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Dr. Sarah Mohtadi poses with some
vials before waving in the next vehicle
at the Long Beach Convention Center
vaccination supersite on Jan. 21, 2021.
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ong Beach’s Department

I of Health and Human Ser-

vices will host Superhe-

roes Shield Up for School on Aug.

11 at the Main Health Facility (2525
Grand Ave.) from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

The superhero-themed event
will help families prepare for the
new school year with school-re-
quired vaccinations, connections
to community resources and fami-
ly-friendly activities.

Children and teens ages 18 and
younger who are uninsured, en-
rolled in Medi-Cal or identify as
American Indian or Alaska Native
are eligible to receive school-re-
quired vaccinations at the event.

The event will offer all vaccines
required for school enrollment,
including Tdap boosters for stu-
dents entering seventh grade, free
of charge.

California law requires students
entering transitional kindergarten,
kindergarten and seventh grade
to meet specific immunization
requirements before attending
school.

The Health Department’s Senso-
ry Area For Everyone (S.A.F.E.) ve-
hicle will be available on-site, pro-
viding a quiet, inclusive vaccination
space for kids with sensory needs.

“Childhood vaccinations play a
critical role in keeping our com-
munity healthy,” Mayor Rex Rich-
ardson said in a public statement.
“This free event helps students
prepare for a return to school while
providing families with valuable
health resources.”

see VACCINATION FAIR page 4

[ News
LB reviews 2025
budget report
as growing
deficit looms

Samantha Diaz

Managing Editor

s Long Beach stares down an ever-increasing budget
deficit heading into next year, city officials are seeking
revenue streams and ways to cut back without termi-
nating programs residents rely on.
The Financial Management Department presented
the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report for fiscal year 2024-25
on July 21, laying out the City’s assets, expenses and more. Repre-
sentatives from Public Works, Fire and Police departments presented
key performance statistics to Long Beach City Council as their depart-
ments’ budgets were briefly reviewed. However, no changes or sug-
gestions to their budgets were made during the meeting.

Assets

Long Beach’s largest chunk of money consists of capital assets, cur-
rently priced at $6.6 billion. This category accounts for investments
in equipment and vehicles, buildings and land owned by the City and
infrastructure. This does not, however, represent available financial
resources, meaning they cannot be used to fund any services or pro-
grams.

The City’s next biggest budget line is $2.2 billion in cash assets. The
City’s ratio of cash assets to priorities is at 193%, a 41% decrease from

see 2025 BUDGET REPORT page 4

Justin Enriquez | Signal Tribune
According to the Citys 2024-25 fiscal year budget report, Long Beach currently
owes $2.4 billion in bonds, including $533 million to the Port of Long Beach.

Students deserve the full picture. They also deserve

the full support system.

This opinion-editorial was written by Kennedy Dixon, a veteran school counselor
in the Long Beach Unified School District (LBUSD), as well as a former assistant
principal and student support services administrator.

Unified.

do. Systems do.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Students walk across the playground after re-
cess at Theodore Roosevelt Elementary School
for the first day of school on Aug. 31, 2021.

ebrates the importance of giving students meaningful pathways to college, careers and life.
Expanded Career Technical Education (CTE) pathways, dual enrollment opportunities, in-
ternships and partnerships with Long Beach City College have created valuable opportunities for
many students, and those accomplishments deserve recognition.
As I read her commentary, however, I found myself asking a different question: Who ensures
every student can actually access those opportunities?
That question has guided much of my work throughout more than three decades in Long Beach

Former Long Beach Unified Superintendent Dr. Jill Baker’s recent commentary rightly cel-

Throughout my career, I have learned that programs alone do not change lives. Relationships

Students do not automatically discover the pathway that best fits their interests and abilities. They
do not instinctively know how to navigate graduation requirements, financial aid, college admissions,
apprenticeships, military service or career opportunities. Many also carry burdens that make plan-
ning for the future difficult — family instability, anxiety, trauma, poverty, homelessness or simply the

see KENNEDY DIXON OP-ED page 2
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KENNEDY DIXON OP-ED

continued from page 1

belief that college or a meaningful
career is for someone else.
Someone has to help them see
what is possible.
For countless students,
someone is a school counselor.

that

“The challenge is
that the current
structure of Long
Beach Unified’s
school counseling
program often
does not provide
counselors with the
time, organizational
support or
comprehensive
framework needed
to consistently build
the kinds of sustained,
relationship-based
connections that
change lives.”

Long before students apply to
college or begin internships, school
counselors help students improve
attendance, overcome person-
al challenges, develop academic
plans, explore careers, build resil-
ience and connect today’s class-
room to tomorrow’s opportunities.

Comprehensive school counsel-
ing is not another initiative com-
peting for limited resources. It is

the infrastructure that connects
students to every other initiative.

For years, Long Beach Unified
has rightly embraced the ideals of
equity and excellence.

But building pathways without
ensuring students have sufficient
guidance to access and successfully
navigate those pathways is not tru-
ly equity, nor is it excellence.

Equity is not simply creating op-
portunities.

It is ensuring every student has
meaningful access to those oppor-
tunities.

Excellence is measured not only
by the number of programs a dis-
trict offers, but by whether every
student has the guidance, support
and relationships needed to benefit
from them.

Ironically, many of the outcomes
highlighted in Dr. Baker’s com-
mentary — student voice, individu-
alized pathways, college and career
readiness, informed decision-mak-
ing and equitable access to oppor-
tunity — are precisely the outcomes
comprehensive school counseling
programs are designed to achieve.

The challenge has always been
the lack of a comprehensive system
that ensures every student can ben-
efit from that vision.

As I wrote in my previous Sig-
nal Tribune op-ed, comprehensive
school counseling was never real-
ly about counselors. It has always
been about creating the conditions
teachers need to teach, students
need to learn and school counselors
need to provide the support that
helps make both possible.

That same conviction guided
the 2022 report I authored on be-
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District 2 representative Erik Miller listens to a speaker during the Nov. 18, 2021
Long Beach Unifed School District Board of Education meeting.

half of the Teachers Association
of Long Beach School Counselors
Organizing Committee, “Reimagin-
ing School Counseling in the Long
Beach Unified School District.”
The report outlined a roadmap for
building a comprehensive TK—12
school counseling program aligned
with California’s Comprehensive
School Counseling Standards.

Since then, I have shared those
recommendations with district
leadership and the Board of Edu-
cation because I continue to believe
every child deserves equitable ac-
cess to the guidance, relationships
and support that make opportunity
possible.

One conversation has stayed
with me for years.

A few years ago, Board Mem-
ber Erik Miller spoke to a group of
school counselors and parents who

YOUTH

were advocating for the adoption of
California’s Comprehensive School
Counseling Standards in Long
Beach Unified.

During his remarks, Mr. Miller
shared a story he has told publicly
on several occasions. Raised by a
single mother in Long Beach, he re-
called that during middle school he
had begun running with the wrong
crowd.

Then a school counselor stepped
in.

He called Erik into his office.

