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Explore the beauty of life and death at Long Beach 
Creative Group’s Memento Mori show

ENVIRONMENT

O ver the next month, 
there’s one place in 
Long Beach where resi-
dents can go for spooky 

storytimes, opera performances, 
costume parties, a masquerade 
ball, tarot card readings, historical 
discussions and over 300 works of 
art—all for free. 

The Long Beach Creative Group 
is celebrating the impermanence of 
life and the beauty of death in its 
most ambitious programming yet: 
Memento Mori and The Macabre. 

The Rod Briggs Memorial Gal-
lery in downtown Long Beach has 
invited over 50 artists to enter 
pieces that capture what life and 
death mean to them. Over 300 

paintings, photographs, collages, 
prints, drawings and sculptures are 
included in the show, featuring a 
wide range of images and tones. 

Exhibit Coordinator Helen Cox 
said the idea stemmed from her 
experience hosting “Halloween 
extravaganzas” every year in her 
home, which resulted in hundreds 
of people coming through over the 
three years they hosted. Her affini-
ty for the macabre only grew from 
there.

“Memento mori is the recogni-
tion that we’re all going to die, life 
is fragile and because of that, we 
want to live life to the fullest and re-
ally enjoy its beauty and the amaz-
ing things it has to offer,” Cox said. 

Local company Bunny King 
Productions volunteered their in-
volvement early on, with a natural 

affinity toward the theme. The com-
pany will be helping host the larger 
events throughout the month. 

LBCG expanded its scope of 
artists this year in order to pro-
duce a more diverse experience for 
the community, with artists from 
around Los Angeles County. Cox 
said one of the gallery’s main fo-
cuses this year has been to reach 
younger and more culturally di-
verse audiences. 

Local painter Jana Opincariu 
said the show’s theme is right up 
her alley, as she tends to work with 
macabre often. Her oil painting 
shows a skull with the jaw missing 
from its face with a single white 
daisy sprouting from a crack on the 
top of the skull.

Opincariu said she wanted to 
show the “duality” of life and death 

Image Courtesy of Travis Stock-Tucker
A sculpture in the Memento Mori and The Macabre show at the Rod Briggs Me-
morial Gallery.

Samantha Diaz
Managing Editor

see MEMENTO MORI page 7

Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority receives 
$32 million grant to restore part of 
wetlands, increase public access
Samantha Diaz
Managing Editor

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
An aerial view of part of the Los Cerritos Wetland Area on the eastern side of 
Long Beach on Oct. 3, 2023. 

F ollowing a decade of advocacy and planning, the Los Cerritos Wetland Authority (LCWA) received a 
grant of $32 million to finally begin restoring the natural environment. 

The grant will go toward the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project, focusing on 103 
acres spanning through Long Beach and Orange County which has largely gone underappreciated 
and until recently, unfunded. 

“It’s very happy news, and good news on the environment is not as common as I wish it would be,” said Eliza-
beth Lambe, executive director of the LCWA. 

The Los Cerritos Wetlands Complex makes up 500 acres, which is all that remains of the 2,400-acre historic 
wetland system that used to go through parts of Los Angeles, the San Gabriel River and Orange County. Most of 
the land has been lost to housing and commercial developments, oil drilling and public infrastructures. 

The LCWA has been advocating for the protection of the land since 2011, speaking out against proposed de-
velopments surrounding the site and asking federal and local governments to reclaim the land from private 
ownership. 

The organization now runs the government-owned portion of the wetlands, and Lambe said the other 400 
acres are “on track” to be moved back into public ownership. When Lambe started working with the LCWA, all of 
the land was still privately owned, and she said through hosting community events, nature walks and field trips, 
she’s seen firsthand how much public interest has grown in the wetlands. 

see LOS CERRITOS WETLANDS page 6



2 WWW.SIGNALTRIBUNE.COM • NEWS • FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2023

HEALTH EVENT

City asks public to discuss 
Filipino Community Needs 
Assessment on Monday
Staff Report
Signal Tribune

On Monday, Oct. 30, the Long 
Beach Department of Health and 
Human Services (Health Depart-
ment) will give a presentation to 
the public at the Michelle Obama 
Neighborhood Library about its on-
going efforts to evaluate the health 
and wellbeing of the Filipino com-
munity in Long Beach.

Following the presentation, 
there will be a roundtable discus-
sion about the Filipino Commu-
nity Needs Assessment, which is 
being spearheaded by the Health 
Department’s Racial and Health 
Equity team. The assessment aims 
to evaluate service gaps as well 
as strengths related to the over-
all health of Long Beach’s Filipino 
community.

“We remain committed to racial 
and health equity in the city and 
look forward to learning about the 
specific needs of Filipinos in Long 
Beach,” said Mayor Rex Richard-
son in a public statement. “This 
upcoming round table is an oppor-
tunity for us to build relationships 
and explore partnerships with the 
Filipino community so we can work 
together to address their concerns.”

Over 20,000 individuals of Fil-
ipino descent live in Long Beach. 
According to the 2022 Census and 
California Healthy Places Index, 
approximately 20% of the popula-
tion in West Long Beach (zip code 
90810) self-identifies as Filipino. 

The Filipino Community Needs 
Assessment was initiated to gauge 
the impacts of COVID-19 on the 
city’s Filipino population and gain 
a deeper understanding of their re-
quirements to reduce health ineq-
uities. To achieve this, a research 
team with the assistance of com-
munity advisors, organized focus 
groups and a town hall in April 
2023 and conducted a health sur-
vey among Long Beach’s adult Fili-
pino residents over the summer.

“Our department is committed 
to ensuring that all of our com-
munities in Long Beach have what 
they need to be healthy and thrive. 
These community health needs as-
sessments are an integral step in 
ensuring that all [...] communities 
are seen, valued and uplifted,” said 
Director of Health and Human Ser-
vices Kelly Colopy in a public state-
ment.

After the presentation and com-
munity roundtable, the Health De-
partment will keep working with 
the Filipino Community Advisory 

Committee to identify short, me-
dium and long-term goals aimed at 
enhancing health outcomes for the 
local Filipino community. Commu-
nity members will be invited to par-
ticipate in working groups to devel-
op and monitor progress towards 
these goals.

Individuals are encouraged to 
RSVP in advance through the Fil-
ipino Community Health Needs 
Assessment Presentation and 
Roundtable Registration Form. 
Interpretation services will be pro-
vided in Tagalog, and language in-
terpretation requests in other lan-
guages can be made via the RSVP 
link at least 72 hours before the 
meeting.

The Filipino Community Needs 
Assessment is funded by a grant 
from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol (CDC). 

The assessment aligns with goal 
four of the City’s Racial Equity and 
Reconciliation Initiative, which 
aims to improve health and well-
ness in Long Beach by eliminating 
social and economic disparities in 
marginalized communities.

The Health Department plans 
to assess the health and wellness 
of historically underserved neigh-
borhoods and groups on an ongo-
ing basis. In 2022, the Health De-
partment developed the Mi Vida 
Cuenta COVID-19 Latinx Health 
Initiative Report and Workplan 
in partnership with the Center for 
Latino Community Health, Evalua-
tion, and Leadership Training. 

Currently, the Health Depart-
ment is working on a Community 
Health Needs Assessment focusing 
on Cambodian and Native Hawai-
ian and Pacific Islander communi-
ties and plans to commence a Black 
Community Health Needs Assess-
ment early next year.

The presentation of the Filipino 
Community Needs Health Assess-
ment will be held from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 30 at the 
Michelle Obama Neighborhood Li-
brary (5870 Atlantic Ave.).

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Lester Ramos, a human trafficking 
survivor from the Philippines, speaks 
during the May Day rally on May 1, 
2022.

Long Beach amends Housing Trust 
Fund to qualify for state grants

HOUSING

Samantha Diaz
Managing Editor

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
An aerial view of some of the houses within the newly formed Nehyam Historic District along the 6000 block of Walnut 
Avenue in North Long Beach on March 16, 2022.

 Signal Tribune File Photo
The Motel 6 Long Beach site located at 
5665 East 7th Street was purchased by 
the City and used as an Interim Shelter 
site before being converted to perma-
nent supportive housing.

In an effort to increase its chanc-
es for state funding, Long Beach 
City Council voted to update its 
Housing Trust Fund guidelines at 
its meeting Tuesday night. 

The Housing Trust Fund (HTF) 
was approved by the council on 
Oct. 11, 2005. The goal of the HTF 
is to “meet the housing needs 
of the city’s extremely low and 
above-moderate income house-
holds” through housing assistance 
and homeownership opportunities, 
according to a representative from 
the Community Development De-
partment. 

The fund was created with 
$250,000 from the Douglas 
Park project mitigation fund and 
$500,000 from transient occupan-
cy taxes from Fiscal Years 2005 and 
2006. 

A member from the Community 
Development Department said the 
two projects that have been funded 
through the HTF are a mobile home 
repair grant program and second 
mortgage assistance—currently, 
$33,000 remains in the trust fund. 

Funds can be used on construc-
tion loans, loans for the costs asso-
ciated with development or rehabil-
itation of affordable rental housing 
projects as well as emergency shel-
ters, permanent supportive hous-
ing, transitional housing and the 
construction of Accessory Dwelling 
Units. 

Since its inception, Long Beach’s 
HTF has not been eligible to receive 
funding from the California De-
partment of Housing and Commu-
nity Development’s Local Housing 
Trust Fund Program. The program 
helps by providing matching funds 
toward the creation, rehabilitation 
or preservation of affordable hous-
ing, transitional housing and emer-
gency shelters. 

