
Serving Bixby Knolls, California Heights, Los Cerritos, Wrigley and Signal HillVOL.VOL.  XLVIIIXLVIII  NO. 35  NO. 35 Friday, August 28, 2026

THESE APPS COST OUR CUSTOMERS AND OUR 
RESTAURANT EXTREMELY HIGH SERVICE FEES.

ORDER DIRECTLY FROM OUR WEBSITE AT 
BIGEPIZZA.COM. Join our Loyalty Program on our 
website and receive $10 off your next order as well 
as other rewards!

SCAN HERE
TO ORDER

ONLINE

       

 FAST DELIVERY 
       

562-498-8788
3225 E. PCH, Suite C, Signal Hill, CA 90755

          

  TIRED OF PAYING THIRD PARTY DELIVERY FEES?

see page 3see page 3

FOLLOW US 
ON FACEBOOK, 
THREADS AND 

INSTAGRAM
@signaltribune 

2027 BUDGET

AROUND AROUND 
TOWNTOWN
Events in Long Beach Events in Long Beach 
& Signal Hill& Signal Hill

2027 BUDGET TRAFFIC SAFETY

Community rallies 
behind LB libraries as 
they face budget cuts

Samantha Diaz
Managing Editor

Infant story times. Job application assistance. Teen mental health resources. Refuge from the heat. 
An escape from street violence. Internet and tech access. English learning groups. 

Residents brought up these resources and many more at Long Beach’s budget hearing Tuesday, as 
the Library, Arts and Culture Department laid out the impacts of its $1.47 million budget reductions. 

Over 40 people spoke during public comment, urging the City to find a way to reduce the impacts 
of these budget cuts. Like every other department, the Library, Arts and Culture team has to reduce its 2027 
budget as the City grapples with a $58 million deficit. 

What this means for a city with over 70,000 active library card holders: five libraries (Bay Shore, Harte, 
Burnett, Michelle Obama and El Dorado) will likely be closed on Mondays. Monday operating hours at these 
five branches were a fairly new addition, relying on various pots of funding since 2023. This would also re-
sult in 10 library workers losing their jobs, in positions focusing not only on literature, but also youth mental 
health and creative workshops. 

“This week, our libraries are being asked to stay open until 9 p.m. to serve as cooling centers because of 
the extreme heat, and we want to do that,” local librarian Elizabeth Sispiglio said. “But the city is recognizing 
that libraries are essential spaces for residents to go when they need safety, air conditioning and support. At 
the same time, we’re being told that library staff will be laid off and library hours will be reduced by cutting 
an entire day of service.”

Since the City announced sweeping cuts ahead of this year’s budget process on July 30, an online petition 
to keep libraries operating at their current capacity has garnered over 6,300 signatures and nearly $10,000 
in donations. 

Jasmine Flores, the public health associate whose job is at risk if the proposed budget plan gets approved, 
said she’s the department’s only mental health educator whose primary focus is working with teens. She also 
conducts outreach with schools across the Long Beach Unified School District.  

“Every day I work with young people in our libraries who are navigating stress, anxiety, isolation, academ-
ic pressure, family challenges and many other realities that come with being a teenager,” Flores said. 

Art, Library, and Culture Director Cathy De Leon said these cuts were the “least impactful” option they 
could come up with, since they wanted to salvage their book budget. This portion of their budget allowed 

Samuel Chacko | Signal Tribune
The Michelle Obama Neighborhood Library has a reading circle for kids of all ages 
to sit and read books.

Samuel Chacko | Signal Tribune
Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) books such as “The Tiger Prince” are 
on a stand inside Michelle Obama Neighborhood Library for residents view on July 
11, 2026.

Long Beach PCH speed 
camera bill heads to 

Governor for final approval

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
California State Senator Lena Gonza-
lez speaks to attendees at Signal Hill 
Park on Oct. 18, 2022.

Staff Report
Signal Tribune

A    bill calling for the approv-
al of two speed cameras    	
  on Pacific Coast Highway 

(PCH) advanced through the Cali-
fornia Legislature Tuesday. 

Senate Bill (SB) 1279, written by 
State Senator Lena Gonzalez, now 
heads to Governor Gavin Newsom, 
who has until Sept. 30 to sign the 
legislation.

Gonzalez represents Califor-
nia’s 33rd Senate District, which 
includes Long Beach, Signal Hill, 

see PCH SPEED CAMERAS page 2

Parks Dept. warns of less programming, 
fewer jobs for youth due to budget cuts
Samantha Diaz
Managing Editor

Residents may see less park programming, including cultur-
al events and after-school spaces, as soon as October, as the 
Long Beach Parks, Recreation, and Marine (PRM) Depart-

ment attempts to reduce its 2027 budget by $2.8 million. 
The PRM Department is responsible for maintaining 81 play-

grounds, 12 dog parks, 10 skate parks, seven community centers, six 
teen centers, six senior centers and five golf courses, as well as the 
city’s 28,000 trees and 2,800 recreation classes. Long Beach Animal 
Care Services also falls under this department. 

Director Stephen P. Scott shared his plan for reducing the depart-
ment’s budget at Tuesday’s hearing, which was by far the most attend-
ed by residents over the last few weeks. Between the Library, Arts, and 
Culture and PRM Department budgets, residents showed great con-
cern at the free, essential services they stand to lose.

Scott said he tried to make the cuts with “an eye towards equity,” 

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Lincoln Park is one of several Long 
Beach Parks, Recreation and  Marine 
facilities facing 2027 budget cuts.see LB PARKS BUDGET page 7

see LB LIBRARY BUDGET page 7
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LIVES  
LIVED

Nicholas Thompson  31
Norma Ballinger  89

George Koury  78
Eileen Gregg  98
Erika Purvis  86

Larry Lansford  87
Charles Henry  87

Rosa Valenzuela  65
Thomas Hecker  71

Linda Rand  82
Mary Negron  59

Freddie Wallace, Jr.  76
Eddie Bernardin  89

Michael Davis  60
Natasha Lauti  44

Maria de Ulloa  79
Donald Heinlein  76
Leandro De Vera  68

The families were assisted 
by McKenzie Mortuary. For more 

details on service dates and 
times, contact (562) 961-9301

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
Multiple vehicles can be seen parked in the turning lanes on Pine Avenue from a 
car mirror on Dec. 12, 2023.

