
Your Weekly Community Newspaper

Serving Bixby Knolls, California Heights, Los Cerritos, Wrigley and Signal HillVOL.VOL.  XLVXLV  NO. 11  NO. 11 Friday, March 17, 2023

Signal Tribune

THESE APPS COST OUR CUSTOMERS AND OUR 
RESTAURANT EXTREMELY HIGH SERVICE FEES.

ORDER DIRECTLY FROM OUR WEBSITE AT 
BIGEPIZZA.COM. Join our Loyalty Program on our 
website and receive $10 off your next order as well 
as other rewards!

SCAN HERE
TO ORDER

ONLINE

       

 FAST DELIVERY 
       

562-498-8788
3225 E. PCH, Suite C, Signal Hill, CA 90755

          

  TIRED OF PAYING THIRD PARTY DELIVERY FEES?

around around 
TOWNTOWN

THINGS TO DOTHINGS TO DO

CULTURE

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Julio “Jules” Gutierrez, the founder of local pop-up bar Chuntikis, poses with his five specially crafted drinks that 
will be served during a St. Patricks Day event at Roxxanne’s. The drinks tell the story of the Irish soldiers who 
defected from the U.S. military to fight for Mexico during the Mexican-American War.

Enjoy St. Patrick’s Day cocktails with a 
side of storytelling, from Marie’s Tek Tec

LOCAL BUSINESS

Meet Long Beach and Signal 
Hill’s vegan cheesemonger

T
his St. Patrick’s Day, 
Long Beach residents 
can indulge in a taste 
of Irish and Mexican 
history while tak-

ing part in one of several festive al-
cohol-fueled celebrations happening 
throughout the day.         

On Friday, March 17 from 6 p.m. to 
midnight, local outdoor tiki bar Ma-
rie’s Tek Tec, located at the rear end of 
Roxanne’s (1115 E. Wardlow Rd.), will 
be hosting a St. Patrick’s Day-themed 
event celebrating the cultural connec-
tion between Mexico and Ireland dat-
ing back nearly two centuries. 

The event will also serve as the 
soft-opening in the run-up to Marie’s 
spring reopening for their “second 
season.” Their first season ran during 
the summer and fall of 2022. 

Along with the St. Patrick’s Day cel-
ebration and a Cinco De Mayo event 
that’s currently in the works, Marie’s 
grand reopening will include a life-
size Olmec head created by Los Ange-
les-based artist Andy Rios (@loveyo-
dreams on Instagram), and a blessing 
of the venue from Aztec dancers. 

“Marie’s was built around the 

Kristen Farrah Naeem
Staff Writer

see VEGAN CHEESEMONGER page 5

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Brogyn Gage, the vegan cheesemonger behind O’LaVi, holds a board with a selec-
tion of her vegan cheeses at the Bixby Knolls Farmers market on Thursday, March 
9, 2023. There is a variety of cheese analogs to choose from, including mozzarella 
and sharp cheddar.

Ryan Hardison
Design Editor

“A mini history lesson that accompanies every cocktail”

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Julio “Jules” Gutierrez, the founder of local pop-up bar 
Chuntikis, slides out the vividly green “La Isla Verde” 
drink, topped with an umbrella and pineapple ring inside 
Marie’s Tek Tec bar on March 9, 2023. 

see ST. PATRICK’S DAY page 4

After becoming vegan, there was only one food Brogyn Gage really 
missed—cheese. Her journey to find a tasty plant-based alterna-
tive led her to create her own business: Long Beach’s only artisanal 
vegan cheese pop-up shop, O’LaVi.

“It really was just me trying to find a way to satisfy my own cravings for veg-
an cheese,” Gage said. “And I realized that there was a market to start selling 
all of these vegan cheeses that I was researching, and finding out about, and 
taste-testing for myself.”

Gage has been vegan for the past six years, but it wasn’t until she was stuck 
at home during the pandemic in 2020 that she had time to seriously look for 
a source of quality vegan cheese. 

She began by trying to make vegan cheese herself, but realized there is 
a steep learning curve, and it would take years for her to develop a recipe 
she’s happy with. In the meantime, she began buying and taste-testing vegan 
cheeses from various businesses across the country.

“I realized that there really wasn’t much of a market for artisanal, good 
vegan cheese in Long Beach,” Gage said. “And I thought that was really sur-
prising because Long Beach has such a great vegan community and so many 
great vegan options. But I realized that there’s really not too many places, not 
just in Long Beach, but even in like, LA or Orange County, to get artisanal 
vegan cheese.”

After having a hard time finding what she was looking for in the nearby 
area, in the summer of 2022 Gage decided to step up and become Long Beach 
and Signal Hill’s local vegan cheesemonger. 

Every Thursday, Gage sets up shop at the Bixby Knolls Farmers Market 
with a spread of logs, wedges and whole wheels of nut-based vegan cheeses 
that mimic the taste of brie, pimento, pepperjack, chèvre, gruyere and more. 
She also has an online store where customers can place orders to later pick up 
in Long Beach or Signal Hill.

When choosing which products O’LaVi sells, Gage looks for vegan cheeses 
from small businesses that meet her standards for taste.

“I want it to be super tasty and I’m really picky with what I carry because I 
feel like there’s such a negative taste in people’s mouth with what they think 
vegan cheese tastes like, because they’ve really only had vegan cheese when 
it started coming out like five to 10 years ago, or what they’ve had only in the 
grocery store,” Gage said. “So a lot of people haven’t had a really great expe-
rience with vegan cheese.”

see page 3see page 3
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SIGNAL HILLCITY COUNCIL

Don’t miss this adventure comedy!

Weekends 
til 

March 25th 

562-494-1014 LBPlayhouse.org
5021 E. Anaheim St.

Long Beach launches Food Truck Survey, will 
inform future regulations
Staff Report
Signal Tribune

Long Beach is inviting residents 
to share their thoughts on how the 
city should regulate food truck op-
erations through its Food Truck 
Survey. From now until April 2, 
residents can give their perspec-
tives on the frequency, locations 
and operational regulations they 
think food trucks should abide by. 

The Food Truck Survey differs 
from the previously distributed 
Sidewalk Vendor Survey, which 
was launched in 2022. 

Long Beach will attempt to sup-
port “food truck entrepreneurial 
opportunities” while addressing 
the “needs and concerns” of resi-
dents, business owners, food truck 
operators and “other key stake-
holders,” according to a press re-
lease from the city. 