According to Community De-
velopment Director Christopher 
Koontz, Long Beach’s HTF “hasn’t 
been structured in a way to get 
matching funds.” City Council is 
hoping to receive these funds by 
updating their “goal populations,” 
meaning the groups they aim to as-
sist through the HTF. 

Previous guidelines for the HTF 

stated that at least half of the funds 
must be used to assist extremely 
low-income households, while the 
other 50% must go to above mod-
erate-income households. 

The new guidelines for the Hous-
ing Trust Fund are as follows: 

•	At least 30% of the funds must 
be used on assisting extremely 
low-income households. 

•	No more than 20% of the funds 
can be used on moderate-income 
households. 

•	The remaining funds must be 
used on lower-income households. 

Councilmember Kristina Duggan 
asked Community Development 
Department members what plans 
exist surrounding the funding, and 
the department said there are no 
plans at the time.

The changes incentivize the City to prioritize low-income 
and extremely low-income households.
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CITY COUNCIL

Signal Hill selects 
nonprofit for housing 
developments

The City of Signal Hill has chosen 
a nonprofit developer to create two 
workforce housing developments 
on Walnut Avenue and Orange 
Street.

In April, the City said it had iden-
tified $10 million in funding to help 
create the Walnut Bluff and Orange 
Bluff workforce housing develop-
ments, with the goal of increasing 
the amount of affordable housing 
in Signal Hill. 

According to the California State-
wide Communities Development 
Authority, workforce housing is for 
individuals and households that 
earn between 60% and 120% of the 
Area Median Income ($51,684 to 
$103,368 for Signal Hill). Some-
times it is also known as middle-in-
come or moderate-income housing.

The City has estimated that the 
total amount a developer will spend 
to create both housing develop-
ments is $160 million.

The Orange Bluff workforce 
housing development will have 290 
units across 8.6 acres, while the 
Walnut Bluff project will have 90 

units across 2 acres.
On Tuesday, the City Council 

voted to partner with the nonprof-
it developer National Community 
Renaissance (National CORE) to 
create the two workforce housing 
locations. In addition to building 
housing, National CORE has also 
proposed building a 5,000-square-
foot Boys & Girls Club location at 
the Orange Bluff site to provide so-
cial services. 

“We really see this as an oppor-
tunity to create a texture of a neigh-
borhood,” said Gregory Bradbard, 
president of the Hope through 
Housing Foundation, a group affil-
iated with National CORE that will 
be working with the Boys & Girls 
Club. “So it’s not a development 
here, a development there, but it’s 
a series of building opportunities to 
introduce new kinds of amenities 
and architecture and attention for a 
neighborhood.”

The City Council directed City 
staff to negotiate with National 
CORE over the next few months 
to create an agreement for the de-
velopment project. City staff will 
return to the City Council with the 
agreement for final approval.

Kristen Farrah Naeem
Staff Writer

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
The Signal Hill City Hall building on Jan. 13, 2022.

This weekend, residents can 
honor seven local LGBTQ+ leaders 
while celebrating the 10th anniver-
sary of the Harvey Milk Promenade 
Park. 

Councilwoman Mary Zendejas 
and the Harvey Milk Promenade 
Equality Plaza Selection Commit-
tee invite residents to join in cele-
brating the induction of the 2023 
honorees on Saturday, Oct. 21.

“Harvey Milk Equality Pla-
za serves to honor and recognize 
the contributions of our LGBTQ+ 
leaders who represent the values 
of public service,” Zendejas said in 
a statement. “Our 2023 honorees 
have exemplified the dedication 
to their communities that Harvey 
Milk embodied, positively impact-
ing the lives of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity.”

Each of the honorees will receive 
a plaque at Equality Plaza, which 
serves as the focal point of the park. 
Equality Plaza features a concrete 
replica of the soapbox where Har-
vey Milk once stood to address and 
inspire crowds. Additionally, a 20-
foot flagpole at the plaza displays 
the gay pride flag. 

The Harvey Milk Promenade 
Park, named after the country’s 
first openly gay politician, became 
the nation’s first park dedicated to 
Milk’s memory nearly a decade ago. 

Stuart Milk, nephew of the park’s 
namesake, will be in attendance 
during the event, which coincides 
with the park’s 10th anniversary.

“The Harvey Milk Equality 
wall has become a landmark for 
the LGBTQ+ community of Long 
Beach,” the Harvey Milk Park 

Equality Plaza Selection Commit-
tee said in a public statement. “The 
selection committee is thrilled to 
induct these local leaders who con-
tinue to inspire and create change 
in their own lives and our commu-
nities.”

The Equality Plaza portion of the 
park is dedicated to honoring lo-
cal LGBTQ leaders who have been 
advocates for equal rights, AIDS 
research, entertainment, historic 
preservation, reducing homeless-
ness and other important causes.

The 2023 honorees are as fol-
lows:

•	Cory Allen: With a background 
in local government, Allen has been 
a voice for the community and 
has developed policies to support 
LGBTQ business owners. He has 
collaborated with various local and 
statewide governmental officials 
and previously served as Emperor 
of the International Imperial Court 
of Long Beach.

•	Karel Bouley and Andrew How-
ard: This pair is recognized for 
hosting the first openly gay drive-
time radio talk show on KFI and for 
their advocacy for LGBTQ rights.

•	Charlotte “Charlie” Cornett: 
Charlie played a significant role 
in co-founding the Gay & Lesbian 
Havurah at the Jewish Communi-
ty Center, the first of its kind in the 
nation. Additionally, she co-found-
ed the LGB Teams Project at the 
Center and led the Legal Clinic at 
Rainbow Services, a shelter for bat-
tered women, primarily serving the 
lesbian community.

•	Tom Crowe: Crowe led the 
LGBTQ+ Ugandan Refugee Pro-
gram in response to the Anglican 
Church of Uganda’s support of the 
2014 Ugandan Parliament’s “Kill 

Seven LGBTQ+ community Seven LGBTQ+ community 
leaders will have their names leaders will have their names 
added to Harvey Milk Park’s added to Harvey Milk Park’s 
Equality PlazaEquality Plaza

Staff Report
Signal Tribune

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Poet Jaden Fields recites a poem about the struggles and joys of living life as a trans, Black man in the United States to 
attendees of the Trans Day of Remembrance held at Harvey Milk Promenade Park on Nov. 20, 2022.

the Gays” Bill.
•	Carol Hass: Hass has been a 

Board Member of Long Beach 
Pride for over a decade and has 
worked on facilitating funding for 
LGBTQ community groups. She 
has also hosted and led numerous 
workshops for the community.

•	Debra Kahookele: During her 
work as a community advocate, 
Kahookele has been instrumental 
in raising awareness on various 
projects for the City of Long Beach. 
She has volunteered and sponsored 
events for the LGBTQ+ communi-
ty for over a decade and serves on 
several boards, including the Long 
Beach Rotary, Long Beach Day 
Nursery and more.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Long Beach City College added pride 
flags to both campuses on May 20, 
2021, to honor national Pride month 
and Harvey Milk’s birthday.
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CRIMES REPORTED BY THE
SIGNAL HILL POLICE 

EYE ON CRIME

Tuesday, October 10
11:23 a.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, Gundry Ave./E. 21st St.
6:21 p.m., Robbery, 700 block E. Spring St.

Wednesday, October 11
8:19 a.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 3200 block Lemon Ave.
11:48 a.m., Grand theft, 2800 block Cherry Ave.
12:36 p.m., Grand theft, 2400 block Cherry Ave.
5:32 p.m., Fire, E. Spring St./Olive Ave.
6:16 p.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 3200 block Lemon Ave.
7:42 p.m., Grand theft, 700 block E. Spring St.
 
Thursday, October 12
9:28 a.m., Injury traffic collision, 3000 block E. PCH
11:22 a.m., Injury traffic collision, 1900 block E. Willow St.
3:31 p.m., Injury traffic collision, 3300 block Orange Ave.
3:53 p.m., Injury traffic collision, Cherry Ave./E. 28th St.
6:11 p.m., Intoxicated person, 1800 block Temple Ave.

Friday, October 13
9:40 a.m., Auto burglary, 2400 block Cherry Ave.
2:05 p.m., Auto burglary, Myrtle Ave./E. 27th St.
6:39 p.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 2600 block E. 20th St.
  
Saturday, October 14
12:36 a.m., DUI; Orange Ave. north of 29th St. (suspect arrested)
1:07 p.m., Auto burglary, 2100 block E. 21st St.

Sunday, October 15
2:08 a.m., Auto burglary, 2600 block E. 28th St.
12:02 p.m., DUI, E. Willow St./Orange Ave. (suspect arrested)
1:57 p.m., Robbery, 2200 block E. Willow St.
2:07 p.m., Identity theft, 1300 block E. 23rd St.
5:03 p.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 3000 block California Ave.
6:08 p.m., Auto burglary, 2100 block E. Hill St.
8:23 p.m., Prowler, 2300 block Amelia Ct.

Monday, October 16
3:15 a.m., Intoxicated person, E. 21st St./Stanley Ave. (suspect arrest-
ed)
12:14 p.m., Grand theft, 900 block E. 33rd St.
12:19 p.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 2400 block Cherry Ave.
1:44 p.m., Grand theft, 2600 block E. 20th St.
1:52 p.m., Auto burglary, E. Hill St. west of Walnut Ave.
 