He built a relationship with him.

He listened.

He encouraged him.

He challenged him.

Most importantly, he connected
him with programs and opportu-
nities that changed the direction of
his life.

Mr. Miller has publicly credited

that counselor with helping save
him during one of the most vulner-
able periods of his life.

After he finished speaking, I told
Mr. Miller that if a young man with
the same circumstances entered to-
day’s Long Beach Unified, I worried
he might never receive the same
level of timely, relationship-based
support that changed the course of
his own life.

Why?

Not because today’s school coun-
selors are any less dedicated or
committed. Quite the opposite.

The challenge is that the current
structure of Long Beach Unified’s
school counseling program often
does not provide counselors with
the time, organizational support or
comprehensive framework needed
to consistently build the kinds of
sustained, relationship-based con-
nections that change lives.

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO READ THE FULL
OP-ED ON SIGTRIB.COM

Eager to lead? Applications for Youth
Advisory Council open through Aug. 7

Staff Report

Signal Tribune

As Long Beach’s Youth Adviso-
ry Council prepares to welcome
its fifth annual cohort, local youth
ages 16 to 26 are invited to simulta-
neously lead and contribute to the
city’s future.

In this role, councilmembers will
have the opportunity to work on
City policies, programs and fund-
ing related to the city’s youth, such
as the Youth and Emerging Adults
Strategic Plan, the annual Youth
Summit and Measure US Youth
Fund investments.

The Youth Advisory Council falls
under the Long Beach Department
of Health and Human Services’ Of-
fice of Youth Development.

“Investing in young people
means investing in the future of
Long Beach,” said Mayor Rex Rich-
ardson in a public statement. “Our
Youth Advisory Council continues
to demonstrate that young people
bring valuable ideas, fresh perspec-
tives and real leadership to City
decision making. Their voices help
shape policies and programs that
strengthen our community.”

Eligibility requirements for the
Youth Advisory Council include the
following:

«Be between 16 and 26 years old
by Sept. 1

«Live in Long Beach

«Be available to attend two-hour
meetings twice each month at loca-
tions across the city

«Have a passion for issues affect-
ing youth in Long Beach

The Youth Advisory Council con-
sists of nine members representing

each of the Long Beach City Council
districts and two at-large members
pursuing health equity in neighbor-
hoods disproportionately impacted
by violence, poverty and adverse
health outcomes. According to the
City, the members ensure diverse
youth perspectives are reflected in
City initiatives.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
An attendee of the People’s Budget
Long Beach uses chalk to write “In-
vest in Youth” during the rally at Long
Beach City Hall on Aug. 2, 2022.

Additional benefits for members
include a $50 stipend per meeting,
up to $1,100 for the full term, as
well as professional coaching and
leadership development opportu-
nities courtesy of City Staff.

Applications can be accessed
through the online application por-
tal. Youth who don’t have computer
or smartphone access may submit
an application at the Ronald R.
Arias Health Equity Center (6335
Myrtle Ave.), at any of the dozen
Long Beach Public Library branch-
es or at one of the six Parks, Rec-
reation and Marine Teen Centers
during regular business hours.

Those who have been selected
will be notified around four weeks
after the application deadline.

“Serving on the Youth Advisory

Council changed the way I think
about leadership and civic engage-
ment,” said Nyechelle Shaw, cur-
rent Youth Advisory Councilmem-
ber, in a public statement. “We
weren’t just asked for our opinions,
we were trusted to help shape real
projects that affect young people
across Long Beach. It showed me
that youth voices aren’t just valued:
they’re essential.”

This past year, Youth Advisory
Council members have partici-
pated in the City’s Mental Health
is Just Health campaign and the
Youth Voices series with the Long
Beach Community Action Partner-
ship and the Public Access Digital
Network. They’'ve also guided the
Youth Power Participatory Budget-
ing process for Measure US Youth
Fund investments and organized
the three-day youth empowerment
event Youth Connect 2026.

The Youth Advisory Council was
founded in 2022 as a result of that
year’s Youth Design Sessions and is
aligned with Long Beach’s Youth &
Emerging Adults Strategic Plan.

To learn more about the Youth
Advisory Council, scan the QR
code below:
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A WEEKLY LIST OF THINGS TO DO
IN LONG BEACH AND SIGNAL HILL

s the calendar

flips from July to

August, the sum-

mertime heat is

as present as ever.
But, so are the multitude of com-
munity events happening through-
out Long Beach.

Residents can converse with
creative people at Long Beach
Forward’s Arts & Activism Mix-
er Friday evening, as well as the
“IMMM PUES!” and Arte Sana art
shows, both happening Saturday
afternoon. The following day, those
who want to test out their own ar-
tistic skills can pick up a pencil
for Downtown Draws at the Long
Beach Museum of Art.

Across the city’s parks there’s
plenty of free concerts, perfor-
mances and film screenings, in-
cluding Saturday’s Uptown Jazz
Festival at Houghton Park. Ad-
ditional free events include Long
Beach Shakespeare Company’s
“The Complete Works of William
Shakespeare (Abridged)” at Bixby
Park and the final show of the sea-
son for the Long Beach Municipal
Band at El Dorado Park West, both
on Friday.

SlFRIDAY

ARTS & ACTIVISM MIXER

6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Long Beach For-
ward invites all to converse with
local artists, creatives and com-
munity organizers working toward
a better world at the Youth Move-
ment & Education Center (2217 E.
Sixth St.). Food and refreshments
will be provided, and there will be
live poetry readings as well as a
mural unveiling. Free.

‘THE COMPLETE
WORKS OF WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARE
(ABRIDGED)’

6:30 p.m. Long Beach Shake-

speare Company will present a
theatrical mash-up of nearly all of
the Bard’s plays via an outdoor per-
formance at Bixby Park (130 Cher-
ry Ave.). Attendees are welcome to
bring blankets, lawn chairs and pic-
nic refreshments. This production
is recommended for audiences ages
10 and over. Free.

LONG BEACH
MUNICIPAL BAND

6:30 p.m. The city’s oldest com-
munity band will conclude its 117th
season with a night of pop and
rock throwbacks from the ‘60s and
“70s at El Dorado Park West (2800
Studebaker Road). “Legends of Vi-
nyl: The Bands That Defined An
Era” will feature legendary hits
by The Beatles, Stevie Wonder,
Led Zeppelin and more. Blankets,
chairs, snacks and picnic-style din-
ners are all encouraged. Free.

OlSATURDAY

UPTOWN JAZZ FESTIVAL

2 p.m. to 7 p.m. Enjoy a fami-
ly-friendly afternoon filled with
jazz at Houghton Park (6301 Myr-
tle Ave.). The 15th annual edition
of the festival will feature a head-
lining set by Morris Day & The
Time, plus performances by Rush
Hour Orquestra, Biscuits & Gravy
Live and La Verdad. Attendees can
also check out community resource
booths, a Kids Zone and food ven-
dors. Free.