The survey is broken up into 
three sections: perspective on food 
trucks, frequency and location of 
food trucks and demographics of 
the survey-taker. Questions center 
around the benefits and concerns 
of food trucks in Long Beach, where 
and when residents see food trucks 
most often, where food trucks 

should be limited or encouraged, 
and if the existence of a food truck 
has ever discouraged the surveyee 
from dining at a restaurant. 

Surveys can be taken online at 
longbeach.gov/foodtrucks through 
a smartphone or computer. Those 
without access to a phone or com-
puter can take the survey at Long 
Beach Public Library branches 
through their computer labs or pick 
up a paper survey. 

Online and paper surveys are 

available in English, Spanish, 
Khmer and Tagalog. 

Survey results will inform new 
citywide regulations on food truck 
operations and are expected to be 
presented to the city council in the 
coming months. 

For updates on the food truck 
and sidewalk vendor policies, res-
idents can complete the online in-
terest form or visit longbeach.gov/
foodtrucks.

NEWS

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Cesar Coutino salts fries while aboard the Poutine Brothers food truck at the 
Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach on Sept. 25, 2021.

Signal Hill ends COVID-19 
state of emergency after 3 years

Kristen Farrah Naeem
Staff Writer

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A health care worker with the City of Long Beach Department of Public Health 
scans the bar code of a PCR (polymerase chain reaction) COVID-19 test at the 
Veterans Memorial Stadium parking lot in Long Beach on Jan. 3, 2022.

The Signal Hill City Council 
unanimously voted to officially end 
the local COVID-19 state of emer-
gency on Tuesday, March 14, al-
most three years after it began.

The state of emergency was first 
proclaimed three years ago by City 
Manager Hannah Shin-Heydorn, 
in accordance with Signal Hill Mu-
nicipal Code and California Gov-
ernment Code 8630, and was rat-
ified by the city council on March 
24, 2020. 

Signal Hill’s state of emergency 
occurred after California and Los 
Angeles County had already de-

clared their own. Because the state 
also declared a state of emergency, 
the council did not have to renew 
the state of emergency every 30 
days, like it would usually have to 
for local states of emergency.

Shin-Heydorn said in 2020 that 
declaring a state of emergency 
would allow Signal Hill to receive 
reimbursement from the state 
and federal governments for costs 
caused by the pandemic, and as-
sign all government workers as 
“disaster service workers” so they 
can take on roles usually outside of 
their intended responsibilities.

There was no discussion by 
council members before they voted 
to end the state of emergency.

WANT TO PROMOTE 
YOUR BUSINESS?

SEND US AN EMAIL
ADVERTISING

@SIGNALTRIBUNE.COM

Long Beach reopens discussions for 
Terminal Island Freeway, possibly 
expanding green space in west side
Samantha Diaz
Managing Editor

Long Beach is revisiting a plan 
that has been tabled for eight years 
to expand park space in the west 
side by transforming parts of land 
along the Terminal Island Freeway. 

The plan was created in 2015 by 
the city, CalTrans and the Port of 
Long Beach to address the environ-
mental impacts on westside neigh-
borhoods and improve quality of 
life for residents. The westside is 
surrounded by the 710 freeway, 405 
freeway and Pacific Coast Highway, 
which contributes to some of the 
worst air quality in the city. 

“We know that Long Beach is 
park-starved,” said Councilmem-
ber Robert Uranga, who reintro-
duced the plan to the council Tues-
day night. “We need more open 
space so let’s make this project 
something we can be proud of and 
something that’s going to matter 
for the city of Long Beach.” 

The city doesn’t control the en-
tire length of Terminal Island, but 
owns almost 10 acres of the land. 

Facilities surrounding Ter-
minal Island include Cabrillo 
High School, Hudson Elementa-
ry School, the Century Villages 
at Cabrillo and multiple housing 
developments.  According to stud-
ies done by the city in 2015, 47% of 
the community around Terminal 
Island is Latino. 

“This project will address multi-
ple issues that the west side defi-
nitely has right now such as poor 
air quality, lack of green space and 
lack of retail,” said Long Beach res-
ident Connie Loggins. “My desire 
is to have that zone address these 
particular issues. There’s no reason 
that residents should have to leave 

their community for … bike paths, 
walk paths, even retail opportuni-
ties.”

Through public outreach con-
ducted in 2015, the plan outlines 
ways to transform the first and last 
mile of the Terminal Island into ur-
ban forests, walking and bike paths, 
storm drainage, wetlands, a skating 
area, a community garden, a plaza, 
“pollution-eating plants” and more. 

Terminal Island Freeway was 
built in 1947, then called the Indus-
trial Freeway, by the U.S. Navy to 
improve access to Long Beach ports 
and Naval shipyards. Now the free-
way connects Terminal Island to 
the Long Beach Port.

The road would still be in use, 
but the pedestrian space would be 
expanded and large spaces of land 
that are now road or concrete will 
be reused for green space. 

“When we decided as a city to 
create a port we still had horses 
and carriages. We didn’t know that 
we would have the second largest 
port in America, but we made that 

choice,” said Mayor Rex Richard-
son. “When it comes to thinking 
about how we create some sense of 
environmental justice in those ar-
eas, we have to think big ideas here 
and if we can get this right … This 
is something that we can rally some 
of our state and federal partners 
around.”

There are also plans to use the 
strip of land to connect Hudson 
and Admiral Kidd Parks and to cre-
ate a buffer of trees separating resi-
dencies from commercial usage. 

According to city documents, 
it would take five to seven years 
to complete the Terminal Island 
Transition Plan. 

City staff will return to the coun-
cil within four months on the fea-
sibility of implementing the plan, 
“ranging from partial to full im-
plementation,” according to staff 
reports. City staff will also report 
back on funding sources and ways 
the project might help Long Beach’s 
goal of hosting events in the 2028 
Olympics. 

Image Courtesy of the City of Long Beach
A rendering of what the Terminal Island Freeway will look like after being trans-
formed into green space.
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a weekly list of things to do 
in long beach and signal hill

around 
town

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A Monarch butterfly lands on David Hedden’s hand at the Growing Experience 
Urban Farm in Long Beach on May 6, 2022.