PCH SPEED CAMERAS
continued from page 1

SCAN TO READ THE FULL 
STORY ON SIGTRIB.COM

Lakewood, Catalina Island and sec-
tions of Southeast Los Angeles. 

“Everyone should be able to trav-
el along PCH safely, whether they 
are driving to work, walking to 
school, biking to the park, or simply 
crossing the street in their neigh-
borhood,” said Senator Gonzalez in 
a public statement. “By adding this 
corridor to California’s speed safety 
camera pilot program, SB 1279 will 
give Long Beach another proven 
tool to reduce dangerous speeding, 
make our streets safer, and save 
lives.”

In an effort to improve traffic 
safety and diminish speed-related 
fatalities, Long Beach is one of six 
cities in California’s five-year speed 
safety camera pilot program, au-
thorized in 2023 by Assembly Bill 
645. San Francisco, the first city to 
launch the program, announced a 
72% reduction in speeding vehicles 
six months after it began.  

Long Beach will have 18 auto-
mated cameras watching drivers 
citywide through its Speed Safety 
System. The City is currently in the 
education and outreach phase of 
the Speed Safety System with warn-
ings due to begin in the fall and ci-
tations set to run from this winter 
until the winter of 2031. 

Devices will be placed at three 
types of locations:

•	 Streets designated as corridors 
with high traffic injury rates

•	 Streets with a documented his-
tory of street racing or speed exhi-
bitions, with at least four incidents 
in the past two years

•	 School zones with restricted 
enforcement hours tied to school 
schedules. 

Though the locations include 
major streets such as Long Beach 
Boulevard, Willow Street and East 
Ocean Boulevard, there are cur-
rently no devices slated for PCH. 

Last year, Long Beach had 53 
fatal traffic collisions, its highest 
total in over a decade. Despite only 

spanning eight miles of the city’s 
217 miles of high-capacity road-
way, PCH accounts for 39 of Long 
Beach’s 192 crash fatalities since 
2020.

“At least 3 speed-related traffic 
fatalities have occurred in the first 
8 months of this year on the small 
stretch of PCH that goes through 
Long Beach,” said Damian Kevitt, 
Executive Director of the Los Ange-
les-based nonprofit Streets Are For 
Everyone (SAFE), in a public state-
ment. “We applaud Senator Gonza-
lez for her work to get SB 1279 to 
the Governor’s desk. It’s imperative 
that these speed safety systems be 
implemented as soon as possible to 
help prevent further loss of life.”

There has been pushback against 
surveillance technology, includ-
ing from the Long Beach Justice 
Fund Coalition, which advocates 
for rights and protections for the 
city’s immigrant community. The 
coalition is composed of several 
organizations, such as Organizing 
Rooted in Abolition, Liberation & 
Empowerment (ÓRALE), Filipino 
Migrant Center and Long Beach for 
a Just Economy. 

COMMENTARY

Op-Ed: Long Beach needs a human 
handoff rule before AI agents scale

This opinion-editorial was written by Dr. Gleb Tsipursky, a behavioral scientist called the “Office 
Whisperer” by The New York Times, who helps tech-forward leaders stop overpaying for AI while boosting 
engagement and innovation. He serves as the CEO of the AI consultancy Disaster Avoidance Experts, and 

wrote eight books, including “The Psychology of AI Adoption at Work: From Resistance to Results.”

Long Beach is about to get a 
vivid look at how quickly artificial 
intelligence can move from a chat 
window into the customer-service 
front line. On Aug. 19, a hands-on 
workshop at Ballast Point Brew-
ing invited customer-experience 
and technology leaders to build a 
functional AI agent that handles 
routine interactions and support 
operations.

That is useful experimentation. 
It also highlights a governance 
question that deserves an answer. 
Before these systems become the 
norm, when exactly must the agent 
stop and hand the customer to a 
person?

The risk is not simply that an AI 
agent will produce an obviously 
wrong answer. Here’s a dilemma: 
what if there’s an agent that works 
well on routine cases, earns enough 
confidence to expand and then en-
counters a dispute, a vulnerable 
customer, an unusual refund, an 
accessibility need or a factual claim 
outside its lane? 

What does the AI do then? At 
that point, a vague promise of “hu-
man oversight” is not enough.

Every customer-facing AI work-
flow should have a written handoff 
rule with four parts in this order:

•	Define the actions the agent 
is allowed to take: Answering 
store hours or retrieving an order 
status is different from approving a 

refund, changing a contract term or 
making a commitment that creates 
financial or legal consequences.

•	Define stop conditions: Un-
certain identity, repeated customer 
disagreement, requests involving 
safety, legal rights, financial hard-
ship or exceptions to policy should 
trigger escalation rather than an-
other automated answer.

•	Name the human owner: 
“A person will review it” is not an 
operating process. A specific role 
should own the decision when the 
agent reaches its boundary.

•	Set an escalation deadline: 
A handoff that sends someone into 
an unmonitored queue is not really 
a handoff. Customers should know 
when someone will respond and 
should not have to repeat the entire 
case after the transfer.

Long Beach has reason to get 
this right beyond the private sector. 
The City’s current list of upcom-
ing technology contracts includes 

AI integration for call centers and 
AI-based tools. If public-facing 
systems are eventually procured, 
handoff design should be evaluated 
alongside features, price and speed. 
Vendors should be able to show 
what gets escalated, what is logged 
and who remains accountable for 
the final action.

Local entrepreneurs have a 
chance to build this discipline 
early. California State University 
Long Beach’s Apostle Incubator 
launched its fall programming on 
Aug. 25 to help campus and com-
munity entrepreneurs turn ideas 
into businesses. Startups that de-
fine decision boundaries while 
their workflows are still small will 
have an easier time than companies 
trying to shift accountability onto 
automation after customers are al-
ready relying on it.

Businesses should also measure 
what happens after the first an-
swer. For 30 days, track how much 
time the agent saves, then subtract 
the time people spend correcting 
responses, reopening cases, han-
dling escalations and repairing 
customer confusion. An agent that 
deflects more contacts but creates 
more rework may look efficient on a 
dashboard while making the whole 
service process worse.