Tuesday, October 17
9:42 a.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, E. Spring St./California Ave. 
(suspect arrested)
10:14 a.m., Identity theft, 2400 block Lewis Ave.
2:11 p.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, Dawson Ave./E. Willow St.
4:08 p.m., Person with a gun, E. PCH/Freeman Ave.
4:20 p.m., Elder abuse, 2100 block Kelly Dr.
8:57 p.m., Fire, Cherry Ave. north of E. 19th St.
9:10 p.m., Intoxicated person, 2100 block E. 21st St. (suspect arrest-
ed)

OPINION EDITORIAL

The 2023 Assessment Roll, 
Signal Hill

It’s that time of year again when 
my Office undertakes its most im-
portant function of the fiscal year 
that lays the ground work for the 
very property taxes that pay for our 
vital public services: The Assess-
ment Roll. In fact, it’s a Constitu-
tional mandate.

The Roll for 2023 has been closed 
as of June 30 and it reflects growth 
for Signal Hill as well as the rest of 
the County.

First off, let me say this compre-
hensive tally values more than 2.5 
million real estate parcels in Los 

Angeles County and results in the 
very tax dollars that goes to pay for 
vital public services, such as health-
care, police, fire, schools, and even 
librarians, to name just a few. As I 
mentioned, I am constitutionally 
mandated to close the Roll by the 
end of the Fiscal Year on June 30. 
As a point of reference, my Fiscal 
Year runs from July 1 to June 30.

I am pleased to announce that 
the 2023 Assessment Roll has a to-
tal net value of $1.997 trillion, indi-
cating the 13th year of consecutive 
growth. The 2023 Roll also grew by 
$111 billion (or 5.91%) over 2022. 
That value places nearly $20 billion 
to be used for those public services 
I just mentioned.

Locally, Signal Hill for 2023 
came in at $3.28 billion for taxable 
values, which is a 6.7% increase 
over last year’s numbers. That in-
cludes 2,775 single-family homes, 
583 apartment complexes, 1,063 

commercial-industrial parcels for a 
grand total of 4,421 taxable proper-
ties. Yes, it’s a solid growth at $3.28 
billion.

Some basics: The Roll, as it is 
known, contains the assessed val-
ue of all real estate and business 
personal property in the county’s 
88 cities along with the unincorpo-
rated areas. It also breaks down the 
number of single-family residential 
homes, apartments and commer-
cial-industrial parcels.

This year’s Roll comprises 2.58 
million real estate parcels as well 
as business assessments county-
wide. That includes 1,892,564 
single-family homes, 250,511 
apartment complexes, 248,123 
commercial and industrial proper-
ties and more than 200,000 busi-
ness property assessments.

Since the Roll is the inventory for 
all taxable property in the county, 
it can provide some insight into the 
health of the real estate market. 
The Roll is also driven in large mea-
sure by real property sales, which 
added $67.4 billion to the Roll as 
compared with 2022; the CPI ad-
justment mandated by Prop. 13 
added an additional $36.7 billion; 
and new construction added $5.6 
billion.

Finally, to say this has been a 
challenging couple of years is an 
understatement and the fact that 
property values continue to grow is 
certainly good news and testament 
to the viability of the region.

This is an opinion 
editorial from the 
office of Jeff Prang, 
Los Angeles County 
Assessor.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
An overhead view of a cul-de-sac neighborhood near Hilltop Park in Signal Hill on Oct. 26, 2021.



5WWW.SIGNALTRIBUNE.COM • NEWS • FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2023

LIKE OUR CONTENT?
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

HELPS US TO 
COVER THE LATEST 

COMMUNITY NEWS

SIGN UP FOR OUR 
NEWSLETTER TO GET  
THE LATEST NEWS IN 
LONG BEACH AND 

SIGNAL HILL!

IMMIGRATION

Long Beach is expanding its Justice Fund and 
searching for partners
The low-income, immigrant legal service is in need of partners to provide 
free legal representation and outreach efforts.
Samantha Diaz
Managing Editor

For the first time since its in-
ception in 2019, the Long Beach 
Justice Fund will expand its scope 
of services, and the City is seeking 
partners in order to do so. The City 
is hoping to partner with one or 
more organizations that can pro-
vide free legal representation and 
outreach services. 

The Long Beach Justice Fund 
connects with organizations to pro-
vide legal representation for immi-
grants who live or work in the city 
and are facing deportation. The 
fund was approved by City Council 
in 2018 with a one-time grant of 
$250,000 from Long Beach and a 
$100,000 catalyst grant from the 
Vera Institute of Justice. 

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
An attendee of the People’s Budget Long Beach uses chalk to write “Invest in 
Youth” during the rally at Long Beach City Hall on Aug. 2, 2022. Participants 
were encouraged to use the chalk to write where they would like the city’s funds 
to be invested.

The Vera Institute of Justice cre-
ated the SAFE Network, made up 
of various communities, to provide 
legal representation. 

The People’s Budget, made up of 
various community organizations, 
asked the Long Beach City Council 
to allocate $1 million toward the 
Justice Fund for the last two years 
and succeeded. The Fund is cur-
rently supported through the Long 
Beach Recovery Act. 

Since then, the Justice Fund 
has “positively impacted” over 70 
Long Beach residents by “giving 
them more time with their family 
and a heightened sense of safety,” 
according to a statement from the 
City. 

According to the SAFE Net-
work’s most recent annual report 
from 2019 to 2020, about 20% of 
its Long Beach clients whose cases 
began in custody ended up released 
from detention. 

Tony Viramontes, a specialist 
from Long Beach’s Office of Equity, 
told the Signal Tribune in an email 
that the SAFE Network and Vera 
Institute are no longer directly in-
volved, though they still “support 
the program with their expertise.”

“The Justice Fund stands as a 
pillar, ensuring stability for fami-
lies and the community alike, ad-
dressing support for residents to 
navigate the complicated landscape 
of immigration law and reducing 
the number of Long Beach families 
and communities impacted by de-

portation,” the City said in a public 
statement. 

The Immigrant Defenders Law 
Center, based in Los Angeles, has 
been the sole legal service provid-

er of the Justice Fund, and the City 
is hoping to expand the fund’s ser-
vices by creating additional part-
nerships. The Center is the largest 
nonprofit provider of deportation 
legal defense services in Southern 
California, according to a 2019 
statement from the City.  

The Justice Fund expansion will 
provide enhanced services beyond 
detained removal defense, includ-
ing:

•	Affirmative applications for 
people who are not in removal pro-
ceedings, but seeking immigration 

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Members of the Long Beach chapter 
of Students for Quality Education use 
sidewalk chalk to depict a piggy bank 
in a police uniform breaking apart 
as a call for defunding the police de-
partment at the People’s Budget Long 
Beach rally on Aug. 2, 2022.

protections including but not lim-
ited to U-Visas, T-Visas, and Vio-
lence Against Women Act (VAWA) 
petitions. 

•	Appellate removal defense, such 
as filing Motions to Reopen and 
Ninth Circuit Appeals for cases in 
which an immigration judge orders 
a person to be deported. 

•	Community outreach, educa-
tion and referrals to the Justice 
Fund.

•	The Legal Service Provider 
will also administer a Basic Needs 
Fund, which offers gift cards to cli-
ents referred to the program.  

The Immigration Defenders Law 
Center is now directly contract-
ed with the City, Viramontes said, 
and future partnerships with local 
organizations will build upon the 
services they already provide. 

Long Beach is seeking a nonprofit 
legal service provider that specializ-
es in immigration law and deporta-
tion defense. Organizations should 
have experience in both appellate 
and affirmative interventions, an 
understanding of universal repre-
sentation and cultural humility to 
ensure that vendor candidates fa-
cilitate inclusive legal practices. 

The City will prioritize organiza-
tions with strong Long Beach ties 
whose income is below 200% of the 
federal poverty line. 

Interested organizations can see 
eligibility requirements and apply 
on the Long Beach Buys website by 
Nov. 7 at 11 a.m. 

The Justice Fund is 
currently supported 

through the Long 
Beach Recovery Act. 
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LOS CERRITOS WETLANDS
continued from page 1

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
An aerial view of part of the Cerritos Wetland Area on the eastern side of Long Beach on Oct. 3, 2023.

“At first, not everybody felt this 
way. Everyone was like, ‘It’s just 
a bunch of weeds’ ... so I’m pretty 
proud of facilitating public access 
to the land,” Lambe said. “John 
Muir had this theory that if you 
take people out into the land, they 
will feel inspired to save it, so that 
was our theory.”

While Long Beach has been up-
dating its zoning codes through-
out the city to increase mixed-use 
development, the LCWA has been 
focused on protecting the wetlands 
and the habitats that thrive in the 
area. Some of the species in the 
wetlands include Belding’s Savan-
nah sparrow, California least tern, 
Loggerhead shrike, Western snowy 
plover, California gull, Cooper’s 
hawk and more. 

Phase one of the project will fo-
cus on the restoration of 54 acres 
through remediating contaminated 
soils, filling in areas to restore its 
original level of wetlands elevation, 
placing natural vegetation native 
to the wetlands and uplands and 
constructing flood management fa-
cilities. 

The restoration takes into ac-
count the rising sea levels projected 
for the area, and includes plans to 
restore the degraded uplands and 
tidal salt marshes to create a more 
resilient coast in the face of climate 
change. Part of those efforts means 
redesigning the marshes so they 
grow up-slope as sea levels rise. 

The first phase will also priori-
tize increasing public access to the 
wetlands, as people currently can 

only visit the wetlands through the 
free community events and nature 
walks hosted by Los Cerritos Wet-
lands twice a month.

