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Next up in the fight for a living 
wage: Long Beach Airport and 
Convention Center workers

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Masked passengers wait for their flights inside the Long Beach Airport concourse on March 22, 2022.. The local campaign for 
higher wages now includes 87 concession workers at the airport, who are fighting for a minimum wage of $23.

LOCAL WORKER WAGES see page 2

From Silence to Sound: 
The Resilience of KLBP 
Radio in Long Beach

W ith a volunteer staff and shoestring budget, local ra-
dio station KLBP has aired music and discussions 
curated by and for the community on 99.1 FM since 
2020.

“It really has been worth it,” said Kris Kosach Wellen, gener-
al manager of KLBP. “It really has been, it’s been a headache for 
sure. But it’s really absolutely been worth it. And that is why the 
station is really worth saving. There’s something incredibly good 
and something incredibly different and something uniquely Long 
Beach here.”

Loyal listeners will have noticed by now that 99.1 FM has gone si-
lent over the past few weeks. KLBP sent its transmitter off for main-
tenance with a company in the midwest, and after it was shipped 
back to Long Beach, the team discovered it was in an even worse 
state than before, and was now unusable. 

For a couple weeks the station’s next steps were unclear, and vol-
unteers began raising funds through an online campaign to buy a 
new transmitter to replace the damaged one. 

However, Daniel Brezenoff, secretary and member of the board 
of directors for KLBP, told the Signal Tribune on Tuesday that the 
repair company is taking responsibility for the damages and replac-
ing the original transmitter. Since that process could take weeks, 
the money from the online fundraiser will be used to rent a tempo-
rary transmitter to get KLBP back on the air in the meantime. 

As of Thursday, the online campaign has raised $2,006 of its 
$6,600 goal. Brezenoff said the temporary transmitter was set to 
be installed on Thursday.

This is just the latest hurdle that KLBP’s volunteer team has had 
to jump. Brezenoff and Wellen said the radio station’s growth was 
severely hampered by the pandemic. The station celebrated the 
grand opening of its studio in early March 2020, days before the 
nationwide lockdown began.

During the pandemic, the owner of the donated space the station 
was operating out of asked them to move their operations to an 
adjacent property, which required volunteers to disassemble and 
reassemble the entire studio.

Kristen Farrah Naeem
Staff Writer

KLBP RADIO see page 7

Samantha Diaz
Managing Editor

The latest group to join a historic year in the fight for higher wages and local labor is Long Beach Airport 
and Convention Center food and retail workers, with a little help from familiar friends. 

Last month, local worker’s rights group Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy (LAANE) and its 
campaign group Long Beach for a Just Economy (LBJE) wrapped up over a year of hard work with a 
victory when voters passed Measure RW. 

The measure, which narrowly passed with nearly 53% of yes votes, ensured higher wages for hotel and hospitality 
workers at establishments with 100 or more rooms. 

Following a brief victory lap, it was back to business for LBJE organizers, as the group announced its campaign for 
higher wages for Long Beach Airport (LGB) and Convention Center concession workers on April 5. 

The fight for these 203 workers (87 airport workers and 116 Convention Center workers) follows the trend of in-
vesting in those who guarantee the success of Long Beach’s tourism economy, as the industry is one of the city’s most 
economically prolific sources. 

Airport and Convention Center food and retail workers in Long Beach are predominantly women and people of 
color, Unite Here Local 11 member Maria Kamel told the Signal Tribune. 

According to the Long Beach Press-Telegram, Long Beach’s tourism industry made $1.8 billion in 2023, and both 
the Convention Center and the airport have surpassed their pre-pandemic profits. 

“With major world events like FIFA and the Olympics on the horizon, it’s time to follow the mandate set by voters by 
expanding the living wage to concession workers at the airport and convention center who also make up the backbone 

These employees are aiming for similar wages and guarantees 
as Long Beach hotel workers recently won with Measure RW. 

Courtesy of KLBP 
Long Beach Public Radio members work with to put out a live show. The 
station’s transmitter has since broken, and KLBP is asking for the public’s 
help to purchase a temporary transmitter while they get their original 
transmitter fixed.
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LOCAL WORKER WAGES
continued from page 1
of Long Beach’s thriving tourism 
industry,” said Gabriel Perez, com-
munity organizer for LBJE. 

Perez said LBJE’s goal is to get 
the airport and Convention Center 
worker’s wages passed on the same 
exact schedule as the workers un-
der RW, beginning July 1. 

Dozens of industries saw major 
strikes and unionization efforts 
in 2023, including 60 major ho-
tels across the nation. Hotel Maya 
workers in Long Beach are still ne-
gotiating with management on the 
details of their contract. 

The protests were resounded 
by similar movements in a his-
toric year for labor, accompanied 
by  writers and actors strikes,  auto 
workers strikes,  University of 
California workers strikes,  Star-
bucks  and  Amazon workers 
strikes and many more in the past 
year. 

LGB and Convention Center con-
cession workers are represented 
by Unite Here Local 11, the same 
union that represents local hotel 
and hospitality workers. 

This group was predetermined as 
the next up to bat, as LBJE original-
ly intended for them to be included 
in the Measure RW campaign, Pe-
rez said. Since hotel and hospital-
ity worker wages were last estab-
lished by voters through Measure 
N in 2012, Long Beach City Council 
didn’t have the power to raise their 
wages; only voters could. 

This means that — ideally — the 
fight for a living wage for LGB and 
Convention Center food and retail 
workers will be quicker, since the 
city council can make the decision 
amongst themselves. While Mea-
sure RW required door-to-door 
campaigning to inform voters, 
the bulk of the work for this cam-
paign will be ensuring that LBJE 
and Unite Here Local 11 are on the 
same page with their requests, then 
relaying that message to the city 
council. 

Unite Here Local 11 and LBJE 
are fighting for: 

•	A minimum wage of $23 by 
2024, with $1.50 annual increases 
capped at $29.50 by 2028. 

•	Preventing Loopholes in Ser-
vice Charges, ensuring that work-
ers performing the service are paid 
fairly and equitably.

•	Insuring Compliance: ensuring 
that wages go into effect according 
to the agreed upon schedule for all 
concessionaires. 

“We’re trying to go back to the 
original vision and see it through,” 
Perez said. “It’s about equity. 
They’re also a backbone of the tour-
ism industry, so we wanted to go 
back and realize the original vision 
and intention.”

Perez also pointed out Long 
Beach’s  $750 investment in in-
frastructure and projects to pre-
pare for the 2028 Olympics. This 
includes $50 million towards the 
Convention Center and $8 million 
towards the airport. 

Long Beach City Council  last 
established a minimum wage and 
scale for LGB and Convention Cen-
ter concession workers in 2014, set-
ting the minimum wage at $13.26. 
Those wages are currently set at 
$17.36 minimum. 

Those who want to support 
Unite Here Local 11 and the Long 
Beach Airport and Convention 
Center workers who are fighting 
for higher wages should follow 
@lbjusteconomy  and @laane_
org on social media to receive up-
dates. Showing up in solidarity of 
the workers, as well as advocating 
for them during the public com-
ment period of the items is highly 
encouraged.

CITY COUNCIL

Compensation for Signal Hill 
council members may increase 
at the end of this year
Kristen Farrah Naeem
Staff Writer

The Signal Hill City Council voted 
on Tuesday to hold public hearings 
next month on increasing compen-
sation for council members, as well 
as the city clerk and city treasurer, 
by 10% starting in December 2024.

According to the California gov-
ernment code, city council mem-
bers are allowed to vote to increase 
their compensation each year. Re-
cent legislation signed into law last 
summer, SB 329, allows city coun-
cils to choose between the standard 
increase of up to 5%, or an amount 
equal to the level of inflation since 
Jan. 1, 2024.

Since the city council did not 
take a pay increase in 2023, city 
staff recommended that they vote 
for a 10% increase in their com-
pensation. City staff said this would 
bring city council members to the 
pay level they would have been at if 
they had accepted increases during 
those two years.

State law also requires that cit-
ies hold two public hearings where 
residents can comment on the or-
dinances to increase compensation 
for these roles. Councilmembers 
voted to schedule these hearings 
during the upcoming city council 
meetings on May 14 and May 28. 

The ordinance could be adopted 
during the second public hearing.

During these hearings, the city 
council will also discuss and vote 
on whether to add pay increases for 
the council members, city clerk and 
city treasurer to the planned annu-
al development of the city budget in 
March and April. 

If the 10% pay increase is ap-
proved by the city council, coun-
cil member’s compensation will 

increase from $722.18 a month to 
$794.40, while the city clerk and 
city treasurer’s monthly pay will 
increase from $438.22 to $482.04. 
These pay increases combined will 
represent an additional annual cost 
of $5,384.81 for the City of Signal 
Hill.