ARTE SANA

4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Semillitas Learn-
ing Community will celebrate art,
music, memory and community
at SteelCraft (3768 Long Beach
Blvd.). There will be art exhibits
created by Semillitas’ youth artists,
an artist meet and greet, face paint-
ing, live DJs, plus a cumbia dance
lesson and performance. This event
is pet-friendly. Free.

MMM PUES!" ART SHOW

4 p.m. to 9 p.m. Explore local
vendors, live music, an interactive
community art piece and a gallery
packed with new works by local
artists during this show, curated by
@itsamorcito, at 5321 Long Beach
Blvd. Rivera’s Tacos will be on hand
serving tacos, quesadillas and mu-
litas. There is no cover charge, but
you must RSVP on Partiful. Free.

OZSUNDAY

DOWNTOWN DRAWS

11 am. to 1 p.m. Drop by the
Long Beach Museum of Art’s
downtown location (356 E. Third
St.) for an impromptu drawing ses-
sion inspired by the art on display.
Creative prompts will be provided,
and participants are encouraged to
bring their gallery-safe materials,
such as paper, pencils and colored
pencils, or can borrow supplies
from the front desk. Free.

PICNIC ON THE BLUEF

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Shop featured
food and drink specials at five
participating local locations, then
jaunt over to Bluff Park (Ocean
Boulevard and Loma Avenue) for
Long Beach Food Club’s communi-
ty hangout. Attendees are invited to
eat, listen to music and get to know
their neighbors. The featured spe-
cials include deals on sandwiches,
wraps, iced coffee, handmade gela-
to and more. Free.

03MONDAY

GoAT

6 p.m. Movies in the Park contin-
ues into August with the animated
children’s film “Goat,” a comedy
about a small goat’s unlikely path
to sports superstardom, at Stearns

1
e
-~

Samuel Chacko | Signal Tribune

Long Beach Food Club invites community members to shop local eateries and
stop by Bluff Park for a free picnic this Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Park (4520 E. 23rd St.). Families
are welcome to bring lawn chairs
and picnic-style dinners and en-
joy movie-themed crafts, a bounce
house and nightly raffle drawings
(one ticket per family). Recreation
activities begin at 6 p.m., with the
movie starting at dusk. Free.

MOVIES ON THE MARY

6:30 p.m. Take in a night of cin-
ematic nostalgia aboard the Queen
Mary (1126 Queens Hwy) during
this screening of the Disney Chan-
nel original movie “High School
Musical 2.” Tickets are $16 on the
ship’s website.

0 4TUESDAY

SUMMER AT THE SHELL

6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Groove to ‘80s
covers from local band Knyght
Rider during this community con-
cert at the Recreation Park Band-
shell (701-939 Federation Drive).
The venue will host concerts every
Tuesday evening through Aug. 25
as part of the Summer at the Shell
series. Free.

MOONLIGHT MOVIES
ON THE BEACH

8 p.m. Softball and sisterhood
are the themes of “A League of
Their Own,” this week’s film se-
lection at Granada Beach (5000 E.
Ocean Blvd). The screening will be-
gin at sunset (between 8 p.m. and
8:30 p.m.). Free.

0 SWEDNE SDAY

LONG BEACH
COMMUNITY TABLE

5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Those in need
of groceries, clothes, books and
hygiene products can stop by this
weekly distribution event at 151
W. Victoria St. To donate to Long

Signal Tribune

Beach Community Table, visit

https://bit.ly/give-lbct. Free.

FY2027 COMMUNITY
BUDGET MEETING

6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Learn more
about Long Beach’s fiscal year 2027
budget and directly participate
in the process through this virtu-
al webinar over Zoom. Additional
community meetings will be held
in-person on Aug. 6, 8, 10 and 13.
Register here. Free.

06THURSDAY

INSTRUMENT
PETTING 200

3 p.m. to 4 p.m. Explore how
professional Long Beach Sympho-
ny musicians make music and then
try your hand at playing different
instruments at the Billy Jean King
Library (200 W. Broadway) courte-
sy of the Long Beach Symphony Or-
chestra. No registration is required,
but space is limited. Free.

BEACHSIDE BEATS VIBES

6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Get ready to
groove seaside all summer long
at 2nd & PCH (6400 Pacific Coast
Hwy) with Beachside Beats Vibes.
Bring your lounge chairs and bask
in the fun. Browndition will per-
form family-friendly 2000s pop &
R&B. RSVP here. Free.

IS THAT IT?
NOPE!

VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW.SIGTRIB.COM
FOR MORE EVENTS.
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VACCINATION FAIR

continued from page 1

The event will also feature free
food, back-to-school giveaways,
games, superhero-themed activi-
ties and opportunity prize drawings
for children who receive a vaccine.
Families are encouraged to attend
dressed as their favorite superhe-

roes.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Long Beach resident Jeff Bartholemy
gets a bandage applied after receiving
his Moderna COVID-19 booster shot
at the Houghton Park mobile vaccine
clinic on Nov. 22, 2021.

“Just as superheroes help keep
their communities safe, vaccina-
tions are one of the most effective

2025 BUDGET REPORT

continued from page 1

2023-24. If that ratio falls below
100%, City staff said this would in-
dicate the City doesn’t have enough
cash to pay for its short-term ob-
ligations. Short-term obligations
include the current programs and
services that the City provides,
from libraries and parks to sched-
uled events.

This decrease is mostly due to a
deficit in the City’s general fund,
which is why Long Beach had to
draw into its reserves this year, a
representative from the Financial
Management Department said.

Money Owed

Long Beach currently owes $1.6
billion in bonds, or long-term debt
obligations. This number has de-
creased from $1.7 billion in 2022-
23. However, its total debt owed
sits at $2.4 billion.

The Financial Management De-
partment has broken down the
City’s long-term debt obligations
into four categories:

» Bonds Payable: $1.58 billion

« Notes, Loans and Lines of Cred-
it: $498.58 million

«Civic Center Long-Term ODbli-
gation: $268.46 million

« Finance Purchase Obligations:
$87.87 million

The bonds payable portion of
the City’s debt consists of dozens
of individual obligations, Director
of Long Beach Financial Manage-
ment Department Kevin Riper told
the Signal Tribune. The largest of
those obligations are to the Port of
Long Beach ($533 million) and the
City’s Gas Utility Fund ($472 mil-
lion).

In addition, the City also owes
$1.3 billion to CalPERS, an employ-
ee retirement fund service, split be-
tween the public safety fund with
CalPERS and miscellaneous (all
other City employees). Long Beach
will pay $160 million over the next
year to begin paying off this debt,

ways to protect children from seri-
ous diseases,” Acting Health Offi-
cer Dr. Cliff Okada said in a public
statement. “Vaccines help students
stay healthy, reduce missed school
days and safeguard those who can-
not be vaccinated. Every shot is a
small act of heroism that brings us
one step closer to building a health-
ier, stronger Long Beach.”

Last year, the Health Depart-
ment administered nearly 200
doses of required vaccines at back-
to-school clinics, helping families
meet California’s immunization re-
quirements before the school year
began.