“Since it’s state funding we’re 
obligated to provide a resource to 
people, but it has to be done re-
sponsibly,” said Eric Zahn with 
Tidal Influence, the consulting 
group for LCWA. “We’re going to 
perpetuate access along the trails 
already there. We don’t want to add 
new public access that may conflict 
with sensitive areas.”

Public access improvements will 
include interpretive signage, a for-
mal gathering site for people with 
shade and seating and connecting 
already existing trails to one an-
other. Another aspect of public ac-
cess will include tribal access and 
co-management for spaces of the 
Gabrielino/Tongva and Acjache-
men tribes. 

The grant from the State Coastal Conservancy will fund the 
restoration of more than half the site and increase public access.

“The original inhabitants of this 
land are the leading constituents 
so we’ve been working closely with 
our tribal advisory group to make 
sure the plan fits their vision,” Zahn 
said, adding that it may include 
private entries to select parts of the 
wetlands. “We want it to be a gen-
erational thing where tribal groups 
can have access to exclusive areas 
for exclusive purposes.”

Zahn said that Tidal Influence 
and the LCWA are working to 
provide this access now, so tribal 
groups don’t have to wait until the 
restoration efforts are complete in 
order to use the land. 

Phase two of the restoration will 
work on expanding the wetlands 
by creating a tidal connection to 
the Haynes Cooling Channel. Cal-
ifornia has mandated the phasing 

out of once-through cooling, which 
means in a few years the Haynes 
Cooling Channel will be available 
for tidal connections. 

Planning and permitting for the 
phases are expected to be complete 
by 2025, when phase one can be-
gin. It’s unclear when phase two 
will begin, as Zahn said he expects 
it will require more funding to ex-
pand the wetlands. 

Most of the 
initial 2,400 acres 
of wetlands has 

been lost to housing 
and commercial 
developments, oil 

drilling and public 
infrastructures. 
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From Oct. 14 to Nov. 11, the Rod Briggs Memorial Gallery will 
host 20 spooky, macabre events all for free. 

by merging a living flower and a 
broken skull. 

“When we think of death, our im-
mediate thoughts go to the end of 
life, the end of a living thing. Death 
to me means many things; the end 
of the day is a strange sort of death,” 
Opincariu said. “We’re surrounded 
by endings everyday. We’re always 
in a state of constant entropy and 
chaos. Life would not be appreci-
ated as it is without death … death 
and life they’re so much closer than 
we realize.”

She said she hopes the show will 
teach people that death doesn’t al-
ways have to be a dark thing, and 
there can be a “regality” to death. 

This idea will also be explored in 
many of the readings taking place 
throughout the next month at the 
gallery. Cox said that local librar-
ians have volunteered to read fun, 
silly Halloween-themed books to 
children ages 2 through 6, while 
kids ages 6 through 12 will get the 
chance to hear dramatic readings of 
the cult classic novel “Scary Stories 
to Tell in the Dark” and adults can 
enjoy readings from various com-
munity members.

Iconic horror writers will be 
highlighted during the dramatic 
readings, such as Edgar Allan Poe, 
Mary Shelley, Neil Gaiman, Shirley 
Jackson and Clive Barker. 

Residents can gain a deeper ap-
preciation of the show through 
the two educational opportunities, 
“Bringing Death to Life: The His-
tory and Philosophy of Memento 
Mori,” or gain insights into their 
future through two tarot card read-
ing nights. 

For local illustrator Tarik Mask, 
the wonder and opportunity to 
guess about life and death was part 
of his reason for entering his work 
into the show. Mask specializes in 
skeleton drawings, saying that he 
enjoys how much detail he can hide 
in the pieces. 

His illustrations show intricate, 
yet cartoon-like characters remi-
niscent of the classic Mickey Mouse 
characters with large black eyes 
and goofy expressions.

“There’s an aspect that isn’t 
meant to be bleak or anything, but 
there’s kind of an excitement about 
death in it, what comes next,” Mask 
said. “… I had a little bit of a fas-

MEMENTO MORI
continued from page 1

Image Courtesy of Travis Stock-Tucker
A sculpture and various paintings in the Memento Mori and The Macabre show at 
the Rod Briggs Memorial Gallery.

Image Courtesy of Travis Stock-Tucker
Various paintings and collages in the Memento Mori and The Macabre show at the Rod Briggs Memorial Gallery.

Image Courtesy of Travis Stock-Tucker
(Top) Various paintings in the Memen-
to Mori and The Macabre show at the 
Rod Briggs Memorial Gallery. (Bot-
tom) Tarik Mask’s illustration in the 
Memento Mori and The Macabre show 
at the Rod Briggs Gallery.

cination with mythology and what 
comes next. I think that came from 
having the bible available as a 
youth.”

Bleak moments will be rare in the 
Rod Briggs Memorial Gallery, with 
opening ceremonies on Oct. 14 and 
15 setting the tone with music and 
costumes. The celebrations contin-
ue with a masquerade ball on Oct. 
22 and “Phantom of the Opera” 
song performances on Nov. 4.

At the closing ceremony on Nov. 
11, residents can look back on all 
they’ve learned, take home some 
commemorative bookmarks and 
enter raffles to win the books read 
throughout the month. 

All events will take place at the 
Rod Briggs Memorial Gallery at 
2221 E Broadway and will be free. 
For the full list of events in the Me-
mento Mori and The Macabre, visit 
https://longbeachcreativegroup.
com/special-events/. 

Image Courtesy of Jana Opincariu
Jana Opincariu’s painting in the Memento Mori and The Macabre show at the 
Rod Briggs Memorial Gallery.

Image Courtesy of Travis Stock-Tucker
Various paintings in the Memento Mori and The Macabre show at the Rod Briggs 
Memorial Gallery.

Image Courtesy of Travis Stock-Tucker
A piece of art in the Memento Mori and The Macabre show at the Rod Briggs 
Memorial Gallery.
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a weekly list of things to do 
in long beach and signal hill

around 
town

I f you wished to the Great 
Pumpkin for fun and free 
things to do in Long Beach 
and Signal Hill this week, 

consider your wish granted, Char-
lie Brown!

First, for the spooky season lov-
ers: The weekend kicks off with 
a screening of “Hocus Pocus” at 
PCH and 2nd, and the Long Beach 
Shakespeare Company is hosting 
its annual Halloween radio shows 
all weekend. Families can zom-
bie-walk over to Pixie Toys for the 
zombie-themed bike ride Sunday 
morning, then watch cult classic 
scary movies at The Place LB. 

Local bar Supply & Demand will 
host a Halloween-themed bur-
lesque show Wednesday night, 
PCH & 2nd will host Halloween 
musical and dance performances, 
and the Signal Hill Public Library is 
hosting a scary movie night under 
the stars Thursday night. 

For those celebrating the fall 
season by getting out into nature, 
a community member needs help 
tending to their ocean-friendly gar-
den Saturday morning, the South 
Coast Orchid Society is auctioning 
off rare plants, and residents can 
learn about the sacred Puvungna 
land during a book-launch/nature 
tour/community potluck Saturday. 

20friday

author story time
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Children’s book 

author Sophia N. Lee will be read-
ing two of her stories at the Signal 
Hill Public Library (1800 E. Hill 
St.). Afterwards, there will be a 
Q&A session and a craft in honor of 
Filipino American History Month. 
Free, but registration is required. 
Call (562) 989-7323 to register.

PCH movies & 
moonlight
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Residents can 

snuggle up under the stars to 
watch the Halloween classic “Ho-
cus Pocus 2” at 2nd & PCH (6400 
E Pacific Coast Highway). Limited 
seating is available and families 
are encouraged to bring their own 
blankets and lawn chairs. The mov-
ie will begin at sunset and kids can 
get free airbrush tattoos during the 
event. Free.

bingo night
7 p.m. Ficklewood Ciderworks 

(720 E Broadway) will be hosting 
a night of bingo and hard cider. 
There will be normal rounds, speed 
rounds, full card rounds and sur-
prise bingo cards. Entry into the 
game is included with the purchase 
of any cider. Those who register on 
Ficklewood Ciderworks’ website 
will have their seats saved until 7:15 
p.m.

21saturday

festival of flight
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The commu-

nity is invited to this celebration 
of aircraft (west end of the airfield 
at 3590 East Wardlow Road). Dif-
ferent planes will be parked on the 
tarmac for visitors to view. Food 
trucks will also be selling food and 
beer. No pets, large coolers or large 
bags are allowed at the event. Free.

liwanag literary 
festival
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Filipina-owned 

bookstore Bel Canto Books and the 
Long Beach Public Library invite 
the public to an event recognizing 
Filipino authors at the Michelle 
Obama Neighborhood Library 
(5870 Atlantic Ave.). The event will 
feature author readings, panel dis-
cussions and book signings. Free.

healing the land, 
healing our 
relationships
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Nonprofit OC 

Environmental Justice will be 
launching its new coloring book 
about Puvungna at the sacred site 
(near the intersection of Bellflow-
er Blvd. and Beach Dr.). There 
will also be guided walks around 
Puvungna as well as a native plant 
workshop. Everyone is asked to 
bring a potluck-style dish to share 
with the community. Free.

fall festival 
& book fair
12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. During 

this community event at Drake 
Park (951 Maine Ave.) organized by 
My Ancestors’ Dreams, kids from 
infancy to 17 years old can receive 
free books. Attendees are encour-
aged to come dressed in costume. 
The event will also feature games, 

prizes, arts and crafts and more. 
Free.