Signal Hill City Council meetings 
are held biweekly on Tuesdays at 
7 p.m, and can be watched online 
live or as a recording on Granicus.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR NEWS 

STRAIGHT TO YOUR PHONE! @SIGNALTRIBUNE

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
An aerial view of the Signal Hill City Hall building on Jan. 13, 2022. The Signal 
Hill City Council voted on Tuesday to hold public hearings next month on increas-
ing compensation for council members, as well as the city clerk and city treasurer, 
by 10% starting in December 2024. 

Courtesy of LAANE 
Unite Here Local 11 members gath-
er to speak at a City Hall forum. The 
union is currently fighting for Long 
Beach Airport and Convention Center 
concession workers to receive a living 
wage.
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FUNDRAISER

Free concert Friday will raise 
funds to rebuild Open Gallery 

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
The exterior of Open Gallery is boarded up on Feb. 26, 2024, after a suspected 
drunk driver crashed into the gallery with connect loft apartment above where 
the owners and their child live on February 24. To raise funds for the restoration 
of Open Gallery, there will be a free concert on Friday, April 12 at Grace First 
Presbyterian Church where donations for the gallery will be accepted.

Staff Report
Signal Tribune

A free concert this Friday from 
the Long Beach Camerata Singers 
(LBCS) will raise money towards 
rebuilding Open Gallery, which was 
destroyed in a car crash on Feb. 24. 

The community gallery opened 
in 2019, and the crash, allegedly 
caused by a drunk driver, ruined 
original works of art as well as the 
five years of hard work poured into 
the establishment. The crash also 
destroyed the home of gallery own-
ers Artos Saucedo, Liz Garibaldi 
and their son, as it was located di-
rectly above the gallery. 

A Gofundme donation page has 
raised $42,969 of the $150,000 
goal to rebuild the gallery as of 
April 10. 

Open Gallery was slated to host 
the concert and an accompanying 
exhibit as part of the Long Beach 
Arts Council Creative Corps Col-
laboration before the car crash, 
according to a statement from the 
LBCS. 

“After considering a number of 
alternatives, it became obvious that 
the concert should go on as sched-
uled, but as a fundraiser for Open 
Gallery,” LBCS said in a public 
statement. 

The concert will be free, with all 
donations going towards the re-
building efforts of Open Gallery. 
LBCS Artistic Director James K. 
Bass will perform excerpts from 
their social justice-themed 2023 
Peace Project, “THE WORTH OF 

WATER.” The piece focuses on the 
importance of water as a life-giving 
resource, while metaphorically re-
lating to the goal “of bringing Open 
Gallery back to life through the 
support of the Long Beach artistic 
community,” LBCS said in a state-
ment. 

The fundraiser concert on Fri-
day, April 12 at 8 p.m. is free and 
open to everyone in the commu-
nity at Grace First Presbyterian 
Church at 3955 N. Studebaker 
Road. Free parking is available, 
and donations for Open Gallery 
will be accepted at the door.

SCAN THE QR CODE WITH 
YOUR PHONE TO VISIT THE 

GALLERY’S GOFUNDME

Street closures for Grand Prix will 
begin April 17

ROADS

Staff Report
Signal Tribune

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A Formula D drift car takes a turn at high-speed during a practice run at the 
Grand Prix of Long Beach on Sept. 14, 2021. The Acura Grand Prix returns to 
Long Beach the weekend of April 19-21, with road closures on and around Shore-
line Drive beginning April 17. 

The Acura Grand Prix of Long 
Beach will screech back for its re-
turn from April 19 to April 21, 
prompting several street closures 
in the downtown area. 

Street closures will begin on 
Wednesday, April 17 at 4 a.m. and 
last until Monday, April 22 at 5 
p.m. Below is the full list of down-
town Long Beach street closures 
and alternative access points. 
Times are approximate and subject 
to change, according to a statement 
from the City. 

Wednesday, April 17:
4 a.m. –
Closure of the side streets off 

Shoreline Drive and Seaside Way 
leading into the racecourse.

7 a.m. –
Closure of westbound Shoreline 

Drive.
Closure of the northbound 

Queensway Bridge off-ramp.
Closure of the southbound 

Queensway Bridge on-ramp from 
Shoreline Drive.

Closure of Aquarium Way, south 
of Shoreline Drive.

3 p.m. –
Closure of eastbound Shoreline 

Drive from Broadway to Ocean 
Boulevard.

Pine Avenue will remain open to 

traffic for visitors to the Hyatt, wa-
terfront restaurants, Shoreline Vil-
lage and Shoreline Marina tenants.

Aquarium of the Pacific will be 
accessible via Chestnut Place or 
Golden Shore Avenue. All vehicles 
must be out of the Aquarium park-
ing structure by 3 p.m. on Thurs-
day, April 18.

Valet parking will be available for 
guests dining at waterfront restau-
rants. Parking will also be available 
at Shoreline Village. All ve-

hicles entering at Pine Avenue will 
exit to the east through the Marina 
Green parking lot and should fol-
low the directional signage.

Friday, April 19:
6 a.m. –
Access to the Hyatt, Shoreline 

Village and the Shoreline Marina 
from Ocean Boulevard and Pine 
Avenue will close.

Southbound Pine Avenue will 
close to all traffic.
GRAND PRIX CLOSURES see page 11

LIVES  
LIVED

Barry Barber 67 
James Briscoe 82 

Alan Fox 81 
Cynthia Longaway 71 
Bacardi Kirkpatrick 70 
Phoebe McBennett 84 
Benjamin Butler Jr 86 

Luis Madrigal 42 
Maria Lamarque 79 
Linda Lindquist 79 

Pamela Bolenbaugh 76 
Georgiann Cassano 81 
Phillip Nerenberg 85

The families were assisted by 
McKenzie Mortuary. 

For more details on service dates 
and times, contact  

(562) 961-9301

NEED TO POST 
A LEGAL NOTICE?

SEND US AN EMAIL 
LEGALNOTICES

@SIGNALTRIBUNE.COM
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HISTORY

Meet Natalia, a glorious, 
odd-eyed, redhead Siberian 
husky! She’s quite a charac-
ter! She combines her husky 
talents with the personality 

of a somersaulting Arctic fox 
to give you the best enter-
tainment you can get on 

four legs! She’s affectionate, 
loves pets from her human 
buddies, and takes treats 
eagerly but gently. You’d 

never believe that when she 
entered the shelter, she was 
nervous and overwhelmed. 
Her coat was unkempt, too. 

But look at her now! Na-
talia’s 3 years old and has 

been in our shelter since last 
July. She doesn’t need to 

celebrate another birthday 
here—she’d love to do it in 
a real, husky-trained home! 
You can speed the process 
to adopt or foster Natalia 

or any of our other pets by 
emailing PetAdopt@long-
beach.gov or petfoster@

longbeach.gov or by calling 
(562) 570-4925. Our shel-
ter hours are Wednesday 

through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. and Saturday 
and Sunday from 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m., at 7700 E. Spring 
St. at the entrance to El 

Dorado Park (no parking fee 
for shelter visitors). Ask for 

ID#A702518.

Pet of the week:Pet of the week:
NataliaNatalia

   By 1922, less than two years after the discovery of oil in Signal Hill, this 
area pulsed with the excitement and optimism that the prospect of Big 
Money brings. , ese feeling were so contagious that a number of local 
reporters simultaneously coined a phrase to describe them: e Romance 
of Signal Hill. 
   More notable among this group was Jessie Elwin Nelson, who wrote for 
local papers before becoming Signal Hill's first mayor. In her enthusiasm 
for the boom she wrote, "little else counted save the realization of a 
production well." When a General Petroleum well came in a gusher in 
1922, Mrs. Nelson penned the following poem commemorating the 
event: ("G.P’."refers to General Petroleum.) 

Gasser to the right of them, 
Gasser to the left of them, 
Gasser in front of them 
Roared and thundered. 
Belching up rock and shale, 
Covering the ground like hail, 
Wrecking derrick and bail, 
While he town wondered. 
Soon a wild gusher rose 
Up from its deep repose, 
Spouting and shooting oil 
High in the air. 
ousands of barrels fell 
With a black Smirch and smell, 
Spreading a dark blanket 
Over half of the hill. 
Homes were made desolate, 
Left to their blackened fate; 
While people fled. 
Oil to right of them, 
Oil to left of them 
Oil front and back of them. 
What's this they said? 
"What e'er the loss of it, 
What e'er the cost of it, 
e G.P. has proven the west side of the hill.”  
 (is well was the first gusher west of Cherry Ave) 

   Another reporter to idealize Signal Hill's oil boom was M.A. Morrison, 
whose article "e Romance of Signal Hill" was a cover story for e 
Long Beach Press Magazine_on December 31,1922. Here is an example 
of Morrison’s gushing prose: 