Vaccine appointments are rec-
ommended and can be scheduled
through MyTurn in English and
Spanish. Walk-ins will also be ac-
commodated. Families are encour-
aged to bring their child’s immuni-
zation record.

For more information about the
Superheroes Shield Up for School
event and other immunization re-
sources, visit longbeach.gov/im-
munizations. Future community
vaccination clinic dates will also
be posted on this site.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune

A health care worker pulls a dose of the JYNNEOS combined smallpox and mpox vaccine into a syringe at the vaccine clinic
located at Long Beach City College on Sept. 13, 2022.

-
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A cardboard lectern is erected in front of Long Beach City Hall before the Peo-
ple’s Budget Long Beach rally starts on Aug. 2, 2022

according to Riper. The City es-
timates this will be paid off in the
next 15 years.

This debt with CalPERS began in
1950, when the City first enrolled
its employees under CalPERS, Rip-
er told the Signal Tribune. Long
Beach is contractually obligated to
pay back the full cost of its employ-
ees’ public retirement and pension
benefits. Over the last few decades,
both the cost of these services and
the pension liability have increased,
the latter more quickly.

“The cost of doing business and
providing services has grown sig-
nificantly and dramatically. I think
it’s important for folks to under-
stand that,” Mayor Rex Richardson
said at the end of the presentation.
“And we're seeing the long-term
effects of Proposition 13 in Cal-
ifornia, where other states have
the ability to—their property taxes
grow and ours do not—not at the
same rate on residential business-
es and properties where the ma-
jority of our revenue comes from
property taxes.”

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248-0000 sroker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

Revenue & Expenses

The largest revenue sources
for the City are taxes (43.7%) and
grants (24.3%), which account
for 68% of Long Beach’s revenue,
followed by charges for services
(17.7%).

The largest expense for the City
is its public safety fund at 42%,
which includes the police and fire
departments, followed by the com-
munity and cultural programs at

21.4%. The next largest expenses
are public works (17%) and public
health (11%).

General Fund

The City’s general fund is made
up mostly of taxes, which ac-
count for 67.7% of the general
fund, followed by charges for ser-
vices (7.7%), licenses and permits
(6.9%), “other financing sources”
(3.7%), franchise fees (3.5%) and
fines and forfeitures (2.4%). The
total general fund for fiscal year
2024-25 was $722 million.

A city’s general fund is the money
that can be used for basic services
for residents, such as street repairs
and keeping libraries open.

Long Beach spent an excess of
$34 million out of its general fund
in fiscal year 2024-25, going from
spending $759 million in 2023-24
to spending $793 million last fiscal
year.

Given last year’s general fund
revenue and spending, Long Beach
is faced with a deficit of about $70
million going into next year. To
cover last year’s $60 million defi-
cit, the City used $31 million from
planned 2024 reserves to cover the
deficit, and covered the rest with
remaining Long Beach Recovery
Act funds ($15.9 million), CARES

Act funding ($5.4 million) and op-
erating reserves ($7.8 million).

The City also has $50 million in
its reserves, enough money to sup-
port its current programming for
one and a half months.

“I'm concerned that we’re not in-
vesting enough to maintain the ser-
vices our community relies on ev-
ery single day. We can launch new
projects [and] programs, but they
aren’t going to matter if we don’t
keep people safe, collect their trash
and maintain basic infrastructure
such as our streets, sidewalks, me-
dians and trees,” Third District
Councilmember Kristina Duggan
said.

Fifth District Councilmember
Megan Kerr brought up how cer-
tain companies are facing staffing
shortages due to their immigrant
employees being unable to work,
and how this might affect the City’s
projects and associated costs.

“It’s important I think as we en-
ter budget season to acknowledge
that there are really big forces hap-
pening that impact us in significant
ways that might have nothing to do
with the work that we’re doing here
in Long Beach or the way that we're
trying to do the work,” Kerr said.
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Lunch Specials
Starting at:

10 am - 2 pm

1 Days a Week
*DINE-IN ONLY

ANY ORDER OF $25 OR MORE ANY ORDER OF $50 OR MORE

Not valid with any other offers or discounts.
Expires 07/31/26 | CODE: SHP2601

Not valid with any other offers or discounts,
Expires 07/31/26 | CODE: SHP2601

- —— J — J

3225 E. Pacific Coast Hwy, Signal Hill, CA 90755
562-498-8788 | BigEPizza.com
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EYE ON CRIME

CRIMES REPORTED BY THE

SIGNAL HILL POLICE

Wednesday, July 22

9:45 a.m., Identity theft, 2600 block E. 20th St.

1:00 p.m., Indecent exposure, 900 block E. Spring St.

1:39 p.m., Fire, 1700 block E. Willow St.

6:29 p.m., Injury traffic collision, Cerritos Ave./E. 33rd St.

Thursday, July 23

3:54 p.m., Identity theft, 2100 block E. 21st St.
5:25 p.m., Injury traffic collision, E. Willow St. east of Temple Ave.

Friday, July 24

3:57 p.m., Stolen vehicle — recovered, Cerritos Ave. south of E. 23rd

St. (suspect arrested)

6:51 p.m., Grand theft — motor vehicle, 900 block E. 33rd St.

Saturday, July 25

1:12 a.m., DUI, 2800 block Walnut Ave. (suspect arrested)
2:39 a.m., Felony spousal abuse, 2500 block E. 19th St.
3:58 a.m., Inflict bodily injury on spouse, 2200 block Rose Ave.

(suspect arrested)

12:29 p.m., Auto burglary, 1900 block Molino Ave.
8:57 p.m., Assault with a deadly weapon, E. Willow St./Gundry Ave.

Sunday, July 26

12:24 a.m., Injury traffic collision, E. PCH/Redondo Ave.
4:20 a.m., Auto disturbance, Orange Ave./E. Spring St. (citation

issued)

8:06 p.m., Suspicious person, 2200 block Temple Ave. (suspect

arrested)

11:20 p.m., Traffic hazard, Orange Ave./E. Willow St. (suspect arrest-

ed)
Monday, July 27

8:25 a.m., Suspicious transients; outstanding warrants, 2000 block

Cherry Ave. (suspect arrested)

10:40 a.m., Grand theft — motor vehicle, 3100 block Orange Ave.
12:30 p.m., Battery, 1600 block E. Spring St.

3:00 p.m., Grand theft, 1900 block Dawson Ave.

6:37 p.m., Identity theft, 2100 block Ohio Ave.

8:28 p.m., Injury traffic collision, Temple Ave./E. Willow St.

Tuesday, July 28

6:50 a.m., Injury traffic collision, E. PCH/Obispo Ave.

8:20 a.m., Grand theft, 1800 block Obispo Ave.

8:25 a.m., Grand theft — motor vehicle, 3100 block Orange Ave.
1:15 p.m., Burglary, 2200 block Rose Ave.

4:34 p.m., Indecent exposure, 3000 block California Ave.