22sunday

kid-friendly 
zombie bike ride
11 a.m. Kids of all ages are in-

vited to the monthly Bixby Knolls 
kidical mass bike ride, with a zom-
bie theme this month. Families can 
meet at the back parking lot of Pixie 
Toys (3914 Atlantic Ave.) at 10:30 
a.m. to be “zombified.” Children 
will also receive treats and can en-
ter the best/ugliest zombie contest. 
Costumes are encouraged. Free.

   
spooky radio show
2 p.m. The Long Beach Shake-

speare Company is hosting its Oc-
tober radio shows with a double 
feature running all weekend at the 
Helen Borgers Theatre (4250 ½ 
Atlantic Ave.). General admission 
is $13 and can be purchased on LB-
Shakespeare.org.

community wellness 
space for palestinians
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. The Long Beach 

Birthworkers of Color Collective 
will be providing a healing space for 
Palestinians during this stressful 
time. The event will include com-
plementary acupuncture, massages 
and healing tools. To register, send 
a direct message on Instagram, 
@solandrootsdoula. The location 
will be shared after registration. 
Free.

novel reading
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Long Beach na-

tive author Max Evans will cele-
brate the anniversary for his novel 
‘’Escape to Butterfly Ave’’ at The 
Wicked Wolf Lounge (2332 Pacif-
ic Ave.). Witness the drawings of 
artist Katie Dezember inspired by 
the novel and enjoy a craft drink 
specially curated to commemorate 
the evening. For more information, 
check Eventbrite or email long-
beachwritercontact@gmail.com. 
Free.

16mm spooky 
movie night
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. The communi-

ty is invited to enjoy B-grade and 
classic horror films at Place LB 
(830 Pacific Ave.). Complimentary 

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A plastic skeleton handles the controls of a Nanchang CJ-6 plane on display at the Long Beach Festival of Flight on Nov. 
6, 2021.

popcorn and candy will be provid-
ed, but attendees are also welcome 
to bring their own. A donation of 
$10 is suggested, but no one will be 
turned away because they can’t pay.

23mondaY

holiday market
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. At this market-

place organized by the Assistance 
League Long Beach (6220 E Spring 
St.), over 30 vendors will be selling 
their wares, with the proceeds ben-
efiting 11 different philanthropic 
programs. Free to enter.

book talk
1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. This virtu-

al book discussion will be led by 
CSULB film faculty member Seung-
hoon Jeong on their book “Biopo-
litical Ethics in Global Cinema.” 
The book offers an unconventional 
analysis of the film industry in the 
scope of global politics and various 
theories. Free, but registration is 
required.

donated plant auction
6 p.m. The South Coast Orchid 

Society invites residents to partici-
pate in an auction of over 100 vari-
ous plants, books and other items at 
the Whaley Park Community Cen-
ter (5620 E Atherton St.). Residents 
can view the auction inventory at 
https://www.southcoastorchidso-
ciety.com/. Cash, checks or credit 
card payments are accepted. Free.

24tuesday

free flu vaccination 
clinic
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Long Beach 

Department of Health and Human 
Services (Health Department) will 
be administering flu vaccinations at 
the Long Beach Senior Center (1150 
East 4th St.). This initiative aims to 
prepare residents for the upcoming 
flu season, which typically spans 
from mid-fall to mid-spring. Free.

drop-in after 
school program
4 p.m. to 5 p.m. Students from 

the 3rd to 5th grade are invited to 
enjoy STEAM crafts, 3D printing, 
gaming, snacks and more at the Sig-

nal Hill Public Library (1800 E Hill 
St.). Free.

25wednesday

baby & toddler 
storytime
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Babies and their 

caregivers are invited to Signal Hill 
Public Library (1800 E. Hill St.) to 
enjoy stories and playtime. Free.

nightmare 
burlesque show
8:30 p.m. Moon Gem Produc-

tions will be presenting a Hallow-
een-themed burlesque performance 
at local bar Supply & Demand 
(2500 E Anaheim St.). General ad-
mission tickets cost $15, and can be 
purchased on Eventbrite.

26 thursday

halloween-themed 
concert
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. This fami-

ly-friendly concert will celebrate 
Halloween classics with a “Thriller” 
flash mob tutorial and performance 
starting at 5 p.m. on Seaport Way. 
Filipino band Browndition will 
also perform to celebrate Filipino 
American History Month. Seats 
are available on a first-come, first-
served basis and kids can get free 
face painting. Free.

scary movie under 
the stars
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Residents 18 and 

older are invited to the Signal Hill 
Public Library (1800 E Hill St.) to 
watch the horror movie “The Con-
juring” in the Zinnia Courtyard. 
Free, but registration is required by 
calling 562.989.7323.

is that it? 
nope!

visit us online at 
www.signaltribune.
com for more events. 
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EDUCATION

LIVES  
LIVED

Richard Cottle 86
Martin Monzon 53
Patsy Shepard 84
Lois Stewart 83
Linda Abbott 76

Patricia Anthony 94
Thomas Black 75
Steven Brooks 58
Trisia Maluia 50
Thomas Post 66
George Ross 78
Judy Taylor 75

Lawrence Taylor 81
William Worth 90
Victoria Toth 102
Richard Wiest 84

Maureen Bott Bours 44

The families were assisted by 
McKenzie Mortuary. 

For more details on service dates 
and times, contact  

(562) 961-9301

LBUSD finalizes five-year goals to achieve 
student success

In a continued attempt to create 
a student outcomes-focused agen-
da, the Long Beach Unified School 
District has identified four board 
governance goals to focus its efforts 
on.

During the Oct. 4 meeting and 
after discussion at previous district 
workshops, the LBUSD board con-
densed its list of six goals to just 
four.

These goals will create guidelines 
for the board to shape their plan-
ning and decisions over the next 
five years. 

The goals include: 
1. Reading Proficiency 
2. Reading Acceleration 
3. Algebra Proficiency 
4. College and Career Readiness
They also agreed upon three 

guardrails to hold the superinten-
dent accountable when implement-
ing these goals:

1. The Superintendent may not 
allow resources to be allocated 
without evidence of their equitable 
distribution aligned with the Excel-
lence & Equity board policy.

2. The Superintendent may not 
allow major district-wide initia-
tives to go forth without engaging 
students of color and their families, 
following stakeholder engagement 
principles that utilize current ad-
opted best practices.

3. The Superintendent may not 
allow the implementation or adop-
tion of any classroom curricula or 
programming that does not prior-
itize educational and racial equity.

Districts can choose between 

Briana Mendez-Padilla
Education Reporter

one and five goals, but AJ Crabill, 
an education reform advocate who 
has been assisting LBUSD with this 
process, recommended the board 
decide on three. 

“Fewer goals give you more abil-
ity to focus your resources and ac-
complish larger improvements,” 
Crabill said.

Focus on Reading, Algebra 
and A-G Requirements

The board originally explored the 
idea of combining the two reading 
goals, but given that they address 
different demographics, it proved 
difficult to integrate them.

The reading proficiency goal 
seeks to increase the percentage of 
third-grade students who meet or 
exceed grade-level standards for 
reading from 48% in June 2023 
to 70% by June 2028. The reading 

acceleration goal is to decrease the 
amount of fourth through eighth 
graders who were one or more 
grade levels behind from 4% to 0% 
in the same timeframe.

Board member Erik Miller want-
ed to prioritize fourth through 
eighth grade students who need 
intervention, while board members 
Maria Isabel Lopez and Doug Otto 
said prioritizing third-grade stu-
dents would create a stronger foun-
dation so that fewer fourth through 
eighth graders would test below 
their grade level.

Ultimately, the board unani-
mously agreed to keep both goals 
as they considered them equally 
important. 

“I don’t see a way of combining 
them because they represent two 
separate ideas and they’re both 

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A student in Sister Marie Carmen’s third grade class fills out a worksheet about 
symmetry in the natural world at the Holy Innocents Parish School on Aug. 22, 
2023.

good ideas,” Otto said. “I’m not 
worried about us having two goals 
here … I just think we need to keep 
these two because reading is so 
foundational.”

The board’s other two goals 
address inequities among Black 
LBUSD students. Goal three ad-
dresses algebra proficiency for 
Black students and hopes to de-
crease the academic disparity from 
4% in June 2023 to 0% by 2028. 

Similarly, in an attempt to have 
more than 66% of Black gradu-
ating seniors meet their A-G re-
quirements, the board’s fourth goal 
plans to address the academic dis-
parity with a decline from 13% in 
June 2023 to 0% by June 2028. 

Next Steps
Now that the board has its final 

goals, Superintendent Jill Baker 
and her team will develop interim 
goals and guardrails built upon the 
board’s goals and create a monitor-
ing calendar.

The board cannot officially vote 
on the goals until after Baker pres-
ents her interim goals, which she 
said should be completed within a 
month and will be added to a future 
board agenda.

Crabill said it’s normal among 
districts to change their over-
all goals upon seeing the interim 
goals, so he recommends the board 
look over them before the approval 
meeting.

“​​I know it’s been a long process, 
but we want to get it right,” LBUSD 
board president Diana Craighead 
said. “The bottom line is that we do 
right by our kids and that’s why we 
embarked on this journey.”

NEWS

Natural gas prices protected for Long Beach 
and Signal Hill residents during winter

The Long Beach Board of Utili-
ties Commissioners has unveiled 
a new contract designed to safe-
guard Long Beach and Signal Hill 
residents from extreme natural gas 
prices. 

Ratepayers will receive protec-
tions from fluctuations in natural 
gas prices over the upcoming win-
ter season, as well as the following 
three winters.