   "Two years ago it merely was a ‘hill.’ Today it is the great oil field of 
California one of the greatest in the United States! Twenty-four months 
ago, one hundred Japanese toiled upon those hillsides. Today, more than 
5000 men eat, sleep, live. that they may"drive steel bits deep into the 
earth of that same hill and draw from it the blackened blood of 
prehistoric crustaceans 
. . . And that same fluid - that greasy, hot, viscid liquid which comes 
roaring forth from the reservoirs of Mother Nature those hundreds of 
streams of it which are giving wealth to the world -- they reach out and 
encompass the globe!” 
   Not to be outdone by a rival Long Beach paper, the Long Beach 
Telegram printed an article "Romance of Signal Hill is a Magic Tale of 
Wonder Oil Field," also on December 3l, but one 
year later. e tone of this article was nothing short of 
raving: 
   e story of Signal llill is one of thrills and romance. Nowhere is 
oildom has the driller been confronted with so many anomalous 
situations as ran the gamut of Signal Hill development. An oil field to 
which the roughnecks-as and laborers machines from comfortable homes 
in the residential districts of a modern city; an oil field with boulevards 
criss crossing it in all directions; an oil field with efficient fire protection 
afforded by a metropolitan fire fighting department; with water and sewer 
facilities that rival the systems of many larger cities, Signal llill indeed is 
unique 
 in the annals of oil history."                   To Be Continued

HISTORY 
On the Hi l l

Learn more about Signal Hill. 
Join the Historical Society May 9th at 

5:30  then at 6:00  Speaker 
 David Ferrari’s history talks in the 

Signal Hill Library  
Open to the public. 

shhs90755.org 

Part XIII
a continuing series about

Sponsored by

Above article originally published  Jan 25, 1991 in the Star Tribune  
Written by Julie Bendizick-Sin.  Part 13 of 23 

SHHS90755.org

Romancing the Hill,  Circa 1922

Save the date: Wednesday, May 15th, 2024    
Jessie Nelson Memorial and Old Towne Orange Visit. 

We will honor Jessie Nelson, “Mother of Signal Hill” who is with both husbands at 
the Fairhaven Memorial Park in Santa Ana. 

  9:30 buses depart from Signal Hill Library  
10:15 a special tribute to Jessie Nelson at Fairhaven Memorial Park 
11:30 visit Old Towne Orange - shopping and lunch at your leisure. 
 1:00  meet at Hilbert Museum guided tour - featuring California Artists 
 2:00  depart 2:00 and arrive at Signal Hill Library 2:45 

Make your reservations for this event early at the Signal Hill Library.

SCAN WITH YOUR PHONE 
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Centennial
Celebration event

Color Fun Run & Walk
Sponsored by: Signal Hill Community Foundation
• Registration required.

8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.                   

Pancake Breakfast
Sponsored by: Signal Hill Historical Society 
• Free Pancake Breakfast (while supplies last)

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.                   

Opening Ceremony
Sponsored by: Signal Hill Petroleum
• Sponsor Recognition
• Time Capsule Revelation
• Centennial Presentation

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.                  

Games, Crafts, Food & Live Entertainment 
Sponsored by:  Signal Hill Petroleum & EDCO                                                        
• Free for the entire family
• Live Bands, Food, Art & Photo Displays, Carnival Games
• Skate Dogs Demonstration: 5:00 - 5:30 pm

3:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.                  

Drone Show
Sponsored by: Signal Hill Petroleum
• Viewing Area: Signal Hill Park

8:15 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.                  

Saturday, april 27, 2024
Signal Hill park

be a part of our HiStory

Sign-up here:

Centennial Programs & 
Events proudly sponsored by:

Platinum Sponsor

Bring your own chair or blanket to enjoy the afternoon festivities! For more information please call 562-989-7330.
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Pick-Up

December 31, 2024

EVENTS

Concerts, plays and festivals, oh my! Friends of Rec 
Park Bandshell releases 2024 lineup
Staff Report
Signal Tribune

Two years ago, longtime friends 
and music fans Steve Pruitt and 
Hans Hellsund created a nonprof-
it to revitalize one of Long Beach’s 
abandoned historical landmarks: 
the bandshell at Recreation Park. 

The bandshell has a colorful his-
tory, hosting bands, actors, stu-
dents and even former president 
Richard Nixon in its heyday. Pruitt 
and Hellsund, equipped with fond 
memories of the bandshell and 
plenty of determination, created 
the Friends of Rec Park Bandshell 
(FORPBS) in 2022. 

The duo has hosted multiple 
events at the bandshell since then, 
inviting residents to the outdoor 
amphitheater to enjoy music and 
movies from local students and 
musicians. 

FORPBS recently received its 
largest grant yet: $50,000 from the 
Long Beach Navy Memorial Her-
itage Foundation, which they will 
use to refurbish the stage later this 
year, Pruitt said. 

Much to Pruitt’s dismay, the city 
of Long Beach has not thrown any 
support towards the bandshell, 
though Mayor Rex Richardson has 
excitedly announced plans to build 
a new musical amphitheater near 
the Queen Mary. 

With no formal recognition from 
the City, FORPBS is moving for-
ward with its plans to renovate the 
historical site, recently announcing 

a stacked 2024 lineup with musical 
performances, Shakespeare plays, 
festivals and more. 

The full 2024 FORPBS:  
April
•	Saturday, April 20 from 4:30 

p.m. to 5:30 p.m.: Pre-Dirtbags 
Baseball Game Concert with High-
er Ed

May
•	Saturday, May 4: Long Beach 

Bluegrass Festival, time TBA
•	Sunday, May 19: HS Battle of 

the Bands, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
June
•	Thursday through Friday, 

June 20 to 22: Shakespeare by the 
Sea performing “Cardenio” from 8 

p.m. to 10 p.m.
•	Sunday, June 23: Long Beach 

Camerata Singers, “A Sondheim 
Tribute Revue” from 6 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m.

•	Friday and Saturday, June 28 
and 29: Shakespeare by the Sea 
performing “Henry IV” from  8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.

•	Sunday, June 30: KJAZZ Bub-
ba Jackson Memorial Concert from 
noon to 8 p.m.

July
•	Saturday, July 13: 7 Saturdays 

of Summer - performance TBD 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

•	Saturday, Jul 20: 7 Saturdays 
of Summer - Manuel the Band from 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

•	Saturday, Jul 27: 7 Saturdays of 
Summer - performance TBD from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m.

August
•	Saturday, Aug. 3: 7 Saturdays 

of Summer - Long Beach Camera-
ta Singers, Music of Laurel Canyon 
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

•	Saturday, Aug. 10: 7 Saturdays 
of Summer - King Salmon from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m.

•	Saturday, Aug. 17: 7 Saturdays 
of Summer - performance TBD 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

•	Saturday, Aug. 24: 7 Saturdays 
of Summer - Knyght Ryder from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m.

September
•	Saturday, Sept. 7: Tribute Band 

Festival, 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
•	Sunday, Sep 15: LB Gives Fair & 

Concert from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
October
•	Saturday, Oct. 19: Jazz at the 

Shell from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
An overhead view of the bandshell and seating area at Recreation Park on June 12, 2023. The Freinds of Rec Park Bandshell 
recently released their 2024 events lineup, featuring several community concerts, plays and festivals.
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WANT TO PROMOTE 
YOUR BUSINESS?

SEND US AN EMAIL
ADVERTISING@SIGNALTRIBUNE.COM

Spring Book Sale 

When:  

   Thursday -April 18, 2024

Times:  

   12 PM - 4 PM

Where:  

   Signal Hill Library 

1800 E Hill Street

Signal Hill, CA 90755

For more Info call: 562. 989-7323

Fill a BAG of BOOKS for only $5 

FRIENDS OF THE SIGNAL HILL LIBRARY  

We’ll even supply the Bag

FRIENDS OF THE  
SIGNAL HILL  

LIBRARY 

CELEBRATING 100 years  of books in Signal Hill

Your book donations help support the Friends of the Signal Hill Library (FOSHL) 
FOSHL is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization FEIN 33-0674073 

2201 E Willow #D-180, Signal Hill, CA 90755 

CASH ONLY 
Rare and  

Special Collection  
books priced 

separately 

.

Sponsored by

IMMIGRATION

KLBP RADIO
continued from page 1

“Just trying to launch a radio 
station is very challenging, trying 
to do it when you’re also managing 
COVID, you know, that was brand 
new for everybody,” Brezenoff said. 
“It was a lot. It was hard to have 
meetings. It was hard to stay con-
nected with people, it was hard for 
people to see a workable model. 
[...] This was the worst timing in 
the world.”

The station is run by a handful 
of stalwart volunteer members, 
with over 50 more people produc-
ing their own shows for the station. 
The vast majority of independent 
radio shows aired on KLBP focus 
on different genres of music, in-
cluding darkwave, indie, electronic 
dance music, hip-hop and more. 

The station is seeking more talk 
shows, and its current lineup in-
cludes a show discussing Indige-
nous issues, American Indian Air-
waves, as well as the interview show 
Artbeat Radio, created by members 
of local nonprofit Able ARTS Work.

While listeners wait for 99.1 FM 
to come back on the air, they can 

visit klbp.org/listen/ to listen to the 
live broadcast virtually.