If you’re not already feeling 
lucky, a skim through our 
things to do in Signal Hill and 
Long Beach will change your 

mind. 
Local businesses, nonprofits and 

artists are hosting a mass of ways to 
celebrate the clear skies this week-
end. Friday night local music will 
shine at Kubo LB, as residents flock 
to the stage to share their original 
poetry, songs and acoustic melo-
dies. Six local bands will serenade 
residents at Gilmore Music as The 
Lock Jester Ensemble celebrates its 
new album release. 

Spring is not only a time for bask-
ing in the sunlight, but also for wel-
coming new life—whether it’s plant 
life or vibrant insects. Residents 
can help create a habitat for mon-
arch butterflies that will soon grace 
Long Beach skies at Willow Springs 
Park Saturday morning. Those who 
want to get an early start on their 
spring gardening can buy or trade 
plant cuttings at Plantiitas Satur-
day afternoon. 

It’s also a good week for book and 
magazine lovers. Those interest-
ed in learning how to create zines 
can learn from local organization 
VoiceWaves at the Los Altos Neigh-
borhood Library Saturday after-
noon. Teens in need of a new book 
to obsess over should head over to 
Casita Bookstore Sunday afternoon 
to swap novels with their fellow 
bookworms.

17friday

kuwento open mic
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Local 

business space Kubo LB (3976 At-
lantic Ave.) will be holding an open 
mic night on the third Friday of 
each month. Poets, musicians and 
acoustic bands are invited to share 

their work with the community. 
This is an inclusive and supportive 
space for people of all skill-levels. 
Free.

album release party
7:30 p.m. The Loch Jester En-

semble invites the public to cel-
ebrate the release of their new al-
bum at Gilmore Music (1935 E 7th 
St.). Five other bands will also be 
performing. This event is appropri-
ate for all ages. There is an entry fee 
of $5.

18saturday
 

monarch day of action
9 a.m. to noon. Volunteers are 

needed to help create a habitat 
for monarch butterflies at Willow 
Springs Park (2745 Orange Ave.). 
Volunteers will spread narrowleaf 
milkweed seeds and plant native 
sagebrush and buckwheat. The 
event will include live music and 
crafts. Free.

woc foodie & arts 
market
Noon to 4 p.m. A variety of busi-

nesses owned by women of color 
will be selling their products at 
Shop Pretty+Chloe (4405 E Village 
Rd.). The event will also feature 
photo-ops and children’s activities. 
Free.

shamrockin’ 
mardi gras
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. In honor of Mar-

di Gras and St. Patrick’s Day, a cel-
ebration will be held at Shoreline 
Village (401-435 Shoreline Drive), 
featuring food, music, perform-
ers, dancing, beads and a parade. 
Balloon animals and face-painting 

will be available for children until 4 
p.m. Free.

19sunday

teen/ya book swap
noon to 1 p.m. Teens are invited 

to Casita Bookstore (1440 E. Fourth 
St.) to bring a book they would 
highly recommend to a friend 
and swap with fellow book-lovers. 
Books should be in “like new” or 
slightly-used condition and attend-
ees should come with one to two 
reasons why they highly recom-
mend the book. Free.

midwifery 
monthly meetup
Noon to 2 p.m. Local midwife An-

gelica Miller hosts a monthly meet-
up with families in the Long Beach 
area. Parents will have a supportive 
space to share their experiences 
and ask questions. To register for 
the meetup, direct message Miller 
on Instagram, @midwife_ang. The 
location will be disclosed after reg-
istration. Free.

jazz concert
3 p.m. Dewey Erney and friends 

will return to the Grace First Pres-
byterian Church (3955 N. Stude-
baker Rd.) to celebrate the music 
of Jazz legend Cole Porter. The 
concert is offered for free but has a 
requested $10 donation per person.

 

20monday
 
help for the 
unhoused
Free. 9 a.m. to noon. The City’s 

Mobile Access Center will be offer-
ing services to people experiencing 

homelessness at the North Los Al-
tos Shopping Center (2270 N Bell-
flower Blvd.). A medical clinic will 
be offering health care and showers 
will be available for use. Free.

introductions to 
reference solutions
11 a.m. to noon. The Long Beach 

Public Library invites entrepre-
neurs and business owners to learn 
how to use Reference Solutions, 
a free program available at the li-
brary, to help them start, manage 
and grow a business. Registration is 
required for this event. To register, 
visit https://register.gotowebinar.
com/rt/6932781878054041870. 
Free.

  

21tuesday

world poetry day
11 a.m. to noon. The Museum of 

Latin American Art will be hosting 
an online event in honor of World 
Poetry Day, featuring reading by 
six Latinx poets. To register for the 
event, visit molaa.org/events. Free.

easter basket 
building & Donations
Noon to 3 p.m. Treatment cen-

ter Akua Strong Long Beach (5355 
E Carson St.) needs volunteers to 
help make easter baskets that will 
be donated to schools and shelters. 
Free.

22wednesday

food distribution
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Individuals and 

families in need are invited to re-
ceive groceries at Community Med-
ical Wellness Centers USA (1360 E 

Anaheim St.). Food will be avail-
able on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Attendees should bring a cart 
or bag to carry their food home. For 
more information, call 562-826-
1608 or 562-624-5477. Free.

sensory story time
Parents and caregivers are invit-

ed to bring children to this inclusive 
storytime at the Bach Neighbor-
hood Library (4055 N. Bellflower 
Blvd.). Children of all abilities will 
use their senses to read, create and 
learn through stories, songs and 
play. Free.

23thursday

toddler storytime
11 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Parents and 

caregivers are invited to bring tod-
dlers between 17 and 36 months to 
the Michelle Obama Neighborhood 
Library (5870 Atlantic Ave.) to en-
joy stories and songs. Free.

 
celebrate downtown
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. The public will 

be able to enjoy food, drinks, music 
and activities at Lincoln Park (In-
tersection of W Ocean Blvd & Pacif-
ic Ave.) during this celebration by 
the City of Long Beach. Free.

is that it? 
nope!

visit us online at 
www.signaltribune.
com for more events. 
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Code: SHP2201 Code: SHP2202