Long Beach does not need to 
choose between using AI agents 
and protecting human judgment. It 
needs to make the exit ramp part of 
the system before traffic gets heavy.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
The adult computer lab at the Michelle 
Obama Neighborhood library on Jan-
uary 4, 2022.

MAKE A ONE-TIME OR 
MONTHLY DONATION  

TO SUPPORT THE 
SIGNAL TRIBUNE 

Last year, Long 
Beach had 53 fatal 

traffic collisions, its 
highest total in over 

a decade. Despite 
only spanning eight 

miles of the city’s 
217 miles of 

high-capacity 
roadway, PCH 

accounts for 39 of 
Long Beach’s 

192 crash fatalities 
since 2020.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A skeleton decoration, caution sign 
and spray paint on plywood cover the 
entrance to Magnolia and Willow an-
tique shop in Long Beach on Sept. 19, 
2023, after a speeding vehicle drove 
though the front windows. 

During the coalition’s Aug. 12 
press conference in front of Long 
Beach City Hall, they recommend-
ed six new amendments for the 
Long Beach Values Act, one of 
which was banning the local usage 
of surveillance technology. 
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a weekly list of things to do 
in long beach and signal hill

around 
town

Samuel Chacko | Signal Tribune
See eight independent feature films this Saturday and Sunday during the first-ever 
Long Beach Film Festival at the Art Theatre of Long Beach.

Residents can spend 
the week volunteer-
ing in their com-
munity, support-
ing local artists or 

moving their body with intention. 
Wellness events this week in-

clude an overdose awareness fair 
at MacArthur Park and a low-cost 
cat vaccination fair in the westside, 
both Saturday. Finish your week-
end strong biking or running with 
separate clubs Sunday morning, or 
the afternoon with yoga and sound 
healing at KUBO LB later. KUBO 
will also host an evening yoga ses-
sion Wednesday evening. 

Local art takes the spotlight 
with three live music performances 
throughout Long Beach and Signal 
Hill Friday, a two-day film festival 
at The Art Theatre, a mini market 
featuring community artists Sun-
day, and a comedy night and fund-
raiser Thursday. 

Volunteer opportunities this 
week include food distribution to 
the community at Bixby Park on 
Saturday, as well as a native seed 
organizing and packing event at 
Harte Neighborhood Library or a 
food drop-off with ÓRALE Tues-
day. 

28friday

under the stars
6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Enjoy mock-

tails, snacks and live reggae music 
at the Signal Hill Public Library’s 
Zinnia Courtyard (1800 E. Hill St.). 
This event is $8 for residents and 
$10 for non-residents. For ages 18 
and older. To purchase tickets, call 
562-989-7330.

fourth fridays
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. The Fourth 

Street corridor will come alive with 
live music, food and drink specials, 
vendors, artist pop-ups, flash tat-
toos, tarot readings, free popcorn 
and much more at this monthly    
activation. Free.

movie night
7 p.m. Care Culture Collabo-

rative will host a movie night at 
Wood Coffee Co. (2728 E. 10th St.) 
featuring the 1995 film “To Wong 
Foo, Thanks for Everything! Julie 
Newmar,” which follows three New 
York City drag queens on a road 
trip. Masks are encouraged and 
will be provided. Food and drinks 
will be sold, but attendees can also 
bring their own snacks. Free.

29saturday
 

long beach 
film festival
Times vary. The inaugural Long 

Beach Film Festival will take place 
Saturday and Sunday at the Long 
Beach Art Theatre (2025 E. Fourth 
St.), which showcases eight feature 
films. Tickets are $10 for a single 
showing and weekend passes vary 
by category. Tickets can be pur-
chased online.

book launch
10 a.m. to noon. The Unit-

ed Cambodian Community and 
Khmer Parents Association is host-
ing a book launch and storytelling 
sessions at 2201 E. Anaheim St. 
(Ste. 102). Call 562-433-2490 for 
more information. Free.

overdose 
awareness fair
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. This communi-

ty resource fair at MacArthur Park 
(1321 E. Anaheim St.) will connect 
attendees to overdose prevention 
and harm reduction resources, 
mental health and recovery sup-
port, free HIV and STI testing, 
naloxone and rescue breathing 
demonstrations, complimentary 
food and giveaways and a memorial 
wall to honor and remember loved 
ones lost to overdoses. Free.

Back-to-School
Supply Fair
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The Wrigley 

Neighborhood Association and 
Westland Realty Group are host-
ing this back-to-school fair at the 
Westland Realty Group Parking 
Lot (520 W. Willow St.). This event 
features live music, a bounce house, 
school supplies, games, crafts and a 
skateboard pop-up. Free.

30sunday

bikes and coffee
9 a.m. Bike Long Beach invites 

residents to this 12-mile bike ride 
along calm streets, beginning and 
ending at Gaucho Beach (780 E. 
Shoreline Drive). Attendees are 
invited to eat and hang out at Gau-
cho’s afterwards. Free.

run club
10 a.m. Pueblita Tortillas, Prime 

Run Club, Downtown Runners and 
Long Beach Run Club are teaming 
up for this run to support immi-
grant communities. The run will 
start at Ambitious Ales (4019 At-
lantic Ave.), with a 5K run or 2-mile 
walk option. 100% of the proceeds 
will go to ÓRALE. RSVP at the link 
in @pueblitatortillas Instagram 
bio. Free.

qvc mini mart
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Queer Vegan 

Club will host a stacked vendor 
lineup at Wood Coffee Co. (2728 E. 
10th St.), selling pottery, crocheted 
items, zines, stickers, baked goods, 
books, plants and more. Free.

31monday

seed packing
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Love 

Your Block grant recipients are 
hosting a native seed education 

activity on Sept. 8 and are seeking 
volunteers to help pack seeds into 
envelopes to give to residents. This 
volunteer event will take place at 
the Harte Neighborhood Library 
(1595 W. Willow St.). Those inter-
ested can sign up online. Free.

album release party
8 p.m. to 9 p.m. Be among the 

first to hear Son Rompe Pera’s new 
album “Marimbazos De Oro” at this 
party at Alex’s Bar (2913 E. Ana-
heim St.). RSVP for free at the link 
in  @alexsbarlbc Instagram bio. 
Doors open at 8 p.m. This event is 
for those 21 and older only.