“They need to do something a 
little bit different than what we al-
ready have,” Wellen said. “[...] It’s 
got to be a little different. It’s got to 
be truly independent. I don’t mind 
if it’s a little bit weird. I don’t want 
anybody copycatting commercial 
radio, that’s a ‘no no.’ If anybody 
comes to me and says I want to play 
Green Day and Coldplay, sorry, I 
don’t want you. You can find that 
anywhere. We want really different 
stuff. Blow me away.”

KLBP is one of only two radio 
stations based in Long Beach. The 
other one is run by Cal State Long 
Beach’s college news organization 
22 West Media.

Even before the pandemic ar-
rived in the United States, KLBP 
opened during a time when radio 
stations across the nation were ei-
ther shutting down or making cuts. 
In January 2020, the country’s big-
gest radio company which owned 
over 850 stations at the time, 
iHeartMedia, announced mass lay-

offs among its local radio stations. 
The same company laid off another 
2,000 radio station employees in 
2009.

According to an article published 
by Britannica, Americans aged 18 
to 24 listened to the radio 25% less 
in 2007 than they had in 2000.

According to data gathered by 
Nielsen Media Research and pub-
lished by the Radio Advertising 
Bureau, 89% of Americans ages 12 
and older listened to the radio in 
any given week in 2019, which de-
clined to 83% in 2020, and 82% in 
2022.

KLBP is entirely funded by do-
nations and grants, and is always 
in need of more volunteers. Ko-
sach Wellen said there’s current-
ly around 10 volunteers, and that 
KLBP needs around 70 to run op-
timally. 

To contact KLBP about volun-
teering or starting a show, email 
info@klbp.org. To keep up with 
the radio station, visit its website 
klbp.org or its Instagram page, @
klbpfm. 

Long Beach expands Justice Fund; 
organizers still seeking long term 
commitment
Samantha Diaz
Managing Editor

Long Beach’s Justice Fund, 
which pays for legal and support-
ive services to prevent local undoc-
umented immigrants from being 
deported, was renewed for another 
year and expanded to reach more 
of the community at Tuesday’s city 
council meeting. 

Through mostly one-time alloca-
tions totaling almost $1.4 million, 
the Justice Fund will now formally 
partner with Cambodian and Fili-
pino organizations in the city. Ser-
vices will also focus on preventative 
measures for undocumented resi-
dents rather than solely on removal 
defenses, which is the last step be-
fore someone is deported. 

Following Tuesday’s meeting, 
funds will go to ÓRALE, who has 
advocated for and been involved in 
the Justice Fund since its inception, 
alongside the United Cambodian 
Community, The Filipino Migrant 
Center and Al Otro Lado. 

Gaby Hernandez, executive di-
rector with Organizing Rooted in 
Abolition, Liberation and Empow-
erment (ÓRALE), showed up to the 
city council meeting for the eighth 
year in a row to advocate for these 
funds and the continuation of the 
Justice Fund. She remembers back 
in 2018 when the Justice Fund was 
first introduced and championed 
by then-councilmember, now-sen-
ator Lena Gonzalez and how differ-
ent the conversations around it are 
now. 

“In 2018, the conversation that 
took place at that time was, ‘Why 
are we providing money for legal 
services for immigrants?’ I think 
we really shifted the narrative to, 
‘These folks are part of the commu-
nity, the people that work at hotels 
and in the city,’” Hernandez said. 

Since 2019, the Justice Fund has 
represented over 70 clients, includ-
ing 16 children. It has also helped 
18 residents obtain work permits 
and closed 15 cases, with 51 cases 
pending. City staff stressed that 

deportation cases can often take 
years, if not decades to resolve. 

Long Beach’s Justice Fund is 
unique to other local immigrant 
defense programs, which only pro-
vide removal defenses. The Jus-
tice Fund also assists residents 
in obtaining U Visas, which grant 
nonimmigrant status to victims of 
crimes who have suffered physical 
or mental abuse; T Visas, which 
helps victims of trafficking; and 
VAWA applications for victims of 
domestic abuse. 

The program also has a Com-
munity Oversight Committee that 
decides how funds will be spent, 
something Hernandez says sets 
Long Beach apart from other cities 
that have similar funds. 

Contracts with the chosen orga-
nizations are as follows: 

Al Otro Lada: $480,000 for pro-
viding affirmative and appellate le-
gal services

•	ÓRALE: $122,500 for commu-
nity connection services 

•	Filipino Migrant Center: 
$122,500 for community connec-
tion services

•	United Cambodian Communi-
ty: $75,000 for community connec-

tion services
Community Services means that 

the local organizations involved in 
the Justice Fund refer those in need 
of legal services to Al Otro Lado, 
which is located in Los Angeles. 

“We’ve been able to form solidar-
ity with other immigrant commu-
nities … It’s important to note that 
immigrant communities come from 
different backgrounds and differ-
ent countries, not just Latin-Amer-
ican countries,” Hernandez said. 
“Specifically here in Long Beach we 
have a big Filipino community, we 
have a big Cambodian community, 
so we joined forces with those folks 
to ensure that every community is 
taken care of and tapped into.”

The three Long Beach organiza-
tions will be meeting quarterly to 
understand each other’s needs and 
learn from one another, Hernandez 
said. 

Cambodian residents make up 
about 4% of Long Beach’s popula-
tion, roughly 486,000 residents. 
According to the Long Beach 
Health Department, more than 
20,000 Filipino residents live in 
Long Beach. According to the U.S. 

Courtesy of Gaby Hernandez
Members of the Long Beach Justice Fund Community Oversight Committee and 
supporters take a celebratory picture after receiving renewed funds for the pro-
gram that provides free legal services for undocumented immigrants facing de-
portation. 

JUSTICE FUND see page 11
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a weekly list of things to do 
in long beach and signal hill

around 
town

F rom Shakespeare plays to 
stand-up comedy, book 
clubs to burlesque shows, 
garden tours to farm par-

ties; this week has something for 
everyone in Long Beach and Signal 
Hill. 

Those who wish to bask in the 
spring beauty of nature this week 
can attend Farm Lot 59’s annual 
farm party Saturday night, Prisk 
Native Garden’s open house Sun-
day afternoon or a peaceful stroll 
through Bixby Knolls early Satur-
day morning. More outdoor ac-
tivities include the city’s first-ev-
er Adaptive Sports Fair Saturday 
morning and the Wrigley neighbor-
hood’s first-ever farmer’s market 
Sunday morning and afternoon. 

Businesses and City departments 
are hosting a variety of workshops 
this week, such as an informative 
online street vending seminar Fri-
day afternoon, a mocktail-making 
class Saturday evening, a forum on 
park equity in Long Beach Wednes-
day night and a financial literacy 
workshop Thursday night. 

For a more exciting outing filled 
with entertainment, residents can 
attend the Long Beach Shakespeare 
Company’s “Antigone” show, wind 
down at a live comedy show Mon-
day night or enjoy a burlesque 
show Thursday night. 

12friday

low-cost 
vaccine clinic
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Long Beach An-

imal Care Services (7700 E Spring 
St.) will be offering discounted 
vaccines and microchips for pets. 
Cats must be brought in carriers 
and dogs must be leashed. Services 
are available on a first-come, first-
served basis for the first 60 pets. 
Treatment prices vary.

sidewalk to success
1 p.m. to 2 p.m. The City of Long 

Beach will be hosting an online 
seminar to inform the public on the 
new street vending ordinance and 
provide guidance to existing and 
aspiring vendors. To register for 
this Zoom meeting, visit the City’s 
online event calendar. Free.

Live Theater
8 p.m. The Long Beach Shake-

speare Company will be perform-

ing “Antigone” at the Helen Borg-
ers Theatre (4250 Atlantic Ave.). 
General admission tickets can be 
purchased for $25 on the theater’s 
website.

13saturday

“Amélie” screening
Times vary. Beloved 2001 French 

film “Amélie” is screening at the 
Long Beach Art Theatre (2025 E 
Fourth St.) for two days only. The 
film follows a young woman who 
discreetly orchestrates the lives of 
those around her to create a beauti-
ful world of her own making. Tick-
ets are $12 general admission and 
can be purchased on the theater’s 
website.

bixby knolls 
strollers
7:15 a.m. to 9 a.m. This neighbor-

hood walking group meets weekly 
at Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf (4105 
Atlantic Ave.) for strolls through 
the Bixby Knolls are. A new route is 
introduced each week. Free.

district 7
adoption series
10 a.m. to noon. The public is 

encouraged to adopt new family 
members at this pet fair at Silver-
ado Park (1545 W 31st St.). All an-
imals come from the City shelter 
and are in desperate need of homes. 
Adoption fees will be waived. Free.

adaptive sports fair
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Local nonprofit 

Playmakers will host Long Beach’s 
first-ever adaptive sports fair, with 
a wide range of sports for people of 
all ages and abilities at Long Beach 
City College (3932 Faculty Ave.). 
There will be free ice cream, en-
tertainment, baseball, basketball, 
dance, martial arts, yoga, boccia 
and much more. Free.

peak to pasifika
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Resident artist 

Jason Pereira and Chumash weav-
er Tima Lotah Link will be teaching 
a workshop at the Pacific Island 
Ethnic Art Museum (695 Alamitos 
Ave.), where participants will learn 
how to create cords using the native 
plant dogbane. The workshop is in-
cluded with the $5 cost of admis-
sion into the museum. 

business anniversary
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Local business 

And Then LB (3803 Atlantic Ave.) 
is celebrating its seventh year in 
business. This celebration will fea-
ture tarot readings, face painting, 
flash tattoos, baked goods and a 
photo booth. Free to attend. 

writers club meeting
2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. National 

Poetry month will be recognized at 
this California Writers Club of Long 
Beach meeting at Los Altos United 
Methodist Church (5950 E Willow 
St.). Local poet Nancy Woo will be 
the guest of the meeting. Free.

farm lot 59 party
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. This annual par-

ty at Farm Lot 59 will feature a pic-
nic under the stars, live music from 
The Pollen Collective and a feast 
of roasted hog, chicken and vege-
tarian sides prepared by local chef 
Eugene. Tickets are $65 for adults, 
$20 for children and can be pur-
chased on the farm’s website. 