December 31, 2023

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
continued from page 1

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Green sprinkles are shaken onto the whipped cream that tops the “Mamo’s Choc-
olate,” a drink inspired by Mexican hot chocolate and an Irish Coffee drink inside 
Marie’s Tek Tec bar on March 9, 2023.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Five specially crafted cocktails that will be served during a St. Patricks Day event at Roxxanne’s are laid out by Julio 
“Jules” Gutierrez, the founder of local pop-up bar Chuntikis. The drinks tell the story of the Irish soldiers who defected from 
the U.S. military to fight for Mexico during the Mexican-American War.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Julio “Jules” Gutierrez, the founder of local pop-up bar Chuntikis, adds tequi-
la into the shot glass for the “Yankee Slammer,” a pre-Mexican-American War-
themed tequila and lime shot dropped into a celery michelada beer. All proceeds 
from this drink will go to The World Central Kitchen, a nonprofit that focuses on 
providing humanitarian food relief to countries struck by disaster.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Julio “Jules” Gutierrez, founder of 
local pop-up bar Chuntikis, shakes 
up a cocktail from inside Marie’s Tek 
Tec bar area of Roxanne’s on March 9, 
2023.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
The viscus green coconut cream of the 
“La Isla Verde” drink is poured into a 
jigger by Julio “Jules” Gutierrez in-
side Marie’s Tek Tec bar on March 9, 
2023.

concept that we need to pay hom-
age to our Latin American roots, 
dating as far back as Ancient Meso-
america, and it’s these kinds of sto-
ries that we absolutely love giving 
Chuntikis an opportunity to tell,” 
Torres said.

Marie’s St. Patrick’s Day soiree 
will feature all-you-can-eat corned 
beef tacos and a special cocktail 
menu crafted by Julio “Jules” 
Gutierrez, founder of local pop-up 
bar  Chuntikis. Gutierrrez was  re-
cently named  in beverage maga-
zine Imbibe’s  list of 75 people and 
places in the world of drinks to 
watch for 2023, where he shared 
his “Ajua’ Fresca” recipe. 

All of Gutierrez’s drinks are cre-
ated around vivid storytelling, with 
a mini history lesson that accompa-
nies every cocktail. It creates an ex-
perience that’s both indulgent and 
educational with every sip. 

When Gutierrez started 
Chuntikis, it initially served as a 
takeaway service during the early 
stages of the COVID-19 pandemic 
before they started organizing pop-
ups with local bars, beginning with 
a Cinco De Mayo event held at Rox-
anne’s in 2021. Since then, there 
has been a “symbiotic relationship” 
with Jim Torres, the communica-
tions director at Roxanne’s.

For this menu, Gutierrez has 
crafted four unique cocktails in-
spired by the San Patricio (St. 
Patrick’s) Battalion, a unit of im-
migrants and U.S. Army deserters 
led by Irishman John Riley that 
fought for Mexico during the Mexi-
can-American War. 

Each cocktail will offer a unique 
story that takes inspiration from 
Spanish and Gaelic. Gutierrez said 
he hopes that those who attend will 
take these “five-minute stories” 
home with them at the end of the 
night.  

“Everyone comes out and drinks 
and has a good time and probably 
drinks more than they should,” 
Gutierrez said about the holi-
day. “At least I want them to take 
some form of education along with 
whatever green-tinted tongue they 

might have at the end of the day,” 
Gutierrez said. 

The primary drinks on the 
menu include “Mamo’s Chocolate 
(Grandmother’s Chocolate),” de-
scribed as “Mexican hot chocolate 
meets Irish coffee,” as well as “La 
Isla Verde (The Green Island)” a 
green piña colada-inspired drink 
featuring Irish whiskey, coconut 
tequila, Irish cream and green mat-
cha-tinted coconut cream.

There will also be a special char-
ity shot dubbed the “Yankee Slam-
mer,” a pre-Mexican-American 
War-themed tequila and lime shot 
dropped into a celery michelada 
beer. All proceeds from this drink 
will be going to The World Central 
Kitchen, a nonprofit that provides 
humanitarian food relief to coun-
tries struck by disaster. 

Though Torres says it’s diffi-
cult competing with Irish taverns 
throwing their own festive St. Pat-
rick’s Day events, he believes their 
event will not only fit perfectly with 
the holiday, but with the overall 
theme of Marie’s as well. 

One specific example of this 
cross-cultural history is the origins 
of Obregón, Mexico, the hometown 
of Gutierrez’s father. The town’s 
namesake originates from Álvaro 
Obregón (originally O’Brien), one 
of Mexico’s first presidents and 
one of several Mexican leaders who 
came from joint Irish-Mexican de-
scent.  

“We want to focus on the entirety 
of Latin America and Latin Amer-
ica is incredibly diverse, not only 
throughout the entire continent but 
within regions and within cities,” 
Torres said. 

The St. Patrick’s Day celebration 
at Marie’s Tek Tec, located at 1115 
E Wardlow Rd, will be held on  Fri-
day, March 17 from 6 p.m. to mid-
night. 

Tickets to this 21+ event are 
available for $50 on Eventbrite or 
at the door the day of the event. 
Every ticket includes all-you-can-
eat corned beef tacos and a choice 
between a welcome cocktail or 
green beer for all guests. 
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December 31, 2023

VEGAN CHEESEMONGER
continued from page 1

O’LaVi offers around 20 differ-
ent vegan cheeses. Gage claims 
she can win over any non-vegan 
with the cashew-based Barn Cat by 
Philadelphia-based company Ban-
dit. Among her personal favorites, 
she lists another Bandit product, a 
cave-aged imitation of Brie cheese, 
complete with a natural rind.

“They’re all like my little cheese 
babies, so it’s hard to pick one,” 
Gage said.

O’LaVi is at the Bixby Knolls 
Farmers Market, located at the in-
tersection of Atlantic Avenue and  
E 46th Street, every Thursday from 
3 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. To place online 
orders for pick up in Long Beach 
and Signal Hill, visit o-lavi.com.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Vegan cheesemonger Brogyn Gage 
shows off two of her curated selections 
of vegan cheeses at the Bixby Knolls 
Farmers market on Thursday, March 
9, 2023.  One is a cashew-based moz-
zarella; the other is a ghost pepper and 
fried onion cheddar.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
The sign for O’LaVi helps make the Long Beach Vegan Cheesemonger stand out 
at the Bixby Knolls Farmers market on Thursday, March 9, 2023.

NEWS

Long Beach is giving its youth the power 
to decide how public funds are spent
Kristen Farrah Naeem
Staff Writer

The City of Long Beach is pre-
paring to distribute public funding 
for youth development, and, for the 
first time, is asking local youth to 
help them decide where the money 
will go.

There are two phases in the new 
Youth Power Participatory Bud-
geting Long Beach program. First, 
the City is asking nonprofit orga-
nizations whose goals align with 
the  Youth Emerging Adults Stra-
tegic Plan to submit ideas for sum-
mer programs for local youth by 
March 17.