“Long Beach families deserve 
hot food on the table and a way to 
heat their homes without breaking 
the bank,” Long Beach Mayor Rex 
Richardson said in a statement. 
“Last winter, natural gas bills were 
astronomical throughout Cali-
fornia. But due to the work of our 
Utilities Department, Long Beach 
residents and businesses will be 
assured of much more reasonable 
winter gas bills this coming win-
ter.”

During the winter months, an 
average single-family home in 
Long Beach typically consumes 65 
therms of natural gas. Last winter, 
gas prices soared, and this average 
level of consumption resulted in a 
monthly bill of $313.36. 

“I’ve got my senior mom at home 
in Long Beach, freezing, scared 

to turn her heater on because she 
can’t afford the bill every month,” 
Long Beach resident Heidi Kitch-
en said to Long Beach City Council 
during public comment in Febru-
ary. “You know what I mean? My 
little 4-year-old daughter tells me, 
‘Mommy I’m cold,’ and then I’m 
scared my gas bill is going to be 
over $500. I mean, that’s pathetic. 
We’re talking about a hot shower. 
We’re talking about drying clothes 
or heating your home. It’s 35 de-
grees outside. Isn’t this basic hu-
man rights?”

Thanks to new pricing protec-
tions implemented by the Utilities 
Department, it is anticipated that 
the average natural gas bill for Jan-
uary 2024 will be approximately 
$108.20, significantly lower than 

the charges incurred the previous 
January.

“Long Beach has always prided 
itself on being an affordable city 
to live in, with quality and reliable 
public services,” Long Beach Board 
of Utilities President Gloria Corde-
ro said in a statement. “We take 
utility pricing seriously, and when 
confronted with record-setting 
high natural gas prices last year, 
our Board directed our staff to do 
their best to ensure that this never 
happens again.”

In pursuit of customer protec-
tion, Long Beach Utilities engaged 
in aggressive negotiations to secure 
natural gas pricing at an average of 
$0.625 per therm for the next three 
winters, a substantial reduction 
from the elevated prices experi-
enced in the prior winter when nat-
ural gas prices rose to $3.8101 per 
therm in January 2023.

As California relies on out-of-
state sources for approximately 
90% of its natural gas supply, the 
Long Beach Utilities Department, 
acting as the municipal natural gas 
utility for Long Beach and Signal 
Hill, has worked to mitigate and 
stabilize both natural gas com-
modity and pipeline transportation 
costs, while also optimizing storage 
to maintain affordable rates for all 
customers.

Staff Report
Signal Tribune

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
An exposed natural gas line connected 
to a wall heater is seen through a hole 
in the wall of an apartment in Long 
Beach on Feb. 2, 2023.
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TST7092 Case No. 23LBCP00363
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 

CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, Governor 
George Deukmejian Courthouse, 275 
Magnolia, Long Beach, CA  90802 PETI-
TION OF: Kayleigh Carol Marie Davis for 
Change of Name. TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 1. Petitioners:  Kayleigh Carol 
Marie Davis has filed a petition with this 
court for a decree changing her name as 
follows: Present Name: Kayleigh Carol 
Marie Davis   Proposed Name:  Kayleigh 
Sierra Eden 2. THE COURT ORDERS that 
all persons interested in this matter shall 
appear before this court at the hearing in-
dicated below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition for change of name should not 
be granted. NOTICE OF HEARING: Date:  
November 17, 2023; Time: 8:30a.m., 
Dept. 27, Room 5400.  The address of the 
court is the same as above. A copy of this 
Order to Show Cause shall be published 
at least once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set for hearing 
on the petition in the following newspaper 
of general circulation, printed in this coun-
ty, THE SIGNAL TRIBUNE, 1860 Obispo 
Ave., Ste. F, Signal Hill, CA 90755, Sep-
tember 29 & October 6, 13, 20, 2023 ___//
ss//___ Mark C. Kim, Judge of the Superi-
or Court Dated:  September 20, 2023

TST7093 Case No. 23LBCP00357
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 

CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, Governor 
George Deukmejian Courthouse, 275 
Magnolia, Long Beach, CA  90802 PETI-
TION OF: Penelope Andrea Ramirez for 
Change of Name. TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 1. Petitioners:  Penelope An-
drea Ramirez has filed a petition with this 
court for a decree changing her name as 
follows: Present Name: Penelope Andrea 
Ramirez   Proposed Name:  Penelope An-
drea Duran 2. THE COURT ORDERS that 
all persons interested in this matter shall 
appear before this court at the hearing in-
dicated below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition for change of name should not 
be granted. NOTICE OF HEARING: Date:  
October 31, 2023; Time: 8:30a.m., Dept. 
26, Room 5500.  The address of the court 
is the same as above. A copy of this Or-
der to Show Cause shall be published at 
least once each week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in this coun-
ty, THE SIGNAL TRIBUNE, 1860 Obispo 
Ave., Ste. F, Signal Hill, CA 90755, Sep-
tember 29 & October 6, 13, 20, 2023 ___//
ss//___ Michael P. Vicencia, Judge of the 
Superior Court Dated:  September 15, 
2023

TST7100 / 2023 210221
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: 
MYGOODEBAG.COM, 3757 MEADVILLE 
DR, SHERMAN OAKS, CA. 91403. Coun-
ty:  LOS ANGELES.  Registrant: 1.  ERIC 
GARFINKEL, 2.  ARIELLE GARFINKEL, 
3757 MEADVILLE DR, SHERMAN OAKS, 
CA. 91403.  State of Incorporation/Orga-
nization: N/A. This business is conducted 
by: a Married Couple. I declare that all 
information in this statement is true and 
correct. Signed: ARIELLE GARFINKEL, 
WIFE.  The registrant has not begun to 
use this fictitious business name. The reg-
istrant began using this fictitious business 
name in N/A. This statement was filed with 
the county clerk of Los Angeles County on 
September, 25, 2023. NOTICE: This ficti-
tious business name statement expires 
five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be filed 
prior to that date. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business name 
in violation of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code). Pub. The Signal Tribune: Septem-
ber 29, & October 6, 13, 20, 2023

TST7101 / 2023 180267
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: 
BATTER UP SWEETERY, 915 FREEMAN 
AVE #6, LONG BEACH, CA 90804. Coun-
ty:  LOS ANGELES.  Registrant: HOLY 
CHIT FOODS, LLC., 915 FREEMAN AVE 
#6, LONG BEACH, CA 90804.  State of 
Incorporation/Organization: CA. This busi-
ness is conducted by: a Limited Liability 
Company. I declare that all information in 
this statement is true and correct. Signed: 
ALENNI CHITWOOD, CEO.  The registrant 
has begun to use this fictitious business 
name. The registrant began using this 
fictitious business name in July, 2023.  
This statement was filed with the county 
clerk of Los Angeles County on August 
18, 2023. NOTICE: This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five years 

from the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious business 
name statement must be filed prior to that 
date.  The filing of this statement does not 
of itself authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state, or 
common law (see section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). Pub. 
The Signal Tribune: September 29, & Oc-
tober 6, 13, 20, 2023

TST7094 / 2023 207339
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: 
1. THE SIGNAL TRIBUNE, 2. THE SIGNAL 
HILL TRIBUNE, 1860 OBISPO AVENUE 
SUITE F, SIGNAL HILL, CA  90755. Coun-
ty: LOS ANGELES. Registrant: SIGNAL 
HILL PAPER, LLC, 1860 OBISPO AVE-
NUE SUITE F, SIGNAL HILL, CA 90755.  
State of Incorporation/Organization: CA. 
This business is conducted by: a Limit-
ed Liability Company. I declare that all 
information in this statement is true and 
correct. Signed: JAMES ELEOPOULOS, 
MANAGING MEMBER. The registrant 
has begun to use this fictitious business 
name. The registrant began using this fic-
titious business name in December, 2017. 
This statement was filed with the county 
clerk of Los Angeles County on Septem-
ber 21, 2023. NOTICE: This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious business 
name statement must be filed prior to that 
date. The filing of this statement does not 
of itself authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state, or 
common law (see section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). Pub. 
The Signal Tribune: September 29, & Oc-
tober 6, 13, 20, 2023

TST7106
KERN COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT

 METROPOLITAN DIVISION - JUSTICE 
BUILDING

 CITATION TO PARENT
 CASE NO. BAT-23-003016

In Re The matter of: The Petition of: ROB-
IN RENE FERGUSON to Declare: JUS-
TICE ALFONSO RAMIREZ and JORGE 
JOEL TRAVIS RAMIREZ, Minors, for free-
dom from Parental Custody and Control
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA To:  BREANNA LEIGH REYES:
By order of this court you are hereby 
advised that you may appear before the 
judge  presiding in Division F of this court 
on JANUARY 05, 2024, at 8:30 am, then 
and there to  show cause, if any you have, 
why JUSTICE ALFONSO RAMIREZ and 
JORGE JOEL TRAVIS  RAMIREZ, should 
not be declared free from your custody 
and control. The following information 
concerns rights and procedures that re-
late to this proceeding for the termina-
tion of custody and control of JUSTICE 
ALFONSO RAMIREZ and JORGE JOEL  
TRAVIS RAMIREZ, and require such pro-
tection that court will appoint counsel to 
represent them, whether or not they are 
able to afford counsel. JUSTICE ALFON-
SO RAMIREZ and JORGE JOEL TRAVIS 
RAMIREZ, will not be present in court 
unless they so request or the court so or-
ders. 2. If a parent of JUSTICE ALFON-
SO RAMIREZ and JORGE JOEL TRAVIS 
RAMIREZ, appears without counsel and is 
unable to afford counsel, the court must 
appoint counsel for the parent, unless the 
parent knowingly and intelligently waives 
the right to be represented by counsel. 
The court will not appoint the same coun-
sel to represent the minor child and the 
parent. 3.  The court may appoint either a 
public defender or private counsel. If pri-
vate counsel is appointed, he or she will 
receive a reasonable sum for compensa-
tion and expenses, the amount of which 
will be determined by the court. That 
amount must be paid by the real parties in 
interest, but not by the minor, in such pro-
portions as the court believes to be just.
If, however, the court finds thta any of 
the real parties in interest cannot afford 
counsel, the amount with be paid by the 
county. 4.The court may continue the pro-
ceedings for not more than 30 days as 
necessary to appoint counsel and to en-
able counsel to become acquainted with 
the case. Attorney for Petitioner: George 
R. Horringan, Esq. State Bar No.: 134450
LAW OFFICE OF GEORGE R. HORRIG-
AN, APLC 900 Truxtun Avenue, Suite 310
Bakersfield, California 93301 (661) 489-
3100; Fax: (661) 489-3500 DATED: Oc-
tober 2, 2023 Tamarah Harber-Pickens, 
County Clerk By:  A. Muratalla