14sundaY

wrigley farmer’s 
market
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. This event 

marks the first-ever Wrigley neigh-
borhood Association’s Farmer’s 
Market, with fresh produce and lo-
cal art available for purchase at the 
corner of Willow Street and Pacif-
ic Avenue. The event has a greater 
chance of becoming a regular oc-
currence if the market receives a 
good turnout, according to the as-
sociation. Free.

garden open house
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Prisk Native Gar-

den (2375 Fanwood Ave.) will be 
opening its doors to the public to 
view its native flowers and plants. 
The garden also features a new 
creek and pond. Free.

15mondaY

theater auditions
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. The Long Beach 

Playhouse (5021 E Anaheim St.) is 
holding auditions for cast members 
to perform in the play “Loot.” The 

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Ryan Dissman, a player with the Woodrow Wilson High School baseball team, gives a high five to Noah D’Ambrosio with 
the Playmakers program as he jumps onto third base with his mom at J.H. McGaugh Elementary School in Seal Beach on 
March 25, 2023. Playmakers will host Long Beach’s inaugural Adaptive Sports Fair this Saturday, April 13 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at Long Beach City College with free ice cream, entertainment, sports and more. 

play will run from June 8 to July 
6, on Fridays and Saturdays at 8 
p.m, and Sundays at 2 p.m. Those 
who audition must bring their head 
shots and a resume. Cold readings 
will be provided during the audi-
tions. This is a volunteer acting po-
sition, and chosen actors will not 
receive compensation.

 
cosmic comedy
7 p.m. Attendees can enjoy a live 

comedy show along with their food 
and drinks at Jade on the Water 
(6380 East Pacific Coast Highway). 
There will be discounts for service 
industry workers. Free to enter; 
menu prices vary. Reservations can 
be made on Eventbrite.

16tuesday

senior social club
11 a.m. to noon. Seniors can so-

cialize and get active at this class 
that will introduce basic zumba 
steps and dance moves set to music 
in the Signal Hill Library Commu-
nity Room (1800 E Hill St.). Free.

lincoln park 
walking group
5 p.m. to 6 p.m. Residents can 

join a walk starting at Lincoln Park 
(101 Pacific Ave.), circling the Civ-
ic Center and the Billie Jean King 
Main Library. Participants can walk 
at their own pace. The walk will take 
place on flat ground. Free.

a better trip
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Comedi-

an Shane Mauss will be performing 
live at the Art Theatre of Long Beach 
(2025 E Fourth St.). His stand up 
will be accompanied by visuals and 
animations on the screen behind 
him. Tickets can be purchased for 
$27.50 on Eventbrite.

17wednesday

grand opening 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Local nonprof-

it Algalita invites the public to the 
grand opening of its new laboratory 
that will focus on microplastic re-
search (148 N Marina Drive), fea-
turing vendors, a lab tour, a short 
film screening and more. To regis-
ter, visit Eventbrite. Free.

exploring park equity 
in greater long beach
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. During this 

open forum at Studio One Eleven 
(245 E Third St.), youth, academics 
and design professionals will dis-
cuss ways to create more park space 
in underserved areas of Long Beach. 
Register for free on Eventbrite.

18thursday

grocery giveaway
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Local nonprofit 

Love Beyond Limits will be giving 
away groceries at Martin Luther 
King Jr. Park on the third Thursday 
of each month (1133 E Rhea St.). 
Free.

online movie and Q&A
1 p.m. to 2 p.m. Impact Media 

Partners will host this film and Q&A 
in honor of the upcoming Earth 
Day. Attendees can watch “Single 
Use Planet,” a film about the im-
pacts of single-use plastic and hear 
from a panel of four experts from 
around the country. Free, but RSVP 
on Eventbrite is required.

tropical tease
4 p.m. to 9 p.m. The Marvel-

ous Mavens will be hosting a bur-
lesque performance to an exotica 
soundtrack at the Secret Island 
Tiki Restaurant and Lounge (209 
Pine Ave.). General admission tick-
ets can be purchased for $10 on 
Eventbrite.

is that it? 
nope!

visit us online at 
www.signaltribune.
com for more events. 
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Celebration of the 
Young Child returns for 
its fifth year on April 27

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Children trade books while Long Beach Councilmember Mary Zendejas speaks 
about the renovated KidSpace of the Long Beach Billie Jean King Main Library 
during a dedication ceremony on May 13, 2022. The library and Lincoln Park will 
host the fifth annual Celebration of the Young Child event on Saturday, April 27 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Almost every resource a young 
child in Long Beach could need will 
be on display and offered for free at 
the fifth annual Celebration of the 
Young Child event on Saturday, 
April 27. 

Parents, caregivers and their 
children will be greeted by a smor-
gasbord of activities, vendors, pro-
fessionals and local resources at the 
Billie Jean King Main Library and 
Lincoln Park in Downtown Long 
Beach. Resources and activities will 
focus on children up to 8 years old. 

“The early years of a child’s life 
are so precious, and the opportuni-
ties provided at this event can posi-
tively influence their lives for years 
to come,” said Mayor Rex Richard-
son in a public statement. 

This event is hosted by the Long 
Beach Health Department’s Ear-
ly Childhood Strategic Initiatives 
Program, the Long Beach Public 
Library and the Mayor’s Fund. 

Last year, the City’s Early Child-
hood Education team conducted a 
community survey of participants 
from previous events to learn how 
best to support childhood develop-
ment. The results from that survey 
helped to inform this year’s lineup 
of activities and resources, which 
features healthy food options, 
hands-on activities, spaces for chil-

Staff Report
Signal Tribune

The event will offer hands-on activities, 
developmental screenings, local resource 
booths and entertainment.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A young child grimaces while a tempo-
rary tattoo with the Long Beach Veter-
ans Commission logo is applied to her 
hand with water at the commission’s 
informational booth at the Long Beach 
Veterans Day celebration on Nov. 12, 
2022.

dren with varying sensory needs 
and on-site enrollment assistance 
to various programs. 

Performances will entertain chil-
dren and their families from Latin 
Grammy-winner and author of “Pa-
letero Man” Lucky Diaz, as well as 
Wacko the Magician. Library staff 
will offer music and movement ac-
tivities, read-aloud story times, a 
sensory exploration area and other 
educational activities. 

Free parking will be available 
in the Civic Center parking garage 
located at the corner of Broadway 
and Chestnut Avenue. 

Parents can also access early in-
tervention resources and screen-
ings for free. Screening tools will 
include the Ages & Stages Ques-
tionnaire (ASQ)-3, which is used to 
help parents identify areas of devel-
opment where their child may need 
more support. Children can also 
take the articulation component 
of the Preschool Language Scale 
(PSL)-5. 

Screening appointments will 
be made on walk-in basis ranging 
from 10 to 20-minute sessions, and 
parents will receive the results and 
connections to related services on-
site.

“Celebration of the Young Child 
showcases our commitment to the 
growth and well-being of our young 
children, offering a solid founda-
tion of support for future genera-
tions of Long Beach residents,” said 
First District Councilmember Mary 
Zendejas in a public statement. 

Children can also receive vac-
cinations on-site. The Billie Jean 
King Main Library terrace will 
host information booths from lo-
cal and regional education centers, 
agencies and vendors, who will be 
equipped with educational hand-
outs. 

The fifth annual Celebration of 
the Young Child will take place on 
Saturday, April 27 at the Billie Jean 
King Main Library and Lincoln 
Park from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. No ad-
vanced registration is required, and 
the event is free to all. 

CRIME

The prosecution rested its case-
in-chief today in the murder trial 
of a former Long Beach Unified 
School District safety officer who 
fired at a car and fatally wounded 
an 18-year-old woman who had just 
been involved in an altercation with 
a teenage girl near a high school.