01tuesday
 
farmers market
3 p.m. to 7 p.m. The Bixby Park 

(130 Cherry Ave.) farmers market 
takes place twice a week, on Tues-
days and Saturdays, offering resi-
dents the chance to buy local pro-
duce, homemade goods and more. 
Free. 

volunteer with ÓRALE
Times vary. ÓRALE is seeking 

volunteer drivers to help transport 
food to mutual aid sites in Long 
Beach and Wilmington. The two 
shifts needed are between 7-8:30 
a.m. and 10-11:30 a.m. Volunteers 
must be able to lift at least 20 
pounds and have a medium or large 
vehicle for transporting boxes. Sign 
up at bit.ly/lbmutualaid.com. Free. 

02wednesday

listening sessions
6 p.m. The Equity and Human 

Relations Commission is hosting 
this listening session at its regular 
meeting at City Hall (411 W. Ocean 
Blvd.) for schools, youth-serving 
organizations, community-based 
programs and residents to share 

their experiences and highlight 
barriers existing for historically 
marginalized communities. Resi-
dents can also attend the meeting 
via Zoom. Free.

community yoga
8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. KUBO LB 

and Liza Gesuden are hosting this 
restorative, trauma-informed yoga 
class at KUBO (3976 Atlantic Ave.). 
Visitors can bring their own yoga 
mat or borrow one. There is a sug-
gested $10-25 donation, but no one 
will be turned away due to lack of 
funds. Register online.

03thursday

farmers market
3 p.m. to 7 p.m. The Bixby Knolls 

farmers market takes place every 
Thursday at 4580 Atlantic Ave., 
offering residents the chance to 
purchase local produce, homemade 
food, crafts and more. Free.

comedy fundraiser
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Enjoy a live-

ly night of comedy with sets from 
five comedians at Good Time (1322 
Coronado Ave.), with all proceeds 
going to ÓRALE. Tickets are $10 
and can be purchased by scanning 
the Venmo link on the event flyer 
through @goodtime.lb on Insta-
gram.
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V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

$14 - LUNCH SPECIALS MONDAY-FRIDAY 11 AM – 3 PM * 

BLT 
Sourdough, applewood smoked bacon, lettuce, tomato, and mayo served w/your choice of soup, salad, or fries 

TURKEY OR HAM SANDWICH  
Sourdough, lettuce, tomato, and mayo served w/ your choice of soup, salad, or fries 

TUNA  
Toasted rye, cheddar, and tomato served w/ your choice of soup, salad, or fries 

4 CHEESE GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH  
Texas toast served w/ your choice of soup, salad, or fries 

CHICKEN SALAD SANDWICH 
Sourdough, spicy mayo, bacon served w/ your choice of soup, salad, or fries 

CLASSIC CAESAR SALAD  
Romaine lettuce tossed w/ Caesar dressing 

PENNE PESTO 
penne pasta served w/ creamy pesto sauce served w/ garlic bread 

SPAGHETTI MARINARA 
house-made marinara on a bed of spaghetti pasta served w/ garlic bread 

TACOS  
2 tacos w/ your choice of chicken or steak served w/ chips + salsa 

FISH SANDWICH 
fried cod, lettuce, tomato, and tartar on a brioche bun w/ your choice of soup, salad, or fries 

GYRO WRAP 
spinach tortilla, gyro, tomato, onion, feta cheese and tzatziki served w/ your choice of soup, salad, or fries 

BUFFALO CHICKEN WRAP 
spinach tortilla, chicken tenders tossed in buffalo sauce, lettuce, tomato, onion, and cheese served w/ your 
choice of soup, salad, or fries 

*Notify your server of all known allergies or dietary restrictions.  Consuming 
raw or undercooked meats (such as rare/medium rare), poultry, seafood,
shellfish, or eggs may increase your risk of  food-borne illness, especially if 
you have certain medical conditions

*Prices subject to change without notice

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR NEWS
 STRAIGHT TO YOUR PHONE! @SIGNALTRIBUNE 

ON THREADS, FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

EVENT

Celebrate the end of 
summer with local 

band RemiX on Sept. 4

Move and groove to the new jack 
swing of local band RemiX during 
the Long Beach Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Marine’s 
(PRM) final summer concert on 
Friday, Sept. 4.

“Join us as we say ‘farewell’ to 
summer with an unforgettable con-
cert featuring the greatest party 
hits and captivating performanc-
es from RemiX,” said Mayor Rex 
Richardson in a public statement. 
“Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, 
family and friends and enjoy a final 
summer evening of free live music.”

RemiX pays tribute to the party 
hits of the ‘80s and ‘90s with R&B, 
funk and new jack swing from their 
live performance catalog. 

The free gathering at El Dorado 
Park West (2800 N. Studebaker 
Road) will begin with face painting 
and games at 5 p.m., followed by 
the concert from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
The event will be held near the cor-
ner of Studebaker Road and Willow 
Street, and attendees are welcome 
to bring blankets, chairs and pic-
nic-style dinners to the park. 

Throughout the summer, PRM 

has hosted dozens of free and low-
cost events, such as Movies in the 
Park screenings, Long Beach Mu-
nicipal Band concerts and FIFA 
World Cup watch parties, all of 
which align with the department’s 
Parks Make Long Beach Strategic 
Plan.

Staff Report
Signal Tribune

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
A single jacaranda tree blooms among other green trees near the El Dorado Duck 
Pond in Long Beach on April 26, 2022.

To explore all of PRM’s parks, 
facilities, programs and services, 
visit LBParks.org. For additional 
summer activities, visit the City’s 
Summer of Opportunity webpage.

Samuel Chacko | Signal Tribune
Andre Holmes plays the keyboard for 
Morris Day & The Time as the R&B 
and funk band performs during the Up-
town Jazz Festival on August 1, 2026 at 
Houghton Park.
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CRIMES REPORTED BY THE
SIGNAL HILL POLICE 

EYE ON CRIME

Wednesday, August 19
11:40 a.m., Elder abuse, 2700 block Panorama Dr.
7:12 p.m., Injury traffic collision, E. Willow St./Town Ctr. E.
 