TST7103
Case No. 23STPB03196

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF: JOSEPH THOMAS 

YOUNGER JR.
1. To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors and persons who-
may otherwise be interested in the will 
or estate, or both of JOSEPH THOMAS 

YOUNGER JR. 2. A Petition for Probate 
has been filed by JONATHAN M. YOUNG-
ER in the Superior Court of California, 
County of Los Angeles. 3. The Petition 
for Probate requests that JONATHAN 
M. YOUNGER be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the estate of 
the decedent. 4. The Petition requests the 
decedent’s will and codicils, if any, be ad-
mitted to probate. The will and any codi-
cils are available for examination in the file 
kept by the court. 5. The Petition requests 
authority to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the person-
al representative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. Before 
taking   certain   and   very   important   ac-
tions,   however,   the   personal  represen-
tative will be required to give notice to in-
terested persons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the proposed 
action.) The  independent administration 
authority will be granted unless an inter-
ested person files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority. 6. A hearing 
on the petition will be held in this court as 
follows: a. November 7, 2023 @ 8:30am, 
Dept: 5 b. Stanley Most Courthouse 111 
North Hill St., Los Angeles, CA 90802. 7. 
If you object to the granting of the peti-
tion, you should appear at the hearing and 
state your objection or file written objec-
tions with the court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may be in person or by 
your attorney. 8. If you are a creditor or 
contingent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal representative 
appointed by the court with the later of ei-
ther (1) four months from the date of issu-
ance of letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section 58(b) of 
the California Probate Code or (2) 60 days 
from the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate Code. Other Cal-
ifornia statutes and legal authority may 
affect your rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attorney knowl-
edgeable in California law. 9. You may 
examine the file kept by the court. If you 
are a person interested in the estate, you 
may file with the court a Request for Spe-
cial Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal of estate assets 
or of any ​petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code Section 1250. A request 
for Special Notice form is available from 
the Court clerk. ATTORNEY FOR PETI-
TIONER: THOMAS M. MCINTOSH, ESQ. 
135582 LAW OFFICES OF THOMAS M. 
MCINTOSH 2122 N. BROADWAY SANTA 
ANA, CA. 92706 Phone:  714-973-1113 
Fax: 714-973-1271 Pub. Signal Tribune, 
October 6, 13, 20, 2023

TST7108 / 2023 216777
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business 
as: AAA CALVERT, 1348 29TH  STREET,  
SIGNAL HILL, CA  90755.  Mailing Ad-
dress:  P.O. BOX 90268, LONG BEACH, 
CA.  90809. County:  LOS ANGELES.  
Registrant: AAA ELECTRICAL ENTER-
PRISES, INC., 1348 E. 29TH  STREET, 
SIGNAL HILL, CA  90755.  State of Incor-
poration/Organization: CA. This business 
is conducted by: a Corporation. I declare 
that all information in this statement is true 
and correct. Signed: LAURA J SULLIVAN, 
TREASURER.  The registrant has not be-
gun to use this fictitious business name. 
The registrant began using this fictitious 
business name in September, 2008.  This 
statement was filed with the county clerk 
of Los Angeles County on October 3, 
2023. NOTICE: This fictitious business 
name statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of the 
county clerk. A new fictitious business 
name statement must be filed prior to that 
date.  The filing of this statement does not 
of itself authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state, or 
common law (see section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). Pub. 
The SignalTribune: October 13, 20, 27 & 
November 3, 2023

TST7109 Case No. 23LBCP00385
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 

CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, Governor 
George Deukmejian Courthouse, 275 
Magnolia, Long Beach, CA  90802 PE-
TITION OF: Morcia M. Vonk Brasser for 
Change of Name. TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 1. Petitioners:  MORCIA M. 
VONK BRASSER has filed a petition with 
this court for a decree changing her name 
as follows: Present Name: 1.  MORCIA 
M. VONK BRASSER Proposed Name:  
1.  SACRED LOTUS SKY 2.  MARCIA M. 
VONK BRASSER 2. SACRED LOTUS SKY 
2. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter shall appear be-
fore this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the pe-

tition for change of name should not be 
granted.  NOTICE OF HEARING: Date:  
November 17, 2023; Time: 8:30a.m., 
Dept.27, Room: 5400.  The address of the 
court is the same as above. A copy of this 
Order to Show Cause shall be published 
at least once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set for hearing 
on the petition in the following newspaper 
of general circulation, printed in this coun-
ty, THE SIGNAL TRIBUNE, 1860 Obispo 
Ave., Ste. F, Signal Hill, CA 90755, Octo-
ber  13, 20, 27 & November 3, 2023 ___//
ss//___ Mark C. Kim, Judge of the Superi-
or Court Dated:  October 6, 2023

TST7110 / 2023 215392
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business 
as: 1. PERMA TOUCH SERVICE, 2. PER-
MA TOUCH, 4451 PEPPERWOOD AVE, 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808. Mailing Ad-
dress:  PO  Box 3350, REDONDO BEACH, 
CA 90277  County:  LOS ANGELES.  Reg-
istrant: REX SLUGGETT, 4451 PEPPER-
WOOD AVE, LONG BEACH, CA  90808.  
State of Incorporation/Organization: N/A. 
This business is conducted by: an Indi-
vidual. I declare that all information in this 
statement is true and correct. Signed: 
REX SLUGGETT,  OWNER.  The registrant 
has begun to use this fictitious business 
name. The registrant began using this 
fictitious business name in March, 2008.  
This statement was filed with the county 
clerk of Los Angeles County on October 
2, 2023. NOTICE: This fictitious business 
name statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of the 
county clerk. A new fictitious business 
name statement must be filed prior to that 
date. The filing of this statement does not 
of itself authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state, or 
common law (see section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). Pub. 
The Signal Tribune: October 13, 20, 27 & 
November 3, 2023

TST7111 / 2023 220508
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business 
as: M.R. RAMOS AUTO BODY SUPPLY, 
10828 AVALON BLVD, LOS ANGELES, 
CA 90061. County:  LOS ANGELES.  
Registrant: MARIO AMILCAR RAMOS, 
10828 AVALON BLVD, LOS ANGELES, 
CA. 90061. State of Incorporation/Orga-
nization: N/A. This business is conducted 
by: an Individual. I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and correct. 
Signed: MARIO AMILCAR RAMOS, OWN-
ER.  The registrant has begun to use this 
fictitious business name. The registrant 
began using this fictitious business name 
in October, 2023. This statement was 
filed with the county clerk of Los Angeles 
County on October 10, 2023. NOTICE: 
This fictitious business name statement 
expires five years from the date it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk. A new fic-
titious business name statement must be 
filed prior to that date. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law (see 
section 14411 et seq., Business and Pro-
fessions Code). Pub. The Signal Tribune: 
October 20, 27 & November 3, 10, 2023

TST7112/Order No: 15547
Auto Lien Sale

On 10/30/2023 at 821  SOUTH MAPLE 
AVE MONTEBELLO, CA a Lien Sale 

will be held on a 2017 NISSA 
VIN: 3N1AB7APXHY303360 

STATE: CA LIC: FA500DP at 8AM

TST7113/Order No: 12447
Auto Lien Sale

On 11/02/2023 at 580 W COCOA ST 
COMPTON,CA a Lien Sale will be held 

on a 2017 HARLE 
VIN: 1HD1KHC37HB633340 

STATE: CA LIC: 23H7303 at 10 AM

Look at Bosco, all ready to 
trick-or-treat with you! Bos-
co’s a sweetheart, described 
by a shelter volunteer as a 

“king goofasaurus derp face 
with Marty Feldman eyes.” 

He’s also been at the shelter 
for a long, long time, and 

that’s no treat. Without res-
cue or foster, Bosco might 

not see the next Halloween. 
This guy loves to play, is af-
fectionate and tops it all off 
with a goofy grin. He’s also 
great on leash, so you can 
walk off all that Halloween 
candy at the park with him! 
With Bosco in your house, 
you’ll have your tricks and 

treats in one place! You can 
speed the process to adopt 
or foster Bosco and any of 
our other pets by emailing 
PetAdopt@longbeach.gov 
or petfoster@longbeach.

gov. You can also call (562) 
570-4925. Even better, stop 

by during our new open 
walk-in hours every Wednes-
day through Sunday from 11 

a.m.–3 p.m. Our shelter is 
located at 7700 E. Spring St. 
Ask for ID#A696134 to meet 

Bosco.