TST8220/Order No: 5789
Auto Lien Sale

On 08/17/2026 at 1551 S PRIMROSE
AVE MONROVIA, CA a Lien Sale
will be held on a 2022 TESLA
VIN: 5Y)3E1EA4NF326754
STATE: CA LIC: 9UDD851 at 9AM

TST8216/Order No: 4851
Auto Lien Sale

On 08/13/2026 at 7401 1/2 S MAIN ST
LOS ANGELES, CA a Lien Sale
will be held on a 2015 PETER
VIN: 1XPBDP9X9FD296206
STATE: LIC: at 9AM

TST8181 /2026 137054
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as:
KUCZYNSKI HOLDINGS, 4000 E. 2ND STREET,
LONG BEACH, CA. 90803. County: LOS ANGE-
LES. Registrant: ELANA K ARNOLD TRUSTEE,
P.O. BOX 15678, LONG BEACH, CA. 90815.
State oflncorporation/Organization: N/A. This
business is conducted by: a Trust. | declare
that all information in this statement is true and
correct. Signed: ELANA K ARNOLD,TRUSTEE.
The registrant has begun to use this fictitious
business name. The registrant began using
this fictitious business name in 06/2026. This
statement was filed with the county clerk of Los
Angeles County on Jun 23, 2026. NOTICE: This
fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in the office of
the county clerk. A new fictitious business name
statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself autho-
rize the use in this state of a fictitious business
name in violation of the rights of another un-
der federal, state, or common law (see section
14411 et seq., Business and Professions Code).
Pub. The Signal Tribune: June 26 & July 3, 10,

17,2026

TST8190 /2026 114239
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: LIVE
LONG LONG BEACH, 1000 E. WARDLOW AVE
SUITE B, LONG BEACH, CA. 90807. County:
LOS ANGELES. Registrant: MAINEIACS LLC,
3023 MAINE AVENUE, LONG BEACH, CA.
90806. State of Incorporation/Organization: CA.
This business is conducted by: a Limited Liabil-
ity Company. | declare that all information in this
statement is true and correct. Signed: JUSTIN
SIMON, MANAGING MEMBER. The registrant
has not begun to use this fictitious business
name. The registrant began using this fictitious
business name in N/A. This statement was filed
with the county clerk of Los Angeles County
on 5/26/2026. NOTICE: This fictitious business

name statement expires five years from the date
it was filed in the office of the county clerk. A
new fictitious business name statement must
be filed prior to that date. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the use in this
state of a fictitious business name in violation
of the rights of another under federal, state, or
common law (see section 14411 et seq., Busi-
ness and Professions Code). Pub. The Signal
Tribune: July 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

TST8189 Case No. 26LBCP00233
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY
OF LOS ANGELES, GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN
COURTHOUSE, 275 MAGNOLIA AVE., LONG
BEACH, CA. 90802 PETITION OF: Nortavia
Tatiana Oliver for Change of Name. TO ALL
INTERESTED PERSONS: 1. Petitioners: Norta-
via Tatiana Oliver has filed a petition with this
court for a decree changing names as follows:
Present Name: Nortavia Tatiana Oliver Pro-
posed Name: Nortavia Tatiana Green 2. THE
COURT ORDERS that all persons interested
in this matter shall appear before this court at
the hearing indicated below to show cause, if
any, why the petition for change of name should
not be granted. NOTICE OF HEARING: Date:
August 21, 2026; Time: 8:30 a.m., Dept. S-27,
Room:. The address of the court is the same
as above. A copy of this Order to Show Cause
shall be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set for
hearing on the petition in the following newspa-
per of general circulation, printed in this coun-
ty, THE SIGNAL TRIBUNE, 1860 Obispo Ave.,
Ste. F, Signal Hill, CA 90755. July 10, 17, 24,
31, 2026___//ss//__Gry Tokumori, Judge of the
Superior Court Dated: July 6, 2026

TST8199 /2026 140986
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: TCG
SHERPA, 2501 E. 28TH STREET SUITE 106,

SIGNAL HTLL, CA. 90755. County: LOS AN-
GELES. Registrant: LINK LABS, LLC, 2501 E.
28TH STREET SUITE 106, SIGNAL HILL, CA.
90755. State of Incorporation/Organization:
CA. This business is conducted by: a Limited
Liability Company. | declare that all information
in this statement is true and correct. Signed:
JORGE GUERRERO, MANAGER. The registrant
has begun to use this fictitious business name.
The registrant began using this fictitious busi-
ness name in 03/2026. This statement was filed
with the county clerk of Los Angeles County
on 6/29/2026. NOTICE: This fictitious business
name statement expires five years from the date
it was filed in the office of the county clerk. A
new fictitious business name statement must
be filed prior to that date. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the use in this
state of a fictitious business name in violation
of the rights of another under federal, state, or
common law (see section 14411 et seq., Busi-
ness and Professions Code). Pub. The Signal
Tribune: July 17, 24, 31, August 7, 2026

TST8200 Case No. 26LBCP00155

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY
OF LOS ANGELES, GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN
COURTHOUSE, 275 MAGNOLIA AVE., LONG
BEACH, CA. 90802 PETITION OF Maria Eliz-
abeth Carbajal Perez for Change of Name. TO
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 1. Petitioners:
Elizabeth Carbajal Perez has filed a petition
with this court for a decree changing names
as follows: Present Name: Elizabeth Carbajal
Perez Proposed Name: Maria Elizabeth Car-
bajal Perez 2. THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter shall appear
before this court at the hearing indicated be-
low to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted.NOTICE
OF HEARING: Date: August 7, 2026; Time: 8:30
a.m., Dept. S27, Room: 5400. The address of
the court is the same as above. A copy of this
Order to Show Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four successive weeks pri-
or to the date set for hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper of general circulation,
printed in this county, THE SIGNAL TRIBUNE,
1860 Obispo Ave., Ste. F, Signal Hill, CA 90755.
July 10,17, 24, 31, 2026___//ss//___Lawrence
H. Cho, Judge of the Superior Court Dated:
February 25, 2026

TST8208 / 2026 154336
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as:
1 MILE AWAY, 14515 PIONEER BLVD, NOR-
WALK, CA. 90650. County: LOS ANGELES.
Registrant: HAMNA LLC, 14515 PIONEER
BLVD, NORWALK, CA. 90650. State of In-
corporation/Organization:CALIFORNIA. This
business is conducted by: a Limited Liability
Company. | declare that all information in this
statement is true and correct. Signed: ANDREA
J MARINCHIC, PRESIDENT. The registrant has
not begun to use this fictitious business name.
The registrant began using this fictitious busi-
ness name in N/A. This statement was filed
with the county clerk of Los Angeles County on
Jul10, 2026. NOTICE: This fictitious business
name statement expires five years from the
date it was filed in the office of the county clerk.
A new fictitious business name statement must
be filed prior to that date. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the use in this
state of a fictitious business name in violation
of the rights of another under federal, state, or
common law (see section 14411 et seq., Busi-
ness and Professions Code). Pub. The Signal