The second phase of the program 
will begin in May, when youth that 
live, work or visit Long Beach will 
be able to vote on which summer 
programs will receive funding—ei-
ther online or at a planned voting 
fair. Nonprofits whose ideas garner 
the most votes will receive grants 
ranging from $10,000 to $75,000.

This is the first time the City of 
Long Beach has asked for commu-
nity members to directly decide 
how funding from the public bud-
get will be used, and will serve as a 
pilot program.

The Youth Power Participatory 
Budgeting Long Beach program 
will be led by the Office of Youth 
Development, The Nonprofit Part-
nership and the Long Beach Invest 
In Youth Coalition, with assistance 
from local nonprofit Khmer Girls 
In Action.

The funding comes from Mea-
sure US, which was passed by vot-
ers and went into effect in October 

2021 and doubled the tax rate on 
every barrel of oil produced in Long 
Beach. The City of Long Beach has 
allocated $400,000 of this money 
to youth summer programs. 

The money will be divided be-
tween the Youth Power Participato-
ry Budgeting Long Beach program, 
which will fund programs by offi-
cial nonprofits, and The Youth 100 
Fund, which gives smaller grants 
to informal student, parent and 
neighborhood groups.

“Investing in our youth and en-
suring they have the tools, resourc-
es and support needed to foster 
their development and future suc-
cess is a priority for our City,” said 
Mayor Rex Richardson in a public 
statement. “We’re thrilled for the 

opportunity, through Measure US, 
to once again provide these grants 
to community organizations that 
support local youth through their 
programs and services.”

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Supporters of the 2021 People’s Budget hold a poster resembling a check, encour-
aging the Long Beach City Council to invest in youth during its 2022 fiscal year 
budget deliberations.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Carlos Romeo, President of the Long 
Beach Neighborhood Foundation, 
uses a dry erase marker to sign a $500 
grant presented to a youth group in the 
Long Beach area on Feb. 6, 2022.
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LIVES  
LIVED
Ignacio Iba 81

Madeline Gallandt 30
Susan Cook 71

Timothy Ratkay 56
Cynthia Barns 86
Vera Kennedy 87

Randy Eichenberger 63
Donna Lee Ziegler 75

Philip Young 88
Leon Knight Jr. 45
Esther Miliotis 86
Ronnie Shadic 80

Daniel O’Connor 74
Fred Finder 60

Joan Reynolds 68
Virginia Neilson 75

Agustin Martinez Mendoza 51

The families were assisted by 
McKenzie Mortuary. 

For more details on service dates 
and times, contact  

(562) 961-9301

TST6920 / 2023 044717
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: 
FRIENDS OF LONG BEACH ANIMALS, 
3815 ATLANTIC AVE SUITE #4, LONG 
BEACH, CA  90807.  Mailing address:  PO 
BOX 92736, LONG BEACH, CA 90809.  
Registrant: FRIENDS OF LONG BEACH 
ANIMAL SHELTER, 3815 ATLANTIC AVE 
SUITE #4, LONG BEACH, CA  90807.  
State of Incorporation/Organization:  CA. 
This business is conducted by: a Cor-
poration. I declare that all information in 
this statement is true and correct. Signed: 
FRIENDS OF LONG BEACH ANIMAL 
SHELTER, TREASURER, LARRY BLUND-
EN.  The registrant has begun to use this 
fictitious business name. The registrant 
began using this fictitious business name 
in February, 2023.  This statement was 
filed with the county clerk of Los Angeles 
County on February 28, 2023. NOTICE:  
This fictitious business name statement 
expires five years from the date it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk. A new fic-
titious business name statement must be 
filed prior to that date.  The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law (see 
section 14411 et seq., Business and Pro-
fessions Code). Pub. The Signal Tribune: 
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 2023

TST6922
CASE   NUMBER:   (Numero   del   Caso):      
21STCV15989    SUMMONS    (CITACION  
JUDICIAL) NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: (AVI-
SO  AL  DEMANDADO):   ALVARO  LOPEZ  
dba   LOPEZ   REMODELING   SERVICES,   
Does  1  -  10  YOU  ARE  BEING  SUED  
BY  PLAINTIFF: (LO ESTA DEMANDANDO 
EL DEMANDANTE):  ABHAIJEET  SINGH,  
an  individual; “Additional Parties Attach-
ment form is attached” NOTICE! You 
have been sued.  The  court  may  decide  
against  you  without  your  being  heard  
unless  you  respond within 30 days. Read 
the information below. You have 30 CAL-
ENDAR DAYS after  this  summons  and  
legal  papers  are served on you to file a 
written response at this court and have 
a copy served on the plaintiff. A letter 
or phone call will not protect  you.  Your  
written  response  must  be  in proper 
legal form if you want the court to  hear  
your  case.  There  may  be  a  court  form 
that you can use for your response. You 
can find these court forms and more in-
formation at the California Courts Online 
Self-Help  Center  (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/ 
selfhelp),  your  county  law  library,  or  the  
courthouse  nearest  you.  If  you  cannot  
pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a 
fee waiver form. If you do not file your re-
sponse on time, you may lose the case by  
default,  and  your  wages,  money,  and  
property  may  be  taken  without  further 
warning from the court. There are other le-
gal requirements. You may want to call an 
attorney right away. If you do not know an 
attorney, you may want to call an attorney 
referral service. If you cannot afford an at-
torney,  you  may  be  eligible  for  free  
legal  services  from  a  nonprofit  legal  
services program. You can locate these 
nonprofit groups  at  the  California  Legal  
Services  Web  site  (www.lawhelpcalifor-
nia.org),  the  California  Courts  Online  
Self-Help  Center  (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp),  or  by  contacting your local 
court or county bar association. NOTE:  
The court has a statutory lien for waived 
fees and costs on any settlement or ar-
bitration award of $10,000 or  more  in  a  
civil  case.  The  court’s  lien must be paid 
before the court will dismiss the case. AVI-
SO!  Lo han demandado. Si no  respon-
de  dentro  de  30  dias,  la  corte  puede  
decidir  en  su  contra  sin  escuchar  su  
version.  Lea  la  informacion  a  continua-
cion.  Tiene  30  DIAS  DE  CALENDARIO  
despues  de  que  le  entreguen  esta  cita-
cion y papeles legales para presentar una 
respuesta por escrito en esta corte y hac	
er  que  se  entregue  una  copia  al  de-
mandante. Una carta o una llamada tele-
fonica no  lo  protegen.  Su  respuesta  
por  escrito  tiene  que  estar  en  formato  
legal  correcto  si  desea  que  procesen  
su  caso  en  la  corte.  Es  posible  que  
haya  un  formulario  que usted pueda 
usar para su respuesta. Puede  encontrar  
estos  formularios  de  la  corte  y  mas  
informacion  en  el  Centro  de  Ayuda  de  
las  Cortes  de  California  (www.sucorte.
ca.gov)  en  la  biblioteca  de  leyes  de su 
condado o en la corte que le quede mas  
cerca.  Si  no  puede  pagar  la  cuota  de  
presentacion,  pida  al  secretario  de  la  
corte que le de un formulario de exencion 
de pago de cuotas. Si no presenta su 
respuesta  a  tiempo,  puede  perder  el  
caso  por incumplimiento y la corte le po-
dra quitar su sueldo, dinero y bienes sin 
mas advertencia. Hay otros requisitos 
legales. Es recomendable que llame a un 
abogado inmediatamente. Si no conoce 
a un abogado, puede llamar a un servicio 
de remision a abogados. Si no puede pa-
gar a un abogado, es posible que cumpla 
con los requisitos para obtener servicios 