Thursday, August 20
10:02 a.m., Criminal threats, 2100 block E. 20th St.
7:32 p.m., Stolen vehicle – recovered, 2800 block Temple Ave.
9:44 p.m., Petty theft, 900 block e. 33rd St. (citation issued)
 
Friday, August 21
11:32 a.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 1800 block Raymond Ave.
11:37 a.m., Identity theft, 2400 block Cherry Ave.
5:46 p.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 3000 block California Ave.
9:12 p.m., Battery, 1100 block E. Willow St.
 
Saturday, August 22
2:56 a.m., Battery, 2700 block E. PCH
8:55 a.m., Auto burglary, 1900 block Junipero Ave.
 
Sunday, August 23
2:23 p.m., Battery, 2200 block E. Willow St.
 
Monday, August 24
9:01 a.m., Felony spousal abuse, 2000 block Stanley Ave.
11:07 a.m., Indecent exposure, 2100 block Cherry Ave.
1:59 p.m., Auto burglary, 2400 block Cherry Ave.
2:41 p.m., Injury traffic collision, Orange Ave./E. Burnett St.
 
Tuesday, August 25
10:16 a.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 3000 block California Ave.
12:17 p.m., Petty theft, 2500 block Cherry Ave. (suspect arrested)
12:49 p.m., Grand theft – motor vehicle, 1600 block E. Hill St.
12:55 p.m., Grand theft, 2700 block Cherry Ave.
1:27 p.m. Injury traffic collision, e. PCH/Redondo Ave.
1:29 p.m., Grand theft, E. 21st St. east of Cherry Ave.

TST8224 / 2026 165363
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: 
1. A REAL ESTATE & MANGEMENT COM-
PANY, INC., 2. REMCO, 3. REMCO A REAL 
ESTATE AND MANAGEMENT COMPANY, 
4. A REAL ESTATE AND MANAGEMENT 
COMPANY, 2020 CHERRY AVENUE, SIG-
NAL HILL, CA. 90755. County: LOS ANGE-
LES. Registrant: A REAL ESTATE & MAN-
AGEMENT COMPANY, INC., 2020 CHERRY 
AVENUE, SIGNAL HILL, CA. 90755. State 
of Incorporation/Organization: CA. This 
business is conducted by: (A Corporation. I 
declare that all information in this statement 
is true and correct. Signed: DREW BAKER, 
PRESIDENT. The registrant has begun to 
use this fictitious business name. The reg-
istrant began using this fictitious business 
name in: 11/2000. This statement was filed 
with the county clerk of Los Angeles County 
on 7/31/2026: This fictitious business name 
statement expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county clerk. 
A new fictitious business name statement 
must be filed prior to that date. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law (see 
section 14411 et seq., Business and Pro-
fessions Code). Pub. The Signal Tribune: 

	

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS BY THE
OF THE CITY OF SIGNAL HILL, CALIFORNIA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE City of Signal Hill, CA, will hold the following 
public hearings:

Topic for All Public Hearings:

RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT REGARDING COMPOSITION OF CITY COUNCIL       
VOTING DISTRICTS AS PART OF THE CITY’S TRANSITION TO DISTRICT-BASED 
ELECTION PROCESS USING 2020 CENSUS DATA

At the public hearings described in this notice, the City of Signal Hill will conduct 
public hearings to receive public input on the composition of City Council districts, 
pursuant to Elections Code section 21130(a).

Dates, Times, and Anticipated Meeting Topics*:
- Tuesday, September 8, 2026, at 7:00 p.m., first public hearing, presentation of 
districting process
- Tuesday, September 22, 2026, at 7:00 p.m., second public hearing to solicit input 
on communities of interest and potential district boundaries

Location: City Council Chambers, located at City Hall, 2175 Cherry Avenue, Signal 
Hill, CA 90755.

*The meeting dates and additional anticipated meeting topics are subject to change. 
The most updated information can be found at https://www.cityofsignalhill.org.

The public is invited to join in-person or virtually.

Any person desiring to be heard may appear at the public hearing described in this 
notice. All written comments to be submitted to the City Council must be received by 
the City Clerk, no later than the close of the public hearing. Comments or questions 
can be submitted by email to cityclerk@cityofsignalhill.org, phone at 562-989-7301, 
or mail to City Clerk, City of Signal Hill, 2175 Cherry Avenue., Signal Hill, CA 90755.

If you wish to challenge the City’s action on these matters in court, you may be limited 
to raising only those issues you or someone else raise at the public hearing described 
in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Office of the City Clerk at 
or prior to the public hearing.

IN COMPLIANCE WITH AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

The City of Signal Hill, in complying with the American With Disabilities Act, requests 
individuals who require special accommodation to access, attend and/or partici-
pate in a City meeting, activity or service request such accommodation at least 48 
hours in advance, for meetings, and 5 days in advance for scheduled services and                   
activities. Please contact the City Clerk’s Officeat cityclerk@cityofsignalhill.org or 
(562) 989-7301.

________ /ss/______
Daritza Perez
City Clerk

Published in the Signal Tribune newspaper:                                               August 28, 2026
Posted in accordance with S.H.M.C. Section 1.08.010 on or before: August 28, 2026