Tribune: July 17, 24, 31 & August 7, 2026

TST8209 /2026 154339
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: MVP
POOL SERVICE & REPAIR, 3656 GARMET
STREET 229, TORRANCE, CA, 90503. County:
LOS ANGELES. Registrant: JOSE G CONTRE-
RAS FERNANDES, 3656 GARMET STREET
229, TORRANCE, CA. 90503. State of Incor-
poration/Organization: N/A. This business is-
conducted by: an Individual. | declare that all
information in this statement is true and correct.
Signed: JOSE G CONTRERAS FERNANDES,
OWNER. The registrant has begun to use this
fictitious business name. The registrant began
using this fictitious business name in 07/2026.
This statement was filed with the county clerk
of Los Angeles County on Jul 15, 2026. NO-
TICE: This fictitious business name statement
expires five years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new fictitious
business name statement must be filed prior to
that date. The filing of this statement does not
ofitself authorize the use in this state of a fic-
titious business name in violation of the rights
of another under federal, state, or common law
(see section 14411 et seq., Business and Pro-
fessions Code). Pub. The Signal Tribune: July

17, 24, 31 & August 7, 2026

TST8210 Case No. 26LBCP00140
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUN-
TY OF LOS ANGELES, 275 MAGNOLIA, LONG
BEACH, CA. 90802 PETITION OF: Melissa Tav-
ares for Change of Name. TO ALL INTEREST-
ED PERSONS: 1. Petitioners: Melissa Tavares
has filed a petition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows: Present Name: Cai-
ro Joseph Jackson Proposed Name: Cairo Jo-
seph Tavares-Jackson 2. THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons interested in this matter shall
appear before this court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted. NOTICE
OF HEARING: Date: August 25, 2026; Time:
8:30 a.m., Dept. S28, Room: 5300. The address
of the court is the same as above. A copy of
this Order to Show Cause shall be published
at least once each week for four successive
weeks prior to the date set for hearing on the
petition in the following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county, THE SIGNAL
TRIBUNE, 1860 Obispo Ave., Ste. F, Signal Hill,
CA90755. July 24, 31 & August 7, 14,2026___//
ss//___Sabina A. Helton, Judge of the Superior
Court Dated: July 13, 2026

TST8214 /2026 149295
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as:
ROBERT ENTERPRISES, 335 EALBERTONI ST
SUITE 200-41, CARSON, CA. 90746. County:
LOS ANGELES. Registrant: LANCE ROBERT,
335 E ALBERTONI ST SUITE 200-41, CARSON,
CA90746. State of Incorporation/Organization:
N/A. This business is conducted by: an Individu-
al. | declare that all information in this statement
is true and correct. Signed: LANCE ROBERT,
OWNER. The registrant has begun to use this
fictitious business name. The registrant began
using this fictitious business name in 07/2026.
This statement was filed with the county clerk
of Los Angeles County on 7/9/2026. NO-
TICE: This fictitious business name statement
expires five years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new fictitious
business name statement must be filed prior to
that date. The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this state of a fic-
titious business name in violation of the rights
of another under federal, state, or common law
(see section 14411 et seq., Business and Pro-
fessions Code). Pub. The Signal Tribune: July

24, 31 & August 7, 14, 2026

TST8184 Case No. 26CMCP00125
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUN-
TY OF LOS ANGELES, COMPTON COURT-
HOUSE, 200 W. COMPTON BLVD., COMPTON,
CA. 90720 PETITION OF: Chidinma Judith Sut-
ton for Change of Name.TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS: 1. Petitioners: Chidinma Judith Sut-
ton has filed a petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows: Present Name:
Sutton, Chidinma Judith Proposed Name: Osita
Ogbonnaya, Chidinma Judith 2. THE COURT
ORDERS that all persons interested in this mat-
ter shall appear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause, if any, why
the petition for change of nhame should not be
granted. NOTICE OF HEARING: Date: Septem-
ber 3, 2026; Time: 8:30 a.m., Dept. E, Room
1004:. The address of the court is the same
as above. A copy of this Order to Show Cause
shall be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set for
hearing on the petition in the following newspa-
per of general circulation, printed in this coun-
ty, THE SIGNAL TRIBUNE, 1860 Obispo Ave.,
Ste. F, Signal Hill, CA 90755. July 3,10, 17, 24,
2026.___//ss//___Michael B. Wilson, Judge of
the Superior Court Dated: June 24, 2026

TST8215 Case No. 26LBCP00251

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUN-
TY OF LOS ANGELES, GOVERNOR GEORGE
DEUKMEJIAN COURTHOUSE, 275 MAGNOLIA
AVE., LONG BEACH, CA. 90802 PETITION OF:
Yolando ROJAS for Change of Name. TO ALL
INTERESTED PERSONS: 1. Petitioners: Yolan-
da ROJAS has filed a petition with this court for
a decree changing names as follows: Present
Name: Yolanda ROJAS Proposed Name: Yolan-
da AYALA CORTEZ 2. THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons interested in this matter shall
appear before this court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted. NOTICE
OF HEARING: Date: September 1, 2026; Time:
8:30 a.m., Dept. S25, Room: 5600. The address
of the court is the same as above. A copy of
this Order to Show Cause shall be published at
least once each week for four successive weeks
prior to the date set for hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper of general circulation,
printed in this county, THE SIGNAL TRIBUNE,
1860 Obispo Ave., Ste. F, Signal Hill, CA 90755.
July 31 & August 7, 14, 21, 2026___//ss//___Ni-
cole M. Hesseman, Judge of the Superior Court
Dated: July 8, 2026

TST8218 /2026 148833
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: 1.
ANGEL PLUMBING HEATING AND AIR, 2.
ANGEL ELECTRIC, 812 W CHANNEL ST, SAN
PEDRO, CA. 90731. County: LOS ANGELES.
Registrant: JOSE ANGEL MAYORGA, 812 W
CHANNEL ST, SANPEDRO, CA. 90731. State
of Incorporation/Organization: N/A. This busi-
ness is conducted by: (get from form). | declare
that all information in this statement is true
andcorrect. Signed: JOSE ANGEL MAYORGA,
OWNER. The registrant has not begun to use
this fictitious business name. The registrant be-
gan using this fictitious business name in (N/A.
This statement was filed with the county clerk of
Los Angeles County on 7/8/2026. NOTICE: This
fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in the office of
the county clerk. A new fictitious business name
statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself autho-
rize the use in this state of a fictitious business
name in violation of the rights of another un-
der federal, state, or common law (see section
14411 et seq., Business andProfessions Code).
Pub. The Signal Tribune: July 31 & August 7, 14,