legales gratuitos de un programa de ser-
vicios legales sin fines de lucro. Puede en-
contrar estos grupos sin fines de lucro en 
el sitio web de California  Legal  Services,  
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org),  en  el  Cen-
tro  de  Ayuda  de  las  Cortes  de  Califor-
nia,  (www.sucorte.ca.gov) o poniendose 
en contacto con la corte  o  el  colegio  de  
abogados  locales.  AVISO:    Por  ley,  la  
corte  tiene  derecho  a  reclamar las cuo-
tas y los costos exentos por imponer un 
gravamen sobre cualquier recuperacion  
de  $10,000  o  mas  de  valor  recibida 
mediante un acuerdo o una concesion  de  
arbitraje  en  un  caso  de  derecho  civil.  
Tiene  que  pagar  el  gravamen  de  la  
corte  antes  de  que  la  corte  pueda  
desechar el caso. The name and address 
of the court is: (El nombre y direccion de 
la  corte  es):  Superior  Court  of  CalIfor-
nia,  County of Los Angeles, 111 N. Hill 
Street, Los  Angeles,  CA    90012.  The  
name,  address  and  telephone  number  
of  plaintiff’s  attorney, or plaintiff without 
an attorney is: (El  nombre,  la  direccion  y  
el  numero  de  telefono  del  abogado  del  
demandante,  o  del  demandante  que  no  
tiene  abogado,  es):  Ernesto  F.  Aldover,  
Esq.,  2550  Via  Tejon,Suite 3A, Palos 
Verdes Estates, CA  90274  (310)  540-
9800  Date:  (Fecha)  May 4, 2022 SHERRI 
R. CARTER, Clerk (Secretario) By: J. So, 
Deputy (Adjunto)

TST6923 / 2023 048980
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business 
as: THE PT CHICK, 4508 ATLANTIC AVE 
SUITE A 477, LONG BEACH, CA  90807. 
Registrant: SCI TOTAL FITNESS, INC., 
4508 ATLANTIC AVE SUITE A 477, LONG 
BEACH, CA  90807.  State of Incorpora-
tion/Organization: CA. This business is 
conducted by: a Corporation. I declare 
that all information in this statement is true 
and correct. Signed: KRISTIN ANN MC-
NEALUS, PRESIDENT.  The registrant has 
not begun to use this fictitious business 
name. The registrant began using this fic-
titious business name in N/A.  This state-
ment was filed with the county clerk of Los 
Angeles County on (Date). NOTICE: This 
fictitious business name statement ex-
pires five years from the date it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk. A new fic-
titious business name statement must be 
filed prior to that date.  The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law (see 
section 14411 et seq., Business and Pro-
fessions Code). Pub. The Signal Tribune: 
March 10, 17, 24 & April 7, 2023

TST6925 / 2023 050347
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: 
AP MEDLINE, 3269 SAN ANSELINE AVE. 
AMBER VILLE, LONG BEACH, CA  90808.  
LOS ANGELES COUNTY.  State of Incor-
poration/Organization: CA. This business 
is conducted by: A Corporation.  I declare 
that all information in this statement is true 
and correct. Signed: MUQUEET DADA-
VHOY, CEO.  The registrant has not begun 
to use this fictitious business name. The 
registrant began using this fictitious busi-
ness name in N/A.  This statement was 
filed with the county clerk of Los Angeles 
County on March 7, 2023. NOTICE: This 
fictitious business name statement ex-
pires five years from the date it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk. A new 
fictitious business name statement must 
be filed prior to that date. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law (see 
section 14411 et seq., Business and Pro-
fessions Code). Pub. The Signal Tribune: 
March 17, 24 & April 7, 14, 2023

TST6928 / 2023 042458
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: 
1.  DRAGAONBUNNY, 2.  DRAGON 
BUNNY SERVICES, 3.  DRAGONBUN-
NYHAULING & JUNK 4.  PROP OPS, 5.   
PROP OPS JUNK REMOVAL, 6.  PROP-
ERTY OPERATIONS JUNK REMOVAL, 7.  
PROPERTY OPERATIONS, 2600 EAST 
PANORAMA DRIVE #202, SIGNAL HILL, 
CA. 90755.  LOS ANGELES COUNTY. 
Registrant: DRAGONBUNNY LLC, 2600 
EAST PANORAMA DRIVE #202, SIGNAL 
HILL, CA 90755. State of Incorporation/
Organization: CA. This business is con-
ducted by: a Limited Liability Company. I 
declare that all information in this state-
ment is true and correct. Signed: RALPH 
NAVAL, MANAGER.  The registrant has 
not begun to use this fictitious business 
name. The registrant began using this 
fictitious business name in N/A. This 
statement was filed with the county clerk 
of Los Angeles County on February 27, 
2023. NOTICE: This fictitious business 
name statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of the 

county clerk. A new fictitious business 
name statement must be filed prior to that 
date.  The filing of this statement does not 
of itself authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state, or 
common law (see section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). Pub. 
The Signal Tribune: March 17, 24 & April 
7, 14, 2023

You might be thinking, 
“Why is Linda surround-

ed by pumpkins when it’s 
almost Easter?” Answer: 

to show that she’s been in 
the shelter at least since 

October—in fact, she 
entered in the middle of an 
August night when a couple 
of Long Beach Animal Care 
Services officers found her 
and another dog tied up 

at the main entrance gate! 
Linda’s been at the shelter 

for the better part of a 
year, and this is no fate for 
such an adorable, friend-
ly girl. As you may have 

heard, our shelter is literally 
overflowing with dogs, 

and some of them may not 
make it out of there at all. 
So please, consider this 

girl! She deserves you! Our 
shelter hours are Wednes-
day through Sunday from 

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 7700 E. 
Spring St. at the entrance 

to El Dorado Park (no park-
ing fee for shelter visitors). 
You can email PetAdopt@
longbeach.gov to speed 
the process for adopting 

or fostering Linda. Ask for 
ID#A682262.