The defense began its portion of 
Eddie Gonzalez’s case after the jury 
heard a half-dozen stipulations, in-
cluding an agreement that Manuela 
“Mona” Rodriguez died of a gun-
shot wound to the back of the head.

Jurors are expected to be hand-
ed the case later this week against 
Gonzalez, now 54, who was charged 
in October 2021 with murder for 
the fatal shooting of Rodriguez as 
she sat in the front passenger seat 
inside the Infiniti as it was moving 
in a parking lot on Sept. 27, 2021.

The shooting was captured on 
video that was widely aired on local 
media. Rodriguez died days later 
after being taken off life support.

During his opening statement, 
Deputy District Attorney Kristo-
pher Gay told the jury that Gon-
zalez “responded to youthful dis-
obedience with deadly force” after 
breaking up a fight between Rodri-
guez and a female Millikan High 
School student near Spring Street 
and Palo Verde Avenue, about a 
block from the high school.

Gonzalez tried to stop the In-
finiti containing Rodriguez, her 
boyfriend and his teenage brother 
from leaving the scene, slapped the 
hood of the vehicle and yelled at the 
car’s occupants, who disobeyed his 
commands, according to the pros-
ecutor.

Trial continues for ex-LBUSD School 
Safety Officer who fatally shot 18-year-old

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
The family of Manuela “Mona” Rodriguez, including Oscar Rodriguez and another family member, talk to the protestors 
outside the LBUSD headquarters building during a Board of Education meeting on Oct. 6, 2021. The prosecution rested 
its case-in-chief today in the murder trial of ex-LBUSD School Safety Officer Eddie Gonzalez, who fatally shot 18-year-old 
Manuela Rodriguez on Sept. 27, 2021. 

City News Service
Southern California Local News

The former school safety officer 
was “not done trying to stop that 
car” as it was being driven away 
from him, and raised up his firearm 
and fired two rounds from behind 
the car, the deputy district attorney 
told jurors.

He said the car “did not get any-
where near” Gonzalez, telling jurors 
that they would see videos taken by 
two students from the high school 
along with a surveillance video 
from the parking lot. He told jurors 
that the videos would be supported 
by the testimony of three prosecu-
tion witnesses and leave “no doubt” 
that Gonzalez fired as the vehicle 
drove away when he was in “no 
danger.”

Gonzalez’s attorney, Michael 
Schwartz, countered that the vehi-
cle’s tires squealed before any shot 
was fired and that the evidence 
will show that his client was much 
closer to the vehicle than what the 
prosecution alleged.

He said his client had less than 
two seconds to assess whether he 
was about to be run over, how to get 
out of the way and stop the threat.

“They will not prove that it wasn’t 
self-defense because it definitely 
was,” Schwartz said.

Gonzalez’s attorney told jurors 
that they would hear from the teen-
age girl involved in the initial con-
frontation, along with two other 
witnesses who believed that the ve-
hicle was headed toward Gonzalez 
before the shooting.

The defense’s first witness, Sa-
brina Ramos, testified that she be-
lieved a phone had been taken from 
her during the altercation with Ro-
driguez and said that she told the 
school safety officer about it after 
he responded to the scene. She said 

SCAN THE QR CODE WITH 
YOUR PHONE TO READ THE 

FULL STORY ON SIGTRIB.COM

she subsequently saw the phone on 
the ground.

In questioning by the defense, 
the now-18-year-old woman told 
jurors that she saw Gonzalez run 
over to the car containing Rodri-
guez, her boyfriend and his young-
er brother.

“It looked like he was going to get 
hit by the car,” the former Millikan 
High School student testified.

Under cross-examination by the 
prosecution, the young woman 
said she didn’t want to fight with 
Rodriguez and denied that she had 
ever challenged her to a fight or 
threatened to call the Department 
of Children and Family Services. 
She acknowledged that she had 
communicated with Rodriguez on 
Instagram, but said she had shared 
her password with a friend.

In testimony Monday, Rodri-
guez’s boyfriend, Rafeul Chow-
dhury, denied trying to run over 
Gonzalez after the school safety 
officer intervened in the confron-
tation.
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TST7256 Case No. 24NWCP00110
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 

CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, Norwalk 
Courthouse, 12720 Norwalk, Blvd., Nor-
walk, CA 90650 PETITION OF: LUIS 
ANGEL LOPEZ LIZAOLA for Change of 
Name. TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
1. Petitioner LUIS ANGEL LOPEZ LIZ-
AOLA has filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing his name as fol-
lows: Present Name:  LUIS ANGEL LO-
PEZ LIZAOLA Proposed Name:  LUIS AN-
GEL EXIGA 2. THE COURT ORDERS that 
all persons interested in this matter shall 
appear before this court at the hearing in-
dicated below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition for change of name should not 
be granted. NOTICE OF HEARING: Date: 
May 13, 2024; Time: 9:30a.m., Dept. C, 
Room 312.  The address of the court is 
the same as above. A copy of this Or-
der to Show Cause shall be published at 
least once each week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in this coun-
ty, THE SIGNAL TRIBUNE, 1860 Obispo 
Ave., Ste. F, Signal Hill, CA 90755. March 
29 & April 5, 12, 19, 2024 ___//ss//___ Ol-
ivia Rosales, Judge of the Superior Court 
Dated:  March 26, 2024

TST7269 Case No. 24LBCP00041
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 

CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, SOUTH 
DISTRICT, 275 MAGNOLIA AVE, LONG 

  

CRIMES REPORTED BY THE
SIGNAL HILL POLICE 

EYE ON CRIME

Wednesday, April 3        
7:24 a.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 1800 block Molino Ave.
5:24 p.m., Person with a knife, 2200 block E. Willow St.
5:58 p.m., Grand theft, 3000 block California Ave.
 
Thursday, April 4
4:08 a.m., Auto burglary, 2700 block Wall St.
7:42 a.m., Grand theft, 700 block E. Spring St.
9:50 a.m., Fire, 2700 block Gundry Ave.
10:20 a.m., Intoxicated person, 2300 block E. 28th St.
5:20 p.m., Felony spousal abuse, 3300 block Brayton Ave.
 
Friday, April 5
3:25 p.m., Identity theft, 2300 block Cerritos Ave.
8:09 p.m., Battery, 900 block E. 33rd St.
8:35 p.m., Auto burglary, 1800 block E. Willow St.
 
Saturday, April 6
10:24 a.m., Grand theft, 2400 block Cherry Ave.
12:40 p.m., Residential burglary, 2300 block Promontory Dr.
 
Sunday, April 7
3:17 a.m., Stolen vehicle – recovered, 2300 block California Ave.
9:00 a.m., Battery, 2300 block Lewis Ave.
8:51 p.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 1900 block St. Louis Ave.
 
Monday, April 8
7:59 a.m., Injury traffic collision, 2400 block Cherry Ave.
9:51 a.m., Auto burglary, 700 block E. Spring St.
5:29 p.m., Injury traffic collision, E. Willow St./Temple Ave.
7:08 p.m. Burglary, 2300 block Cerritos Ave.
 
Tuesday, April 9
7:59 a.m., Injury traffic collision, 2400 block Cherry Ave.
9:51 a.m., Auto burglary, 700 block E. Spring St.
5:29 p.m., Injury traffic collision, E. Willow St./Temple Ave.
6:01 p.m., Critical missing, E. PCH/Gardenia Ave.
7:08 p.m., Burglary, 2300 block Cerritos Ave.
 

BEACH, CA. 90802 PETITION OF: Adri-
ana Chaidez on behalf of Aliyah Raylene 
Calfy for Change of Name. TO ALL IN-
TERESTED PERSONS: 1. Petitioners:  
Adriana Chaidez on behalf of Aliyah 
Raylene Calfy has filed a petition with this 
court for a  decree changing her name as 
follows: Present Name:  Aliyah Raylene 
Calfy Proposed Name:  Aliyah Raylene 
Chaidez 2. THE COURT ORDERS that 
all persons interested in this matter shall 
appear before this court at the hearing in-
dicated below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition for change of name should not 
be granted. NOTICE OF HEARING: Date: 
June 7, 2024; Time: 8:30a.m., Dept.S27, 
Room S400.  The address of the court is 
the same as above.  A copy of this Or-
der to Show Cause shall be published at 
least once each week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in this coun-
ty, THE SIGNAL TRIBUNE, 1860 Obispo 
Ave., Ste. F, Signal Hill, CA 90755. April 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2024 ___//ss//___ Mark C. 
Kim, Judge of the Superior Court Dated:  
March 29, 2024