Pet of the week:Pet of the week:
BoscoBosco

TST7114/Order No: 14405
Auto Lien Sale

On 11/07/2023 at 1969 FIRESTONE 
BLVD LOS ANGELES, CA a Lien Sale 

will be held on a 2019 TOYOTA 
VIN: JTDBVRBD4KA007366 

STATE: CA LIC: 8MJT631 at 10 AM

TST7115/Order No: 15511
Auto Lien Sale

On 11/07/2023 at 15321  ATLANTIC 
AVE COMPTON, CA a Lien Sale will 

be held on a 2019 HONDA 
VIN: 2HGFC2F60KH539081 

STATE: CA LIC: 9GCX787 at 10 AM

TST7116/Order No: 15513
Auto Lien Sale

On 11/07/2023 at 15321  ATLANTIC 
AVE COMPTON, CA a Lien Sale will 

be held on a 2018 TOYOTA 
VIN: 5TDZZRFH9JS264038 

STATE: CA LIC: 8EFL794 at 10 AM

TST7117/Order No: 15564
Auto Lien Sale

On 11/07/2023 at 15321  ATLANTIC 
AVE COMPTON, CA a Lien Sale will 

be held on a 2020 HONDA 
VIN: 2HGFC2F86LH569558 

STATE: CA LIC: 8SNP91 at 10 AM

TST7118/Order No: 15597
Auto Lien Sale

On 11/07/2023 at 6825 CRENSHAW 
BLVD LOS ANGELES,CA a Lien Sale 

will be held on a 2020 HARLE 
VIN: 1HD1KZF26LB673314 

STATE: CA LIC: 25F877 at 10 AM
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EMPLOYMENT

Long Beach welcomes 
new youth employment 
center, Future LB
The space will prepare 14-30 year 
olds for the workforce through 
free resources.
Staff Report
Signal Tribune

The City of Long Beach invites 
the public to celebrate the opening 
of a new youth employment center, 
known as Future LB, on Saturday, 
Oct. 21.

The new facility, located at 508 
W. Willow St., will be operated by 
the City’s Department of Econom-
ic Development’s Pacific Gateway 
Workforce Innovation Network, 
and funded by the federal Work-
force Innovation and Opportunity 
Act.

The opening celebration will in-
clude a ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
attended by Mayor Rex Richardson 
and Seventh District Councilmem-
ber Roberto Uranga, along with 
vendors, food, music and commu-
nity resources.

“The Future LB Youth Job Cen-
ter will expand opportunities for 
our young people to pursue their 
passions, enhance their skills and 
secure fulfilling careers,’’ said Long 
Beach Mayor Rex Richardson in a 
public statement. “This new cen-
ter will empower them to achieve 
their goals and dreams, while also 
enriching the economic vitality and 
social well-being of our city.’’

In a public statement, the City 
said Future LB is a space for Long 
Beach youth ages 14 to 30, to con-
nect with resources to help them 
plan for their future and develop 
the skills, knowledge and work ex-
perience needed to thrive in today’s 
job market. 

The center offers various free 
services related to workforce read-
iness, including on-the-job train-
ing, paid internships, career ex-
ploration resources, intensive case 
management and connections to 
employment opportunities. Youth 
interested in accessing these ser-
vices can visit the center during 
regular hours on weekdays, from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m., or by calling 562-
570-4700 for further information.

“We are so proud to officially 
welcome Future LB to our commu-
nity,” said Seventh District Coun-
cilmember Roberto Uranga in a 
public statement. “This employ-
ment center offers the tools, re-
sources and connections to ensure 
our youth and young adults enter 
the workforce prepared and confi-
dent.” 

The opening celebration of the 
Future LB Youth Job Center (508 
W. Willow St.) will be held on Sat-
urday, Oct. 21 at 1 p.m.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
From the left, Shelly Guevara, Anna 
Alma Lorenzano and Erick Garcia re-
view what is written on an order ticket 
before Garcia prepares the order on 
Nov. 1, 2022.

ENVIRONMENT

Long Beach streamlines permit process 
for renewable energy projects

In an effort to encourage renew-
able energy projects by residents 
across the city, Long Beach has 
streamlined its process for solar 
roof and electric vehicle charging 
systems. 

The new one-step process allows 
residents to submit an application, 
pay permit fees and receive a job 
inspection card in the same place. 
Permits will be immediately sent to 
residents upon payment. 

“Long Beach continues its com-
mitment to providing convenient 
and affordable ways for owners to 
enhance and improve their proper-
ties,” said Mayor Rex Richardson in 
a statement. “This new streamlined 
service will help make renewable 
energy options easier and faster.”

According to Google’s Project 
Sunroof, 1.6% of buildings in Long 
Beach have solar roof panels, but 
roughly 85% of the city’s buildings 
are solar-viable. The new permit-
ting process should help incentivize 
residents to explore their home’s 
possibilities for solar options. 

The three types of project per-
mits available on the Long Beach 
Community Development Depart-
ment website include: 

•	Solar photovoltaic systems 
(PV), such as roof solar systems 
panels and associated electrical 
connection to the existing electrical 
system.

•	Energy storage systems (ESS), 

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Anna Alma Lorenzano, 18, practices using the register at Coco Beach Presents 
while her mentor and a founder of Our Generation Cares (OGC), Shelly Guevara, 
watches over her shoulder on Nov. 1, 2022. 

in conjunction with or without the 
PV systems.

•	Electric vehicle charging sta-
tions (EVCS), for small vehicle 
charging stations at residential 
projects.

“There are many benefits to in-
dividuals and the community by 
increasing renewable energy proj-
ects such as solar installations,” 
Vice Mayor Cindy Allen said in a 
statement. “The City’s new online 
system will make the process easier 
and more convenient for residents 
while also helping Long Beach 
achieve its environmental goals. 
We want to do everything in our 
power to encourage residents to 
use clean energy.”

Allen recommended updating 
and streamlining the permit pro-

cess for residential renewable ener-
gy projects at a November 2022 city 
council meeting. 

For more information or ques-
tions regarding the new online 
process, email LBCD@longbeach.
gov or call the Department’s Build-
ing and Safety Bureau at 562.570.
PMIT (7648).

For residents who prefer in-per-
son appointments, they can sched-
ule an appointment at  longbeach.
gov/permits.

Staff Report
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ETHICS

Long Beach Ethics Commission 
seeking member

Long Beach residents have a 
chance to shape the ethical back-
bone of the City’s government and 
proceedings by applying to a posi-
tion on the Ethics Commission. 

The Ethics Commission board 
member will help influence the pol-
icies that dictate campaign finance, 
conflicts of interest, lobbying and 
other ethical dilemmas. The com-
mission also ensures that all city 
employees, officials and depart-
ments understand the City Charter, 
which states the rules surrounding 
City proceedings and will help de-
partments shape their own conflict 
of interest codes. 

The position is only open to Long 
Beach residents, and will be for 
a partial term through June 30, 
2024. After that term, the appoin-
tee has the opportunity to be ap-
pointed by the Commission for two 
additional full terms. 

Ethics Commissioners are limit-
ed to two consecutive full terms of 
four years total. The spot is con-
sidered a volunteer position, but 
commissioners have the option to 
receive a $200 stipend for each 
monthly meeting, or other special 
meetings. 

On Nov. 8, the Ethics Commis-
sion will select applicants for inter-
views at its monthly meeting. On 
Nov. 15, interviews and the final 

selection will take place at the Bil-
lie Jean King Main Library. If more 
time is needed for interviews or 
discussion, an additional meeting 
will be held at a later date. 

Roles of the Commission include: 
•	Provide support to agencies and 

public officials in administering the 
provisions of the City Charter and 
other laws relating to campaign fi-
nance, conflicts of interest and gov-
ernmental ethics.

•	Make recommendations to the 
Mayor and the City Council con-
cerning campaign finance reform, 
lobbying, governmental ethics and 
conflicts of interest and to report to 
the Council concerning the effec-
tiveness of these laws.

•	Assist departments in develop-
ing their conflict of interest codes 
as required by state law.

•	Advocate an understanding of 
the City Charter, City ordinances 
and the roles of elected and other 

Samantha Diaz
Managing Editor

public officials, City institutions 
and the City electoral process. 

•	Develop an educational pro-
gram to familiarize newly elected 
and appointed officers and employ-
ees, candidates for elective office 
and their campaign treasurers, and 
lobbyists with City, state and feder-
al ethics laws and the importance of 
ethics to the public’s confidence in 
municipal government.

Other duties may also be estab-
lished by the City Charter or the 
Long Beach Municipal Code.

Long Beach residents can ap-
ply online through a Google form. 
Questions to apply include: 

•	Why are you interested in serv-
ing on the Ethics Commission?

•	What is your personal definition 
of ethics and integrity?

•	Please describe your experience 
volunteering and/or communi-
ty involvement in the Long Beach 
area.

Questions following experience 
in Long Beach government follow, 
along with disclaimers about be-
ing in the public eye and following 
the City Charter. A resume is also 
required as part of the application, 
and applications without an at-
tached resume will be automatical-
ly disqualified. 

If residents have questions or 
technical issues, they can reach out 
to Heather Van Wijk at (562) 570-
7443 or heather.vanwijk@long-
beach.gov. 
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A picture of the LONG BEACH sign lo-
cated in the Long Beach Civic Center, 
in Downtown Long Beach.
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The Energy Observer is coated in solar panels from bow to stern. Solar energy is 
just one type of renewable energies the vessel uses.
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