TST8241

CITY OF SIGNAL HILL

TST8242/Order No: 6121
Auto Lien Sale

On 09/15/2026 at 707 WEST 17TH 
STREET LONG BEACH, CA a Lien Sale 

will be held on a 2023 FORD 
VIN: 1FTEW1CP6PKE17754 
STATE: LIC: E17754X at 9AM

TST8244/Order No: 6177
Auto Lien Sale

On 09/15/2026 at 16908 SOUTH 
BROADWAY AVE GARDENA, CA a 

Lien Sale will be held on a 2019 TOYOT 
VIN: 3TMCZ5AN3KM245840 

STATE: CA LIC: 85670V3 at 9AM

TST8245/Order No: 5883
Auto Lien Sale

On 09/15/2026 at 1201 E COMPTON 
BLVD COMPTON, CA a Lien Sale 

will be held on a 2023 VOLKS 
VIN: 3VV3B7AXXPM108629 

STATE: CA LIC: 9HXV093 at 9AM

TST8246/Order No: 6134
Auto Lien Sale

On 09/15/2026 at 3229 W IMPERIAL 
HWY INGLEWOOD, CA a Lien Sale 

will be held on a 2025 JEEP 
VIN: 1C4RJXN62SW641502 
STATE: CA LIC: 9VKA149 at

TST8243/Order No: 6122
Auto Lien Sale

On 09/15/2026 at 707 WEST 17TH 
STREET LONG BEACH, CA a Lien Sale 

will be held on a 2023 FORD 
VIN: 3FMCR9B66PRD45452 

STATE: CA LIC: 80847DV at 9AM

August 7, 14, 21, 28, 2026

TST8226 / 2026 158473
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: 
AUNTEAS’ CIRCLE, 375 REDONDO AVE 
1097, LONG BEACH, CA. 90815. County: 
LOS ANGELES. Registrant: MARIA MAR-
CIAL, 375 REDONDO AVE. 1097, LONG 
BEACH, CA. 90814. State of Incorporation/
Organization: N/A. This business is con-
ducted by: an Individual. I declare that all 
information in this statement is true and 
correct. Signed: MARIA MARCIAL, OWN-
ER. The registrant has begun to use this 
fictitious business name. The registrant 
began using this fictitious business name 
in 07/2026. This statement was filed with 
the county clerk of Los Angeles County on 
7/22/2026. NOTICE: This fictitious business 
name statement expires five years from the 
date it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name state-
ment must be filed prior to that date. The 
filing of this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). Pub. The Signal Tri-
bune: August 7, 14, 21, 28, 2026

TST8230 / 2026 170779
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business 
as: CROSSFIT REALITY, 2445 N PALM 
DR SUITE 105, SIGNAL HILL, CA. 90755. 
County: LOS ANGELES. Registrant: 562 
FUNCTIONAL FITNESS INC., 1868 ORIZ-
ABA AVE, SIGNAL HILL, CA. 90755. State 
of Incorporation/Organization: CA. This 
business is conducted by: a Corporation. 
I declare that all information in this state-

ment is true and correct. Signed: DIEGO 
MANDRADE, CEO. The registrant has be-
gun to use this fictitious business name. 
The registrant began using this fictitious 
business name in 08/2026. This statement 
was filed with the county clerk of Los An-
geles County on 8/7/2026. NOTICE: This 
fictitious business name statement expires 
five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be filed pri-
or to that date. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 14411 
et seq., Business and Professions Code). 
Pub. The Signal Tribune: August 14, 21, 28 
& September 4, 2026

TST8231 / 2026 171814
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: 
RD MATHIS COMPANY, 2840 GUNDRY 
AVE, SIGNAL HILL, CA. 90755. County: 
LOS ANGELES. Registrant: RD MATHIS 
ACQUISITION INC., 2840 GUNDRY AVE, 
SIGNAL HILL, CA. 90755. State of Incor-
poration/Organization: DE. This business 
is conducted by: a Corporation. I declare 
that all information in this statement is true 
and correct. Signed: ALEXANDER JAMES 
KATCHADURIAN, CEO. The registrant has 
begun to use this fictitious business name. 
The registrant began using this fictitious 
business name in 07/2026. This statement 
was filed with the county clerk of Los An-
geles County on 8/11/2026. NOTICE: This 
fictitious business name statement expires 
five years from the date it was filed in the 
office of the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be filed pri-
or to that date. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 14411 
et seq., Business and Professions Code). 
Pub. The Signal Tribune: August 14, 21, 28 
& September 4, 2026

TST8237 / 2026 177744
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: 
NUTURED AND THRIVING, 4803 FALCON 
AVE, LONG BEACH, CA. 4803 FALCON 
AVE, LONG BEACH, CA. 90807. Coun-
ty: LOS ANGELES. Registrant: ALYSHA 
SANDERS, 4803 FALCON AVE., LONG 
BEACH, CA. 90807. State of Incorpora-
tion/Organization: N/A. This business is 
conducted by: an Individual. I declare that 
all information in this statement is true 
and correct. Signed: ALYSHA SANDERS, 
OWNER. The registrant has not begun to 
use this fictitious business name. The reg-
istrant began using this fictitious business 
name in N/A. This statement was filed with 
the county clerk of Los Angeles County on 
8/18/2026. NOTICE: This fictitious business 
name statement expires five years from the 
date it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name state-
ment must be filed prior to that date. The 
filing of this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name in violation of the rights 
ofanother under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). Pub. The Signal 
Tribune: August 21, 28 & September 4, 11, 
2026

TST8238 Case No. 26NWCP00312 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, 12720 NOR-
WALK BLVD., NORWALK, CA. 90050 PE-
TITION OF: Ethan Eduardo Marban for 
Change of Name. TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 1. Petitioners: Ethan Eduardo 
Marban has filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names asfollows: 
Present Name: Ethan Eduardo Marban Pro-
posed Name: Ethan Diaz 2. THE COURT 
ORDERS that all persons interested in this 
matter shall appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show cause, if 
any, why the petition for change of name 
should not be granted.NOTICE OF HEAR-
ING: Date: October 09, 2026; Time: 8:30 
a.m., Dept. C, Room: 312. The address of 
the court is the same as above. A copy of 
this Order to Show Cause shall be published 
at least once each week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in this county, 
THE SIGNAL TRIBUNE, 1860 Obispo Ave., 
Ste. F, Signal Hill, CA 90755. August 21, 28 
& September 4, 11, 2026___//ss//___Ee W. 
Tsao Judge of the Superior Court Dated: 
August 11, 2026