 
(This rescue encouraged by 

the usual suspects.)

Pet of the week:Pet of the week:
LindaLinda

	

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE ADOPTION

Ordinance No. 2023-02-1543 was introduced by the Signal Hill City Council at their
meeting of Tuesday, February 28, 2023 and adopted by the City Council at their
meeting of March 14, 2023.  A summary of the ordinance is as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SIGNAL 
HILL, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING SECTION 12.05.040 OF CHAPTER 
12.05 OF THE SIGNAL HILL MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO NEW 
STREET TREE PLANTING

The ordinance was adopted by the following vote:

AYES:  	       MAYOR TINA L. HANSEN, VICE MAYOR LORI Y. WOODS,
                     COUNCIL MEMBERS   ROBERT D. COPELAND, KEIR
                     JONES, EDWARD H.J. WILSON

NOES:  	       NONE

ABSENT:       NONE

ABSTAIN:      NONE

A copy of the full text of the ordinance is available in the City Clerk’s Office and on the 
City’s website: www.cityofsignalhill.org.  

__________//ss// _________________
Kimberly Boles
Senior Deputy City Clerk

Published in the Signal Tribune newspaper on March 17, 2023.
Posted at City Hall, Discovery Well Park, Reservoir Park, and Signal Hill Public Library
on or before March 17, 2023.

TST6926

CITY OF SIGNAL HILL

TST6927/Order No: 13422
Auto Lien Sale

On 04/03/2023 at 201 COVINA AVE STE 
5 LONG BEACH, CA a Lien Sale will be 

held on a 2018 WABASH NAT 
VIN: 1JJV532D4JL051341 

STATE:  LIC:  at 10 AM
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WANT TO 
PROMOTE YOUR 

BUSINESS?
EMAIL

ADVERTISING@
SIGNALTRIBUNE.COM

CALL
(424) 536-0090

LET US CHECK!
FREE LEAK ASSESSMENT!

• BATHROOMS 
• KITCHENS 
• LANDSCAPING LINES

Pete’s Plumbing 

(562) 425-2373 
petes-plumbing.com

Have a leak?

We’re in a drought... don’t leak it out!

We want you to be a 
Re-Pete customer!
Fast, same day-service • Free estimates

10-day accounts and payment plans

• BATHROOMS

• WATER, DRAIN 
   OR GAS LINES

• KITCHENS(562) 599-0106

CRIMES REPORTED BY THE
SIGNAL HILL POLICE 

EYE ON CRIME

Wednesday, March 8
10:43 a.m., Identity theft, 2400 block E. 21st St.
12:12 p.m., Petty theft, 1600 block E. Willow St. (suspect arrested)
1:14 p.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 3300 block Industry Dr.
2:27 p.m., Identity theft, 3200 block E. 19th St.
4:53 p.m., Identity theft, 2200 block Molino Ave.
8:51 p.m., Fire, 1300 block E. 23rd St.

Thursday, March 9
8:39 p.m., Auto burglary, 2400 block Cherry Ave.
9:05 a.m., Injury hit and run, E. Willow St./Cherry Ave.
9:36 a.m., Identity theft, 2700 block Gundry Ave.
9:50 p.m., Auto burglary, 2700 block Junipero Ave.
11:15 a.m., Injury traffic collision, Cherry Ave./Crescent Heights 
12:33 p.m., Battery, 1700 block E. Willow St.

Friday, March 10
8:19 a.m., Person with a knife, E. PCH/Redondo Ave.
10:16 a.m., Battery, 2200 block E. Willow St.
2:58 p.m., Forgery Report, 2100 block E. Spring St.
4:03 p.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 900 block E. 33rd St.
7:44 p.m., Burglary, 2600 block Cherry Ave.
11:47 p.m., Injury traffic collision, Redondo Ave./E. PCH

Saturday, March 11
9:19 a.m., Auto burglary, 2300 block Orange Ave.
5:04 p.m., Injury traffic collision, 2300 block E. 28th St.
6:50 p.m., Injury traffic collision, 2700 block E. PCH

Sunday, March 12
6:09 a.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 600 block E. Willow St.
3:29 p.m., Burglary, 3200 block Lewis Ave.
5:38 p.m., Burglary, 2600 block E. 19th St.
6:42 p.m., Burglary, 2800 block Junipero Ave.

Monday, March 13
5:38 a.m., Burglary, 2500 block E. 28th St.
9:55 a.m., Grand theft, 2300 block Lemon Ave.
8:39 p.m., Battery, E. Willow St./Walnut Ave.

Tuesday, March 14
8:50 a.m., Battery, 1900 block Cherry Ave.
2:49 p.m., Person with a gun, E. PCH/Redondo Ave.
3:45 p.m., Forgery, 2500 block Cherry Ave.

LBPD reporting area is too extensive to report here, but you can go 
to their website: longbeach.gov/police.  Once there, click on Crime 
Info, then Crime Incident Mapping Application.  Click on Launch 
Crime Incident Mapping Application & type in an address.
 
You can use filters to select dates and types of crime.   

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  
points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $1Mil to lend on 

California Real Estate*

NEWS

For the past two years, Long 
Beach youth have been given a pas-
senger seat in the city’s investment 
in the future of its young people. 

Young Long Beach leaders pre-
sented the Invest in Youth Report 
to city council in 2018, which re-
sulted in the Long Beach Youth 
and Emerging Adults Strategic 
Plan (YSP), created with the help of 
youth ambassadors. 