21,2026

TST8222 /2026 158494
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: RE-
LOVED & RETOLD, 65 PINE AVENUE SUITE
154, LONG BEACH, CA. 90802. County: LOS
ANGELES. Registrant: YANSY ROLEN, 65 PINE
AVENUE SUITE 154, LONG BEACH, CA. 90802.
State of Incorporation/Organization: N/A. This
business is conducted by: an Individual. | de-
clare that all information in this statement is true
and correct. Signed: YANSY ROLEN, OWNER.
The registrant has not begun to use this ficti-
tious business name. The registrant began
using this fictitious business name in N/A. This
statement was filed with the county clerk of Los
Angeles County on 7/22/2026. NOTICE: This
fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in the office of
the county clerk. A new fictitious business name
statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself autho-
rize the use in this state of a fictitious business
name in violation of the rights of another un-
der federal, state, or common law (see section
14411 et seq., Business and Professions Code).
Pub. The Signal Tribune: July 31 & August 7, 14,

21,2026

TST8219 Case No. 26CMCP00142

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY
OF LOS ANGELES, SOUTH CENTRAL DIS-
TRICT, 200 W. COMPTON BLVD., COMPTON,
CA. 90220 PETITION OF: Ezekiel Michael Ro-
cha for Change of Name.TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS: 1. Petitioners: Ezekiel Michael Ro-
cha has filed a petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows: Present Name:
Ezekiel Michael Rocha Proposed Name: Ezekiel
Vega 2. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter shall appear before
this court at the hearing indicated below to
show cause, if any, why the petition for change
of name should not be granted. NOTICE OF
HEARING: Date: October 6, 2026; Time: 8:30
a.m., Dept. A, Room: 904. The address of the
court is the same as above. A copy of this Order
to Show Cause shall be published at least once
each week for four successive weeks prior to
the date set for hearing on the petition in the fol-
lowing newspaper of general circulation, print-
ed in this county, THE SIGNAL TRIBUNE, 1860
Obispo Ave., Ste. F, Signal Hill, CA 90755. July
31 & August 7, 14, 21, 2026___//ss//___Eliza-
beth L. Bradley, Judge of the Superior Court
Dated: July 27, 2026

CITY OF SIGNAL HILL

is as follows:

Ordinance No. 2026-07-1558:

ACCORDANCE WITH STATE LAW

Ordinance No. 2026-07-1559:

ROBERT D. COPELAND

NOES: NONE

ABSTAIN: NONE

City’s website: www.cityofsignalhill.org.

/ss/
Daritza Perez
City Clerk

TST8221
NOTICE OF ORDINANCE ADOPTION

Ordinance No. 2026-07-1558 and Ordinance No. 2026-07-1559 were introduced by

the Signal Hill City Council at their meeting of Tuesday, July 14, 2026, and adopted
by the City Council at their meeting of July 28, 2026. A summary of each ordinance

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SIGNAL HILL,
CALIFORNIA, ADJUSTING COMPENSATION FOR CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS IN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SIGNAL HILL,
CALIFORNIA, ADJUSTING COMPENSATION FOR CITY CLERK AND CITY
TREASURER IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE LAW

The ordinances were adopted by the following vote:

AYES: MAYOR TINA L. HANSEN, VICE MAYOR CHARLIE HONEYCUTT, KEIR JONES,

ABSENT: COUNCIL MEMBER LORI Y. WOODS

A copy of the full text of the ordinance is available in the City Clerk’s Office and on the

Published in the Signal Tribune newspaper:
Posted in accordance with S.H.M.C. Section 1.08.010 on or before:

July 31, 2026
July 31, 2026
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PUBLIC SAFETY

"

Get a free gun safe
RO UL d Saturday fuses jazz, funk,
across Long Beach

Staff Report
Signal Tribune

In an effort to prevent gun-relat-
ed injuries, the Long Beach Health
Department will be giving away
free firearm safes at three locations
on Aug. 4.

Safes will be given away on a
first-come, first-served basis and
there is no registration required to
receive a safe. This giveaway, re-
turning for its second year, is also
meant to protect children, prevent
firearm theft and reduce unautho-
rized access to guns.

Residents may pick up one free
firearm safe per household, weigh-
ing approximately 10 pounds and
capable of storing up to two hand-
guns, along with educational mate-
rials on responsible firearm storage
and safety.

“We saw tremendous community
interest in this program last year,
which demonstrated how import-
ant safe firearm storage resources
are for Long Beach families,” said
Mayor Rex Richardson in a public
statement. “Safe firearm storage is
one of the most effective ways to
help reduce unintentional shoot-
ings, youth access to firearms and
firearm theft. The City continues to
invest in evidenced-based violence
prevention and public safety strate-
gies that help protect residents and
strengthen community.”

The City will distribute approxi-
mately 67 safes at each of the three
participating Health Department
locations. Residents are encour-
aged to arrive when distribution
sites open, as supplies are limit-
ed and expected to be distributed
quickly.

During the one-day event last
year, all available safes were
claimed within 15 minutes.

The distribution will begin at
8:30 a.m. at the following loca-
tions:

Courtesy of Pexels.com
During the Long Beach Health Department’s Aug. 4 event, 67 firearm safes will
be distributed for free at three local participating locations.

« Main Health (2525 Grand Ave.)

« Miller Family Health Educa-
tion Center (3820 Cherry Ave.)

« Ron Arias Health Equity Center
(6335 Myrtle Ave.)

Residents must not bring their
firearms to distribution locations.
Weapons of any kind, including
firearms, are prohibited at City fa-
cilities.

“Firearm injuries are prevent-
able, and safe storage is a proven
strategy to reduce risk,” said Dr.
Cliff Okada, Acting City Health
Officer, in a public statement. “By
securely storing firearms, residents
can help prevent accidental shoot-
ings, unauthorized access, theft
and suicide-related harm, contrib-
uting to a safer community for all.”

Funding for the program comes
from the City Council-approved
Fiscal Year 2026 Racial Equity and
Reconciliation Budget, which in-
cludes $40,000 in one-time fund-
ing to support the City’s Racial Eq-
uity and Reconciliation initiative.

According to national public
health data, firearms are the leading
cause of death among children and
adolescents in the United States. To
help prevent firearm-related inju-
ries and deaths, the Health Depart-
ment encourages parents and care-
givers to follow the Everytown for
Gun Safety Be SMART framework
for responsible firearm storage and
safety.

« Secure all guns in your home
and vehicles

« Model responsible behavior
around guns

« Ask about unsecured guns in
other homes

« Recognize the role of guns in
suicide

« Tell your peers to Be SMART

For more information about safe
firearm storage and the Be SMART
program, visit the Be SMART for
Kids website.

Dine in or Take Out!

©

CALHEIGHTS

CKB

CAFE

We serve breakfast and lunch daily

LONG BEACH

Open from7a.m. to 2 p.m.

Mimosa Sale!

Tues & Wed in August - $6 Mimosas
Choice of: Oj, Guava, Grapefruit or Cranberry

3405 Orange Ave, Long Beach

562.490.2473 « Visit blackbirdlb.com to see our menu

Uptown Jazz Fest this

soul and Latin music

Staff Report
Signal Tribune

The beloved Long Beach Uptown
Jazz Festival, returns for its 15th
year this Saturday, Aug. 1, bringing
longtime music enthusiasts and ca-
sual music listeners alike.