TST8236 / 2026 144382
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENT
The following person is doing business as: 
SUSTAINSCAPE, 600 E. OCEAN BLVD. 
1401, LONG BEACH, CA. 90802. County: 
LOS ANGELES. Registrant: SHIRLEY LEE, 
600 E. OCEAN BLVD. 1401, LONG BEACH, 
CA. 90802. State of Incorporation/Organi-
zation: N/A. This business is conducted by: 
an Individual. I declare that all information in 

this statement is true and correct. Signed: 
SHIRLEY LEE,OWNER. The registrant has 
not begun to use this fictitious business 
name. The registrant began using this ficti-
tious business name in N/A. This statement 
was filed withthe county clerk of Los Ange-
les County on 7/2/2026. NOTICE: This ficti-
tious business name statement expires five 
years from the date it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk. A new fictitious busi-
ness name statement must be filed prior to 
that date. The filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, state, 
or common law (see section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). Pub. The 
Signal Tribune: August 21, 28 & September 
4, 11, 2026

TST8239 Case No. 26LBCP00279
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, GOVERNOR 
GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN COURTHOUSE, 
275 MAGNOLIA AVE., LONG BEACH, CA. 
90802 PETITION OF: AVROHOM KIVMAN 

and BRIENA KIVMAN, Self Represented, 
for Change of Name. TO ALL INTEREST-
ED PERSONS: 1. Petitioners: AVROHOM 
KIVMAN and BRIENA KIVMAN have filed a 
petition with this court for a decree chang-
ing names as follows: Present Name: AV-
ROHOM KIVMAN Proposed Name: ALLEN 
AVROHOM KIEVMAN Present Name: BRI-
ENA KIVMAN Proposed Name: BRIENA 
KIEVMAN 2. THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter shall ap-
pear before this court at the hearing indi-
cated below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not be 
granted. NOTICE OF HEARING: Date: Oc-
tober 7, 2026; Time: 8:30 a.m., Dept. S25, 
Room: 5600. The address of the court is 
the same as above. A copy of this Order 
to Show Cause shall be published at least 
once each week for four successive weeks 
prior to the date set for hearing on the pe-
tition in the following newspaper of general 
circulation,printed in this county, THE SIG-
NAL TRIBUNE, 1860 Obispo Ave., Ste. F, 
Signal Hill, CA 90755 August 21, 28 & Sep-
tember 4, 11, 2026___//ss//___ Michael P. 
Vicencia, Judge of the Superior Court Dat-
ed: August 19, 2026
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Long Beach Animal Care 
Services is partnering with 

Helen Sanders CatPAWS for 
the Sweet 16 Special. The 
adoption promo offers an 

adoption fee of only $16 for  
any cat 3 months and over 

until Labor Day, Sept. 7. We 
hope you’ll consider Prince, 
who’s Sweet 16 himself and 
very special! His adoption 

fee is actually $5, to encour-
age a senior adoption—with 

his glossy black coat and 
his energetic meow, you’d 

never think he was a senior! 
Prince came to the shelter 

with his two “siblings” after 
his human died. As much 

as the volunteers love him, 
a kennel is no place for a 
cat to spend his golden 

years after he’s been in a 
house all his life. Can you 

give this charming Prince a 
happily-ever-after? To adopt 

Prince , email PetAdopt@
longbeach.gov to speed the 

process, or call (562) 570-
7387. Better yet, meet him 

in person at Long Beach 
Animal Care Services, 7700 
E. Spring St., Long Beach, at 
entrance to El Dorado Park 
(no parking fee for shelter 
visitors). Visiting hours are 

Wednesday–Friday, 10 
a.m.–5:30 p.m., and Satur-

day–Sunday, 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Ask for (ID#A764712). Re-
member, adoption fees for 
cats 3 months old and over.

Pet of the week:Pet of the week:
PrincePrince

LB LIBRARY BUDGET
continued from page 1

LB PARKS BUDGET
continued from page 1

 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

them to add over 55,000 items to 
the 12 library branches this year. 

“To not purchase books or re-
duce what we spend on books does 
an incredible disservice to our li-
brary patrons,” De Leon said. “By 
not buying books you’d be weak-
ening our core value of access to 
literature and relevant and timely 
information.” 

Long Beach libraries received 
nearly 765,000 visitors in 2025, 
and De Leon said this number is 
estimated to reach 790,000 by the 
end of this year. From those vis-
itors, the library system has pro-
vided over 3.3 million separate re-
sources, including books, comics, 
CDs, movies, state parks passes 
and more. 

Statistics shared at the hearing 
show that Mondays and Wednes-
days are the least utilized by resi-
dents, though the Wednesday re-
sults are impacted by a one-hour 
window where libraries open later 
in order to conduct staff training. 
De Leon said, “Mondays have not 
been fully embraced.” Despite this 
fact, residents were vocal about 
their objection to reducing library 
hours. 

“Libraries are not a luxury. They 
are basic infrastructure for an equi-
table city,” said Kristen Hernandez, 
director of communications and 
public affairs with the Long Beach 

“It really seems like the frail programs that benefit the 
most people in our community seem to be the first in line 

on the chopping block,” - Tony Aldana, local resident

so they don’t impact any one area 
of the city more than others. These 
cuts include 28 full-time city work-
ers, ending two after-school pro-
grams, shutting down a teen center 
and more. 

Mayor Rex Richardson’s rec-
ommendations, which are not fi-
nalized, would restore eight jobs, 
the teen center, the Be S.A.F.E. 
program and more at roughly 
$389,339. 

Of the city workers expected to 
be let go, about 19  are Recreation 
Leader Specialist positions, which 
are part-time, seasonal non-career 
positions. Since these are part-
time positions, they are not count-
ed as one employee on paper. The            

Public Library Foundation.
The department has also reached 

the end of its $1.3 million funding 
from the Department of Education 
(DOE), which provided four years 
of SEED STEAM summer camp 
programming. This program will 
be rebranded to the Mobile Creativ-
ity Lab and will move away from a 
summer camp model, De Leon 
said. It will use Measure US fund-
ing for a “less intensive” program, 
but will “hopefully be able to reach 
more kids.”

Funds for the five-year ESL (En-
glish as a Second Language) pro-
gramming the department received 
from the State ended in June. The 
department had been receiving 
around $85,000 annually. De Leon 
said they will no longer have a ded-
icated staff member for this pro-

gramming, and it will have to be 
modified going forward. 