There are 19 objectives and 71 
proposed activities in the YSP that 
Long Beach youth ambassadors be-
lieve will ensure their future. They 
culminate into six goals: youth de-
velopment, planning for the future, 
community care, housing, trans-
portation and physical, mental and 
emotional wellness. 

The YSP is meant to “not only 
build the capacity of youth, but also 
their families,” said Kelly Colopy, 
director of Health and Human Ser-
vices. 

The first action of the YSP was 
creating the city’s Office of Youth 
Development in 2021 to coordi-
nate funds and create formal part-
nerships that will benefit the lives 
of young people in Long Beach. In 
July 2022, the office chose 11 lead-
ers ages 16-26 for the Youth Advi-
sory Council to see through the six 
goals previously stated. 

“Who knows more about what 
the youth needs than the youth,” 
said Kimberly Lim, youth represen-
tative for district one. 

Three members of the Long 
Beach Youth Advisory Council gave 
an update on the progress made in 
the past two years and of its future 
goals. A common thread among the 
three leaders was that, despite their 
accomplishments, they require 
more input and partnerships with 
the various city departments in or-
der to meet all of their goals. 

“We recognize it takes a lot of 
time and effort, but we are also 
here to collaborate with city depart-
ments to make sure work is being 
done intentionally,” Lim said. 

So far, nearly $3.1 million has 
been allocated into furthering the 

goals of Long Beach youth leaders 
including the creation of the Of-
fice of Youth Development and the 
YSP. More than half of this fund-
ing ($1.56 million) is coming from 
Measure US, which increased the 
price of oil per barrel for communi-
ty resources. 

According to Colopy, 71% of 
funding has gone towards pro-
gramming and “direct community 
investments.” Since the creation of 
the Office of Youth Development, 
the city has created an Annual 
Youth Festival where young people 
are directed to local resources and 
the My Hood, My City program that 
allows youth to create neighbor-
hood tours through North, West 
and Washington neighborhoods in 
Long Beach. 

There’s also been 81 completed 
mentorship training programs be-
tween city staff and students from 
Franklin, Hoover, Lindbergh, Ste-
phens and Washington Middle 
Schools. Programs created under 
the Youth Strategic Plan include 
Books & Buckets, Californians for 
Justice, Pools of Hope, RightWay 
Foundation and the Youth Leader-
ship Institute. 

“I’m just incredibly proud of the 
progress we’ve made together on 
this work,” said Mayor Rex Rich-
ardson. “You stepped forward as 
young people. You worked together 
and showed what’s possible when 
we work together. We took it to the 
ballot together with Measure US 
and won and you have dedicated 
funding now to do and continue 
this work.”

Members of the Youth Advisory 
Council shared specific goals for 
Long Beach youth which include 
developing family-centered ap-
proaches to health, mental health 
and trauma, enhancing career de-
velopment opportunities for youth, 
creating “transition-age” youth 
housing opportunities, provid-
ing accessible transportation and 
strengthening its partnerships. 

“A lot of work has been done, but 
the job’s not finished,” said Male-
ka Lassiter, an 18-year-old current 
member of the youth council. “I’m 
here to say we need your support. 

We want to further our connections 
with city departments, youth civ-
ic bodies and elected offices to get 
more work done.”

Long Beach will also begin work-
ing with a Chicago youth-focused 
nonprofit My Block, My Hood, My 
City, which inspired Long Beach’s 
own iteration of the program. Chi-
cago’s program not only does youth-
led neighborhood tours, but also 
mentors “underprivileged youth 
through educational programs and 
field trips,” its  website  states. The 
council did not share specifically 
what the partnership would result 
in. 

“The decisions we’re making to-
day … it’s for you all, the next gen-
eration,” said councilmember Jonie 
Ricks-Oddie. “The decisions we’re 
making now are impacting you all. 
So having you engaged at the table 
and not just asking, but having you 
be leaders and using your voices 
and advocating for your communi-
ty is what we need.”

Samantha Diaz
Managing Editor

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A picture of the LONG BEACH sign lo-
cated in the Long Beach Civic Center, 
in Downtown Long Beach.

Youth Advisory Council shares its goals with 
Long Beach City officials

Long Beach, LA students reach 10 million free 
public transit rides

The Los Angeles County Metro-
politan Transportation Authority 
announced Monday it has reached 
its 2023 ridership goal for the Go-
Pass pilot program four months 
ahead of schedule, achieving 10 
million additional rides as of March 
7.

The GoPass pilot program, which 
began in August 2021, provides 
unlimited free transit rides to K-12 
and community college students in 
participating districts on Metro and 
13 other county transit agencies.

“The success of GoPass shows 
the need for public transit for K-12 
and community college students, 
and that if we make transit afford-
able and accessible for them, they 
will use it,” Ara Najarian, Glendale 
City Council member and Metro 
board chair, said in a statement.

GoPasses are available to stu-
dents at 16 county community col-

leges and 90 K-12 districts, charter 
networks and private schools. The 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
is the largest user of the program.

“GoPass is an important part of 
Metro’s strategy to provide criti-
cal support for students and their 
families while building back rid-
ership post-pandemic,” Stepha-
nie Wiggins, Metro CEO, said in a 
statement. “By offering free rides 
to K-12 and community college 
students and teaching them how to 
access the transit system through 
their schools, we’re building up 
their familiarity and comfort with 
public transportation, and creating 
lifetime transit users in the pro-
cess.”

According to LASUD Superin-
tendent Alberto Carvalho, in the 
last 16 months, more than 100,000 
LASUD students, mostly from 
low-income families, used public 
transportation, with more than 7 
million rides to go to school or ac-
cess museums, get to an internship 
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and extra-curricular opportunities.
Metro reported students from 

Santa Monica College were heavy 
users of the GoPass program as 
well as students in Long Beach.

“One important way to ensure 
equity for our students and their 
families is to help provide trans-
portation for traveling to and from 
school,” Jill Baker, superintendent 
of Long Beach Unified School Dis-
trict, said in a statement.
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A Metro A Line-rider exits the train at 
Firestone Station along the route from 
Long Beach to Los Angeles.

I’m here to say we 
need your support. We 
want to further our 
connections with city 

departments, youth civic 
bodies and elected offices 
to get more work done.

—Maleka Lassiter,
youth council member
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Where’s a good place
to bust out that even
lighter light jacket?

Visit ridelbt.com/aqualink or scan 
the QR code for more info.

Ride AquaLink Friday through
Sunday all Spring long.

Just
$5 ONE

WAY