TST7266 / 2024 064048
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business 
as: 1.  SGR GROUP, 2.  BLUE DIAMOND  
EVENTS, 13746 HANWELL AVE, BELL-
FLOWER, CA. 90706. County:  LOS AN-
GELES.  Registrant: ANDRES ALBERTO 
GONZALEZ BARRERA, 13746 HANWELL 
AVE, BELLFLOWER, CA. 90706.  State 
of Incorporation/Organization: N/A. This 
business is conducted by: an Individual. 
I declare that all information in this state-
ment is true and correct. Signed: ANDRES 
ALBERTO GONZALEZ BARRERA, OWN-
ER.  The registrant has begun to use this 
fictitious business name. The registrant 
began using this fictitious business name 
in 03/2024.  This statement was filed with 
the county clerk of Los Angeles County 
on March 22, 2024. NOTICE: This ficti-
tious business name statement expires 
five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be filed 
prior to that date. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business name 
in violation of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code). Pub. The Signal Tribune: April 5, 
12, 19, 26, 2024

	

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
AND CEQA CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

       NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN on Tuesday, April 23, 2024, the City Council 
of the City of Signal Hill will conduct a public hearing at 7:00 p.m. to consider the 
following:

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 00-05

AN  AMENDMENT OF CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 00-05 WHICH              
ALLOWS OPERATION OF A SELF-STORAGE FACILITY, AMENDING            
EXISTING CONDITIONS AND ADDING NEW CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
TO LIMIT OPERATIONS ADJACENT TO ELLIS AVENUE ON PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 2901 EAST PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY WITHIN AREA 2 OF 
PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY SPECIFIC PLAN (SP-10)

Agent:  Chris Mata
Property Owners: Signal Hill Self Storage LP
Recommendation: Planning Commission recommended approval 3-0

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are hereby invited to participate in this public 
hearing to present written information, express their opinions, or otherwise present   
evidence on the above matter. 

YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE and provide comments in one of 
the following ways:

To view or listen to the meeting live at 7:00 p.m.	
•	 In-person: Council Chambers of City Hall, 2175 Cherry Avenue, Signal Hill, 	
California;
•	You   may   submit   comments   prior   to   the   meeting   date    by   email    to 
cluis@cityofsignalhill.org, or by mail to the attention of Carlos Luis, 2175 Cherry 
Avenue, Signal Hill, CA 90755. If received prior to the publication of the agenda on 
or before Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at 5:00 p.m., City staff will incorporate the 
comments into the staff report. Written comments received after April 17, 2024, 
but before   5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 23, 2024, will be provided  electronically 
to  the   City  Council  and  attached to  the  meeting minutes. Written comments  
will not be   read into the record. You are encouraged to provide  written com-
ments in advance of the publication of the agenda as well as participating during 
the meeting, to ensure that the City Council has ample time to consider your 
comments and that the applicant has the opportunity to respond to comments 
prior to finalizing the item for City Council review.

THIS PROJECT IS CATEGORICALLY EXEMPT from the requirements of the 
California Environmental Quality Act   (CEQA)  pursuant  to  Article 19, Section  15303   
Class 1 as  an Existing Facility (Class 1 Exemption), consistent with the provisions of 
CEQA Guidelines Sections 15301 and 15300.2. The proposed project consists of the 
continuation of a storage facility business in an existing commercial building and does 
not involve expansion of the existing building or require offsite utility improvements. 
The subject site is located in an urbanized area where all necessary public services 
and facilities are available, and the surrounding area is not environmentally sensitive. 

 
IF YOU WISH TO LEGALLY challenge any action taken by the City on the above 

matter, you may be limited  to  raising only those issues you or someone else raised   
at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered 
to the City prior to or at the public hearing.

THE FILE and associated documents for the proposed project may be reviewed 
publicly on the City’s website at www.cityofsignalhill.org. If you have difficulty in ac-
cessing the documents, please contact Carlos Luis, Planning Manager, at (562) 989-
7360 or via email at cluis@cityofsignalhill.org.		

Published in the Signal Tribune newspaper:	                                                  April 12, 2024
Posted in accordance with SHMC Section 1.08.010 on or before:	             April 12, 2024
Mailed to affected property owners within a 300’ radius on:	             April 12, 2024

TST7277

CITY OF SIGNAL HILL

	

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

       NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Tuesday, April 23, 2024, the City Council of 
the City of Signal Hill will conduct a public hearing at 7:00 p.m. to consider adopting 
a resolution amending the City’s Uniform Schedule of Service Fees and Charges. 
The meeting will be held in the Council Chamber at Signal Hill City Hall, 2175 Cherry 
Avenue, Signal Hill.

       ALL INTERESTED PERSONS  are  hereby invited to  attend  the  public hearing 
to present written information, express their opinions, or otherwise present evidence 
on the above matter.

• You  may  submit  comments   prior  to   the  meeting   date   by   email   to 
cityclerk@cityofsignalhill.org, or by mail to the attention of City Clerk, 2175 
Cherry Avenue, Signal Hill, CA 90755. If received prior to the publication of the 
agenda (on or before April 17, 2024), staff will incorporate the comments into 
the staff report. If received after the publication date and before 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 23, 2024, the written comments will be attached to the original 
meeting minutes, and available in the City Clerk’s office.

IF YOU WISH TO LEGALLY challenge any action taken by the City on the 
above matter, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence 
delivered to the City prior to or at the public hearing.

FURTHER INFORMATION regarding the amendment(s) to the Uniform 
Schedule of Service Fees and Charges will be available online as well as available 
for examination and comment in the Office of the City Clerk. Additionally, these 
materials may be obtained from the City Clerk’s office by calling  the  City  Clerk  at   
562-989-7305 or by emailing cityclerk@cityofisignalhill.org.

__________/ss/___________________
Daritza Gonzalez
City Clerk

Published in the Signal Tribune newspaper:	      April 12, and April 19, 2024​
Posted in accordance with S.H.M.C. Section 1.08.010 on or before:     April 12, 2024

TST7259

CITY OF SIGNAL HILL

TST7278/Order No: 17605
Auto Lien Sale

On 04/28/2024 at 644 E MANCHES-
TER AVE LOS ANGELES, CA a Lien 

Sale will be held on a 2017 FORD 
VIN: 3FA6P0LU9HR296531 

STATE: CA LIC: 9HSZ626 at 10 AM

TST7279/Order No: 16219
Auto Lien Sale

On 4/30/2024 at 9635 LAUREL ST LOS 
ANGELES, CA a Lien Sale will be held 

on a 2021 JEEP 
VIN: 1C4RJEAG5MC813156 

STATE: CA LIC: 8YBW083 at 10 AM

TST7267 / 2024 064044
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business 
as: 1.  KARTUNES, 2.  KARTUNES WIN-
DOW TINT, 7321 S ALARM ST, LOS AN-
GELES, CA. 90001. County:  LOS ANGE-
LES.  Registrant: GABRIELA MENDOZA, 
13558 DITTMAR DR, WHITTIER, CA. 
90605.  State of Incorporation/Organiza-
tion: N/A. This business is conducted by: 
an Individual. I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and correct. 
Signed: GABRIELA MENDOZA, OWNER.  
The registrant has begun to use this fic-
titious business name. The registrant be-
gan using this fictitious business name in 
10/2012.  This statement was filed with 
the county clerk of Los Angeles County 
on March 22, 2024. NOTICE: This ficti-
tious business name statement expires 
five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be filed 
prior to that date.  The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business name 
in violation of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code). Pub. The SignalTribune: April 5, 12, 
19, 26, 2024

TST7268 / 2024 064046
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business 
as: ABN PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, 
2512 MUSCATEL AVE, ROSEMEAD, CA. 
91770. County:  LOS ANGELES.  Regis-
trant: SONIA RIVERA, 2512 MUSCATEL 
AVE, ROSEMEAD, CA. 91770.  State of 
Incorporation/Organization: N/A. This 
business is conducted by: an Individual. 
I declare that all information in this state-
ment is true and correct. Signed: SONIA 
RIVERA, OWNER.  The registrant has be-
gun to use this fictitious business name. 
The registrant began using this fictitious 
business name in 01/2024.  This state-
ment was filed with the county clerk of 
Los Angeles County on March 22, 2024. 
NOTICE: This fictitious business name 
statement expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county clerk. 
A new fictitious business name statement 
must be filed prior to that date.  The filing 
of this statement does not of itself autho-
rize the use in this state of a fictitious busi-
ness name in violation of the rights of an-
other under federal, state, or common law 
(see section 14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code). Pub. The Signal Tri-
bune: April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024

TST7275 Case No. 24LBCP00097
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 

CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, GOVER-
NOR GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN COURT-
HOUSE, 275 MAGNOLIA AVE, LONG 
BEACH, CA. 90802 PETITION OF: Martina 
Tweneboah Kodua for Change of Name. 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 1. Pe-
titioners:  Martina Tweneboah Kodua, has 
filed a petition with this court for a decree 
changing her name as follows: Present 
Name:  Martina Tweneboah Kodua Pro-
posed Name: Martina Abdul Haadi 2. 
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter shall appear be-
fore this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should not be 
granted. NOTICE OF HEARING: Date: 
May 10, 2024; Time: 8:30a.m., Dept.S27, 
Room 5400. The address of the court is 
the same as above. A copy of this Or-
der to Show Cause shall be published at 
least once each week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in this coun-
ty, THE SIGNAL TRIBUNE, 1860 Obispo 
Ave., Ste. F, Signal Hill, CA 90755.  April 
12, 19, 26 & May 3, 2024 ___//ss//___ 
Mark C. Kim, Judge of the Superior Court 
Dated:  March 28, 2024