Long Beach will host the com-
munity festival at Houghton Park
(6301 Myrtle Ave.) from 2 to 7 p.m.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
The festivities at Houghton Park will
include three live bands, plus headlin-
er Morris Day & The Time.

Attendees of the family-friendly
event can look forward to vibrant
food and beverage offerings avail-
able for purchase, a dedicated Kids
Zone for family fun and a variety of
vendor and community resource
booths.

“For 15 years, the Uptown Jazz
Festival has showcased the very
best of Long Beach, bringing to-
gether neighbors, families and visi-
tors through the universal language
of music,” Mayor Rex Richardson
said in a public statement. “As we
celebrate this milestone year, we're
excited to welcome an outstanding
lineup of artists for an afternoon
that reflects the culture, creativity
and community spirit that make
our city so special.”

The event will be hosted by DJ
Mr. Quick (DaShaun E. Quick), a
Southern California DJ best known
for reading the crowd and keeping
the energy high by blending classic
R&B, funk, soul and hip-hop.

The 15th annual Long Beach
Uptown Jazz Festival will feature
headliner Morris Day & The
Time, a Minneapolis-based funk-

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Alanna Vicente plays the trombone with her band, Pearls and Cocktails, before
the grand opening of the Shoreline Gateway in Long Beach on March 30, 2022.

rock band formed by Prince in
1981, with his high school friend
Day being the frontman.

The Time was originally created
as Prince’s alter ego, envisioned as
a cool, streetwise funk band that
contrasted with his more soulful
R&B sound.

Morris Day & The Time have re-
leased four albums, including “The
Time,” “What Time Is It?,” “Ice
Cream Castle” and “Pandemoni-
um,” as well as the project “Con-
densate” under the name The Orig-
inal 7ven.

Day’s solo work and albums with
The Time have exceeded 10 million
units sold.

The rest of the lineup consists of
the following:

*Rush Hour Orquesta: A
high-energy Los Angeles salsa band
founded by childhood friends Raul
Membreno and Jonathan Patter-
son. The band blends classic salsa
with a modern edge, bringing ex-
plosive percussion, vibrant brass
and infectious grooves to every per-
formance.

eBiscuits & Gravy Live: A
Southern California R&B, soul
and Motown band spanning more
than three decades, built on friends
that hail from Long Beach, Comp-
ton, Watts and Carson. Known for
smooth vocals, tight musicianship
and crowd-pleasing performances,
the band has become a favorite at
festivals, celebrations and special
events throughout the region.

eLa Verdad: The salsa, funk
and jazz group has electrified audi-
ences for more than a decade. Led
by Gabrielito Gonzalez, a former
member of the acclaimed band
Quetzal, the group blends classic
Latin grooves with contemporary
urban rhythms, powerful horn
lines and infectious melodies. The
group’s dynamic performances and
storytelling center on community,
heritage and identity.

More details about this year’s
Uptown Jazz Festival are available
at longbeach.gov/uptownjazzfest.

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

LIVED

Teddora Sundell 92
Luseane Filimoeulie 99
Patricia Lowry 81
Matthew Zwirn 72
Ernestine Whitfield 88
Betty Wells 95
Linda McCullough 84
William Burkowski 38
Susanne Baumann 79
John Marangos 69
Mary Duru 69
Maria Bryan 98
Daniel Wilkinson 68
Anthony Wiezorek 80
Roggie Fleming 74
Barbara Van Loenen 43
Nu Ly 86
Olga Velazquez Millan 84

The families were assisted
by McKenzie Mortuary. For more
details on service dates and
times, contact (562) 961-9301

Pet of the week:
Fuchsia

Fuchsia’s name isn't the easiest to
remember how to spell for a few of
us, but she’s very easy to love for
a lot of people. Volunteer Debbie
describes her as loving, calm and
stunning — she said that Fuchsia
loves her tummy rubbies, knows
commands, and is easy to walk.
She doesn’t pull much on the leash,
Debbie said, and when she took
her on a Fido Field Trip, she was
nonreactive not only to other dogs
but also to the mail carrier and the
Amazon delivery person! It's so
odd that Fuchsia hasn't found her
forever person after over a year
at the shelter! Fuchsia is one of
Long Beach Animal Care Services'
Long-Stay Legends — animals,
usually big dogs, who have been
at the shelter for more than a year.
The volunteers give her all the love
that there's time for, but Fuchsia’s
alone at night, which is tragic for an
animal who thrives on connection.
She'll be great in a home with no
small animals and that can provide
constant training and adventures.
Shelter staff said that with the right
guidance, Fuchsia will blossom
— pun intended, of course. Long
Beach Animal Care Services is over
capacity with dogs, so speed the
process to adopt or foster Fuchsia
or any of our other pets by email-
ing PetAdopt@longbeach.gov or
petfoster@longbeach.gov. You can
also call (562) 570-4925. Our shel-
ter hours are Wednesday through
Friday from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
and Saturday and Sunday from 10
a.m.to 4 p.m.at 7700 E. Spring St.
at the entrance to El Dorado Park
(no parking fee for shelter visitors).
Ask for ID#A736006.
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13 FOR S$13 - LUNCH SPECIALS 11 AM -3 PM *

BLT
Sourdough, applewood smoked bacon, lettuce, tomato, and mayo served w/your choice of soup,
salad, or fries

TURKEY OR HAM SANDWICH
Sourdough, lettuce, tomato, and mayo served w/ your choice of soup, salad, or fries

TUNA
Toasted rye, cheddar, and tomato served w/ your choice of soup, salad, or fries

4 CHEESE GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH
Texas toast served w/ your choice of soup, salad, or fries

CHICKEN SALAD SANDWICH
Sourdough, spicy mayo, bacon served w/ your choice of soup, salad, or fries

CLASSIC CAESAR SALAD
Romaine lettuce tossed w/ Caesar dressing

PENNE PESTO
penne pasta served w/ creamy pesto sauce served w/ garlic bread

SPAGHETTI MARINARA
house-made marinara on a bed of spaghetti pasta served w/ garlic bread

TACOS
2 tacos w/ your choice of chicken or steak served w/ chips + salsa

FISH SANDWICH
fried cod, lettuce, tomato, and tartar on a brioche bun w/ your choice of soup, salad, or fries

GYRO WRAP
spinach tortilla, gyro, tomato, onion, feta cheese and tzatziki served w/ your choice of soup, salad,
or fries

BUFFALO CHICKEN WRAP
spinach tortilla, chicken tenders tossed in buffalo sauce, lettuce, tomato, onion, and cheese served
w/ your choice of soup, salad, or fries

GOUDA MAC + CHEESE
Villa Frizzoni elbow macaroni smother in our creamy four cheese sauce made up of a blend of
Cheddar, Monterey Jack, Parmesan, and Smoked Gouda topped with Bacon

*Notify your server of all known allergies or dietary restrictions.
Consuming raw or undercooked meats (such as rare/medium rare),
poultry, seafood, shellfish, or eggs may increase your risk of food-
borne illness, especially if you have certain medical conditions




