breeds are welcome to participate 
in its events. Pit Bull Appreciation 
Day will take place on Oct. 15 from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Marina Vista 
Park at 5355 E Eliot St. 

Pack walks take place on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Long Beach Exchange, 4069 N 
Lakewood Blvd., Saturdays at 9 
a.m. at Alamitos Heights Park, 
5101 E Vermont St. in Long Beach 
and Sundays at 9 a.m. at Cheviot 
Hills Park and Recreation Center, 
2693 Motor Ave. in Los Angeles. 
For more information, visit block-
headbrigade.org.

COMMUNITY

Kristen Farrah Naeem
Staff Writer

Backyard BBQ in his childhood 
stomping grounds surrounded by 
his neighbors, on the same block 
where his parents and two of his 
uncles still live.

At first Daniel’s Backyard BBQ 
was only open on the weekends. 
When Madrigal’s family was 
homebound during the COVID-19 
lockdown and his regular con-
struction jobs began slowing down, 

one of his friends suggested that 
he start running his barbecue busi-
ness full-time.

His pop-up stand quickly 
developed a cult-following, a dou-
ble-edged sword it turns out, at the 
beginning of a pandemic. Hun-
dreds of people would show up to 
wait in line for Daniel’s Backyard 
BBQ, which promptly brought City 
staff down from the Long Beach 

Health Department.
“It got so hectic,” Madrigal said. 

“I had a social media post blow up 
and I had people lined up for three 
hours, so the city and the police 
and the health department showed 
up. They tried shutting us down.”

Following back-and-forth dis-
cussions with the health depart-
ment, Madrigal was forced to buy a 
food truck—which he hated.

“I talked to the health depart-
ment,” Madrigal said. I told them, 
‘Hey, I’m willing to do anything 
you guys want me to do, get any 
permits, whatever you guys want 
me to do, but I’m not working out 
of a truck. I just don’t like it.”

Over a period of discussion, 
and as infection rates started to 
decline, the health department 
agreed to allow Madrigal to contin-

ue operating his pop-up stand. He 
said the same health department 
workers that reprimanded his 
business years ago are now regular 
customers of his.

Daniel’s Backyard Barbecue is 
located at 3636 Santa Fe Ave., and 
open Thursday to Sunday from 11 
a.m. to whenever all the barbecue 
sells out.

Kristen Farrah Naeem | Signal Tribune
A portait of Hippo, a 5-month-old American pit bull terrier and American bully 
mix who lives in Long Beach. 

CLEAN AIR DAY
continued from page 5
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