TST7276 Case No. 24LBCP00102
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 

CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, GOVER-
NOR GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN COURT-
HOUSE, 275 MAGNOLIA AVE, LONG 
BEACH, CA. 90802 PETITION OF: Euge-
nie Sydney Sherman for Change of Name.
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 1. Pe-
titioners:  Eugenie Sydney Sherman, has 
filed a petition with this court for a decree 
changing her name as follows: Present 
Name:    Eugenie Sydney Sherman      Pro-
posed Name:    Eugenie Sydney Valencia 
2. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter shall appear be-
fore this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should not be 
granted. NOTICE OF HEARING: Date: 
May 14, 2024; Time: 8:30a.m., Dept.S26, 
Room 5500.  The address of the court is 
the same as above. A copy of this Or-

der to Show Cause shall be published at 
least once each week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in this coun-

ty, THE SIGNAL TRIBUNE, 1860 Obispo 
Ave., Ste. F, Signal Hill, CA 90755.  April 
12, 19, 26 & May 3, 2024 ___//ss//___ 
Mark C. Kim, Judge of the Superior Court 
Dated:  April 2, 2024
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V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A driver crosses over the finish line while on their second lap of a Historic For-
mula Atlantic Challenge practice race at the Grand Prix of Long Beach on Sept. 
24, 2021. Road closures for the 2024 Acura Grand Prix will begin with closure of 
the side streets off Shoreline Drive and Seaside Way leading into the racecourse.

GRAND PRIX CLOSURES
continued from page 3

•	Access to the south side of the 
track will be provided at the inter-
section of Ocean Boulevard and 
Alamitos Avenue and will only be 
available to Grand Prix passholders 
and those with boat owner permits.

•	Interior streets of The Pike, 
north of Shoreline Drive, will close.

•	7 p.m. –
•	Pine Avenue will open for traffic 

to access the Hyatt, Shoreline Vil-
lage and Shoreline Marina tenants.

•	Valet parking will be available 
for guests dining at waterfront 
restaurants. Parking will also be 
available at Shoreline Village. All 
vehicles entering at Pine Avenue 
will exit to the east through the Ma-
rina Green parking lot and should 
follow the directional signage.

•	Once Pine Avenue is open, the 
Ocean Boulevard and Alamitos Av-
enue entry access route to Shore-
line Village and marina tenants will 
close.

Saturday, April 20:
6 a.m. –
•	Access to the Hyatt, Shoreline 

Village and the Shoreline Marina 
from Ocean Boulevard and Pine 
Avenue will close.

•	Southbound Pine Avenue will 
close to all traffic.

•	Access to the south side of the 
track will be provided at the inter-
section of Ocean Boulevard and 
Alamitos Avenue and will only be 
available to Grand Prix passholders 
and those with boat owner permits.

•	Interior streets of The Pike, 
north of Shoreline Drive, will close.  

7 p.m. –
•	Pine Avenue will open for traffic 

to access the Hyatt, Shoreline Vil-
lage and Shoreline Marina tenants.

•	Valet parking will be available 

for guests dining at waterfront 
restaurants. Parking will also be 
available at Shoreline Village. All 
vehicles entering at Pine Avenue 
will exit to the east through the Ma-
rina Green parking lot and should 
follow the directional signage.

•	Once Pine Avenue is open, the 
Ocean Boulevard and Alamitos Av-
enue entry access route to Shore-
line Village and marina tenants will 
close.

Sunday, April 21:
6 a.m. –
•	Access to the Hyatt, Shoreline 

Village and the Shoreline Marina 
from Ocean Boulevard and Pine 
Avenue will close.

•	Southbound Pine Avenue will 
close to all traffic.

•	Access to the south side of the 
track will be provided at the inter-
section of Ocean Boulevard and 
Alamitos Avenue and will only be 
available to Grand Prix passholders 
and those with boat owner permits.

•	Interior streets of The Pike, 
north of Shoreline Drive, will close.

7 p.m. –
•	Pine Avenue will open for traffic 

to access the Hyatt, Shoreline Vil-
lage and Shoreline Marina tenants.

•	The Ocean Boulevard and 
Alamitos Avenue entry access route 
will close.

•	Valet parking will be available 
for guests dining at waterfront 
restaurants. Parking will also be 
available at Shoreline Village. All 
vehicles entering at Pine Avenue 
will exit to the east through the Ma-
rina Green parking lot and should 
follow the directional signage.

•	Once Pine Avenue is open, the 
Ocean Boulevard and Alamitos Av-
enue entry access route to Shore-
line Village and marina tenants will 
close.

SCAN THE QR CODE WITH 
YOUR PHONE TO READ THE 

FULL STORY ON SIGTRIB.COM

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A track marshall holds out the red 
“Stop!” flag for drivers due to a stalled 
racecar on the track at the Grand Prix 
of Long Beach on Sept. 24, 2021. 

JUSTICE FUND
continued from page 7

Census, 24.6% of Long Beach resi-
dents identified as immigrants. 

Hernandez still possesses the 
same passion for the Justice Fund 
as she did in 2018, but that was not 
the only reason she attended the 
Long Beach City Council meeting. 
There is no guarantee from year-
to-year that the City will renew the 
program, as the Justice Fund is al-
most entirely made up of one-time 
funds.

“We applaud the City Council 
for moving forward in allocating 
the $1 million that has allowed for 
that expansion that’s really going to 
support other services that are not 
available in Long Beach for immi-
grant communities,” Hernandez 
said. “We’re really excited about 
that, but we want to make sure that 
it’s not a one-time thing, that it 
continues to come.”

On top of that, Hernandez says 
the money allocated isn’t near-
ly enough to support the roughly 
30,000 undocumented immigrants 
that live in Long Beach. She re-
ferred to Long Beach as a “legal 
desert” since it’s the second largest 
city in the United States without 
deportation legal services that un-
documented residents can access 
for free. 

Even through the Justice Fund, 
residents have to be referred to Los 

Angeles and Orange County, which 
have the legal support required. 
The money allocated for the Justice 
Fund has historically gone to Long 
Beach organizations that supply 
holistic and Community Connec-
tion Services for residents and their 
families, then refer them outside of 
Long Beach for legal services. 

The 2024 funds that Long Beach 
approved for the Justice Fund are 
from the following sources: 

•	$269,888 in structural funds 
from the Office of Equity

•	$500,000 in one-time funds 
•	$700,000 in Long Beach Re-

covery Act funds, which expires at 
the end of 2024

The structural funds in the bud-
get go solely towards removal de-
fense services, which is the last step 
someone faces before they are de-
ported. 

Hernandez hopes that structural 
funding will be allocated to the Jus-
tice Fund in the future.

“Everyone’s very supportive of 
the fund, so it would be very hard 
for me to believe that the council 
and the mayor don’t see the im-
portance of this and don’t lean into 
structural funding,” she said. “I 
think they understand that it’s go-
ing to take a lot of collaboration to 
get there, but there is no other way. 
We need these funds.” 

CRIME

Man working as gardener arrested 
for sexual battery; police seeking 
additional victims

Courtesy of LBPD
Meliton Santoyo Jaramillo, a 38-year-old resident of Norwalk was arrested for 
three sexual battery cases in Long Beach. Police are asking other potential vic-
tims to step forward.

City News Service
Southern California Local News

A suspect has been arrested in 
three sexual batteries against wom-
en in Long Beach, and authorities 
Wednesday appealed for other pos-
sible victims to contact police.

“Through their investigation, 
Sex Crimes detectives identified 
the suspect as Meliton Santoyo Ja-
ramillo, a 38-year-old resident of 
Norwalk …” police said in a state-
ment. “Detectives believe that sus-
pect Jaramillo was working as a 
gardener for the victims in each of 
the incidents.”

Jaramillo was arrested Monday 
in La Mirada and booked on suspi-
cion of three counts of sexual bat-
tery, police said.

Authorities believe he is respon-
sible for the following incidents:

•	In August 2023 at Bellflower 
Boulevard and Wardlow Road, a 
sexual battery against an elderly fe-
male victim.

•	In August 2023 at Bellflower 
Boulevard and Wardlow Road, a 
sexual battery against a second el-

derly female victim.
•	On Feb. 22, 2024, at Bellflow-

er Boulevard and Wardlow Road, 
a sexual battery against a female 
adult victim.

The case was presented to the 
Long Beach City Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, which issued an arrest war-
rant, police said.

Detectives believe there may be 
additional unreported crimes, and 
they urged other possible victims to 
contact the LBPD Sex Crimes De-
tail at 562-570-7368. Tipsters may 
also call Crime Stoppers at 800-
222-TIPS, or use the website www.
lacrimestoppers.org.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR NEWS 
STRAIGHT TO YOUR PHONE! @SIGNALTRIBUNE
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