“It really seems like the frail pro-
grams that benefit the most people 
in our community seem to be the 
first in line on the chopping block,” 
said resident Tony Aldana.

The department is also forced to 
end its Zip Books program, where 
patrons can request a book not 
owned by the City’s library system 
and receive that book in the mail, 
then turn it into their library once 
they’re finished with it. This service 
costs around $20,000 annually. 

Additional reductions to the Li-
brary, Arts, and Culture budget in-
clude:

•	 $140,000 in overtime
•	 $38,000 for Billie Jean King 

(BJK) Main Library power washing
•	 $22,833 in annual fees on gen-

eral maintenance assistant truck
•	 $17,000 for landscaping
•	 $13,500 for security 
“You all say you are supporters 

[of the library] and yet the budget 
you want to adopt is disgraceful,” 
Barbara Sosa, president of the 
Friends of the Long Beach Public 
Library, told the mayor and city 
council. 

On the Bright Side
After a long hiatus, the Library, 

Art, and Culture Department is 
bringing back the Black Authors 
Festival next year, De Leon an-

nounced. This festival, which cel-
ebrates local Black authors and 
readers, ran for a few years in the 
early 2010s.

A few “critical” projects to im-
prove libraries will still move ahead 
as planned, including:  

•	El Dorado Neighborhood Li-
brary’s roof replacement, energy 
efficiency and ADA exterior im-
provements ($2.2 million in AB32 
Energy Efficiency funds)

•	 Burnett Library’s ener-
gy efficient window glass panes 
($200,000 in AB32 Energy Effi-
ciency funds)

•	 Brewitt Library’s roof re-
placement and ancillary repairs 
($700,000 in Measure A funds)

•	 Mark Twain Library’s fire 
alarm replacement and other im-
provements ($500,000 in Measure 
A funds)

•	 $100,000 in SAP funds to cre-
ate multilingual signage at all 12 li-
brary locations 

De Leon addressed the imple-
mentation of a nearly $800,000 
fence around BJK Main Library 
which was installed in May. She 
said it has made a “drastic differ-
ence” for that library, resulting in 
less calls to the Long Beach Police 
Department, less vandalism and 
halving the number of code of con-
duct infractions library staff writes 
up.

Richard H. Grant | Signal Tribune
The Brewitt Library is slated to receive 
$700,000 in Measure A funds for roof 
replacement and ancillary repairs.

actual number of impacted Recre-
ation Leader Specialist staff mem-
bers who may be fired is over 100, 
according to Scott. Many of these 
workers are students and young 
adults. 

“Whether they’re working 10 
hours a week or 25, these individ-
uals are critical to supporting all 
facets of our seasonal recreational 
programming,” Scott said. “These 
staff reduction proposals are very 
difficult for our department.”

Items italicized may be re-
stored with Mayor Rex Rich-
ardson’s budget recommen-
dations, which are not yet 
finalized. 

Programs
•	Homeland Cultural Center 

classes will go from four a month 
to two a month ($25,000)

•	Lincoln Park will get its pro-
gramming hours cut from six 
hours a day to three hours a day 
($141,398)

•	Reducing the City’s manage-
ment fee to 7% at Rancho Alam-
itos and Rancho Los Cerritos 
($65,800)

•	Eliminating a recreation assis-
tant position ($107,528)

Youth-Specific 
Programs 

•	Reducing Be S.A.F.E.  pro-
gram hours from three per eve-

Samuel Chacko | Signal Tribune
Programming hours for Be S.A.F.E. 
at 11 Long Beach locations, including 
Bixby Park, is expected to be reduced 
from thee hours to two hours.

ning to two per evening at 11 sites 
($191,164)

•	The City will end its participa-
tion in the district’s WRAP (Win-
ners Reaching Amazing Potential) 
program ($703,804)

•	Closing down teen center at 
Chavez Park ($71,681)

•	Ending summer swim pro-
gram at Jordan and Millikan high 
schools ($50,298)

•	Ending after-school program at 
Stearns Champion Park ($43,763)

•	Ending DeForest Park af-
ter-school program ($46,020)

Scott said the City’s role in 
WRAP, an after-school program 
in the Long Beach Unified School 
District, will likely be replaced by a 
different provider. The City would 
have to shut down six after-school 
programs at various parks to keep 
its partnership with WRAP, Scott 
said. 

The teen center at Chavez Park 
was chosen for elimination since 
it’s not near a high school like the 
other teen centers in the city, ac-
cording to Scott. He also said the 
participation numbers at the Stea-
rns Champion Park weren’t high 
enough “to justify the continued 
investment” in its after-school 
program. The park’s summer day 

Mark Savage | Courtesy of LBUSD
Due to 2027 budget cuts in Long 
Beach, the summer swim programs at 
Jordan and Millikan high schools are 
expected to be discontinued from the 
Parks, Recreation and Marine  De-
partment’s youth programming..

camp will continue. 

Park Maintenance 
Reductions

•	Reducing weed abatement ser-
vices by $230,000

•	Reducing park landscaping ser-
vices by $50,000

•	Park tree trimming cycle will go 
from seven to eight years ($41,000)

Scott said the PRM Department 
is working on a pilot program to 
explore different ways of managing 
weeds at city parks, while reducing 
the use of traditional herbicide ap-
plications. 

“We can have the best programs 
in the world, but if people believe 
that our parks are unsafe and un-
kempt because of lack of mainte-
nance, then the programs will not 
be successful,” Scott said. 

Facilities Maintenance 
Reductions 

•	Reducing the maintenance 
materials and supplies budget by 
$208,082

•	Eliminating a vacant power 
equipment repair mechanic posi-
tion ($102,959)

“These maintenance cuts are 
not specific to any particular park, 
program or district, but reduce our 
ability to respond to occurrences of 
vandalism and address urgent re-
pairs citywide,” Scott said. 

The department is also letting go 
of nine employees on its adminis-
trative side. 

Echoing what other department 
heads have said in the last few 
weeks, the PRM Department has 
experienced an uptick in the cost of 
services they provide. Rising costs 
of medical care equipment and ser-
vices have presented a challenge to 
Animal Care Services, and the cost 
of water has increased, impacting 
the department’s ability to care for 
trees.
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